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The National Health Insurance Scheme 
(NHIS) and the National Orientation 
Agency (NOA) entered into a partnership 
to increase coverage of  the Health 
Insurance Programme in line with the 
directive of  President Goodluck 
Jonathan.

The chief  executives of  the two Agencies 
met in Abuja during a visit by the NOA 
team to NHIS and decided to work 
together to ensure that coverage increases 
to 30% as directed by the President. 

funding for its operations, adding that it 

was inappropriate to allocate well below 

operational requirement.

Earlier, the NOA boss, Mr. Mike Omeri 

appealed to the committee to give 

consideration to the Agency's request for 

proper funding, saying that the Agency's 

service delivery had been hampered due 

to inadequate funding. He however 

commended the committee for backing 

hike in the Agency's budgetary allocation.

Giving the strategic services culminating 
in promotion of  activities and policies of  
governments by the National Orientation 
Agency (NOA), the Senate Committee on 
Culture,  Tour ism and Nat ional  
Orientation has backed the demand for 
an increase in budgetary allocation to the 
Agency to enhance its operations.

This position was held by 

the committee when the 

Agency (NOA) appeared 

for the 2014 budget 

defence at the National 

Assembly complex.  

While evaluating the 

budget proposal of  the 

Agency for the year, the 

C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  

Committee, Senator 

Hassan Barata said the 

Agency needed proper 

By Abdul Sa'ad

SENATE BACKS HIKE 
IN NOA'S ALLOCATION

NHIS SEEKS NOA'S SUPPORT TO 
GROW COVERAGE OF HEALTH 
INSURANCE IN NIGERIA

By Aisha Ali
the Federal Government has only 10% 
coverage area. 

The Director-General, NOA, Mike 
Omeri while speaking at the meeting said 
the transformation process in the health 
care sector has reached a point where 
Nigerians should fully appreciate and 
participate and take ownership of  the 
various initiatives meant to provide access 
to health care services in the country.

He commended the NHIS for providing 
the foundation for the take-off  of  the 

programme saying every 
effort must be made to 
realise the president's 
vision for the healthcare 
sector.

The Executive Secretary 
of  the NHIS, Dr. Femi 
T h o m a s  s a i d  t h e  
organisation plans to 
surpass the 30% target by 
focusing on some key 
groups including the 
pregnant women, children, 

HIV/AIDS patients, orphans and those 
living on the streets.

According to him, these are the groups by 
whose indicator the country is measured 
by  in t e r na t iona l  hea l th  r a t ing  
organisations. For him, they are the 
easiest to reach through schools and care 
bodies.

The Executive Secretary however, 
explained that the spread of  the 
programme is hampered by inability of  
State Governments to join the 
programme. Also, the inability of  public 
and private sector workers to remit 1.75% 
of  their salary as required by the law 
establishing the programme has hindered 
the progress of  the programme. He said 
the Agency plans to meet with Central 
Labour Organisations to tackle this 
challenge.

The Executive Secretary also explained 
that the Agency expects a robust 
a d vo c a c y  c a m p a i g n  f o r  m a s s  
participation by Nigerians at the 
grassroots especially given the NOA 
spread in the communities across the 
country.(Left) Director-General, NOA, Mr. Mike Omeri and the Executive Secretary/CEO, NHIS, Dr. Femi Thomas

(Middle) Chairman, Senate Committee on Orientation and Tourism, Senator Hassan Barata; 
Committee Members: Senator Femi Ojodu and Senator Hosea Agboola

RIDDLES AND BRAIN TWISTERS
1.What appears once in a minute but 
twice in a moment?

2. There is something everybody has 
which most people cherish. However, 
other people use it more than the 
owner. What is it? 

3. A 20-seater bus had 19 passengers 
on board. The driver stopped to pick 
me as the last passenger but when I 
entered I found no single person 
there. What happened? 

4.Which town in Britain becomes a 
town in Nigeria when its first and 
last letters are removed from it?

5. What goes up and never comes 
down?
      Compiled by Henry O. Obisesan 

 Check pg 11 for answers.
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The Director-General of  the National 
Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr Mike 
Omeri has called on the Youth Corp 
members to exhibit selfless service and 
engage in community services which will 
help to promote patriotism in line with 
the vision of  our founding fathers.

Omeri made this known during the 
unveiling of  the sculptural Map of  
Nigeria carrying the Agency's logo 
produced by Batch B National Youth 
Service Corps member, Frank Joseph, 
who served with NOA Headquarters in 
Abuja.

He said the aim of  the scheme is to 
encourage Youth Corps members to 
adapt and make impact in an unknown 
environment which will help to 
encourage others to do what is right in the 

The Director-General ,  National 
Orientation Agency (NOA) Mike Omeri 
has commiserated with the Ahmadu 
Bello University (ABU), Zaria over the 
demise of  three members of  the Theatre 
and Performing Arts Department of  the 
University in a ghastly motor accident. 

The three are: Prof. Samuel Ayedime 
Kafewo, DR. Ayegba Martins, lecturers 
in the Department and Aisha Nana Ali, 
Post Graduate student, all members of  
the Theatre for Development Centre 
ABU, Zaria.

The DG said the Theatre for 
Development Centre of  the ABU has 
had a long relationship with the NOA 
especially in its bid to raise the use of  
theatre  as  p la t for m for  soc ia l  
mobilization and sensitization.

In a letter of  condolence to the Vice 
Chancellor of  ABU, Zaria, Prof. 
Abdullahi Mustapha, NOA boss said the 
Agency was deeply sorrowful over the 
loss because of  the close relationship 
between the institution and NOA. “For 
us at NOA, it is more heart breaking 
because the group visited our Agency's 
Headquarters on a courtesy call as part of  
their activities in Abuja on that fateful 
day. During the visit, we discussed 
extensively on new strategies for 

COMMUNITY SERVICE IS A PATRIOTIC 
DUTY – SAYS DG NOA

By Aisha Ali

services of  our fore fathers for the unity 
and development of  the country.

The NOA boss urged the Corps 
members to be innovative and creative in 
their ideas and also be law abiding 
anywhere they find themselves in order to 
stand by the country and stand to do what 
is right for the progress of  the country. 
He also commended the efforts of  the 
Corps member for going extra mile to 
produce the map which has shown his 
commitment to patriotism in the service 
of  our fathers land.

Earlier, the Youth Corps member, Frank 
Joseph, said the idea of  the sculptural 
map was conceived to promote the 
oneness of  Nigerians irrespective of  our 
tribe, religion and cultural affiliations.

Joseph thanked the Agency for the 
opportunity given to him to serve the 
country and to express his mind on the 
sculptural map for the peace and unity of  
the Nation.

The Director-General of  the National 
Orientation Agency, NOA, Mr. Mike 
Omeri has described theatre as more than 
just a tool for entertaining society but also 
a platform for communicating messages 
for the development of  society and the 
nation as a whole.

Omeri stated this when the Theatre for 
Development, ABU, Zaria paid him a 
courtesy visit in Abuja. The centre is 
located within the department of  Theatre 
and Performing Arts of  the University.

He said the NOA had organized many 
sessions of  theatre plays to take messages 
to people at their places of  work 
especially motor parks, markets places 
and worship centres among others for 
better and prompt response to 
government programmes and policies.

He said that the theatre for development 
platform had strengthened the capacity 
of  NOA to effectively communicate 
community based programmes and 
policies with much success.

According to the NOA DG, theatre has 
been the unique selling point of  the 
Agency which it intends to deploy in 

weeks to propagate messages on civic 
responsibilities.

Earlier, the leader of  the delegation, Prof. 
Steve Oga Abbah said that theatre has 
been used effectively as a tool for 
attitudinal change, value re-orientation 
and mobilization for the development of  
the society and the country.

Abba commended the Agency for its 
value-reorientation charge “Do the Right 
Thing: Transform Nigeria” which has 
heightened the consciousness of  
Nigerians towards positive attitudes for a 
well organize and orderly society.

THEATRE: A PLATFORM FOR AN 
ORGANIZED SOCIETY – DG NOA

NOA CONDOLES 
ABU OVER DEATH 
OF PROFESSORS

By David Ofurum

By Aisha Ali

The Director-General of  the National 

Orientation Agency (NOA) Mr. Mike 

Omeri has commiserated with the former 

Information Minister, Professor Jerry 

Gana over the death of  his mother, 

Madam Felicia Fatima Nnokwogi Gana.

In a letter of  condolence to the Gana 

family, Omeri said that Mama was a 

NOA DG CONDOLES 
PROFESSOR JERRY GANA 
OVER MOTHER'S DEATH

By Aisha Ali

distinguished mother figure and a 

reputable role model that has inspired so 

many people in both Niger State and 

Nigeria.

The NOA boss prayed for the family to 

find solace in the several good works of  

late Madam Gana.

In his words: “Mama will be missed for 

her motherly advice, nobility and 

character which she handed down to his 

children and others who associated with 

her. I am confident that she will find 

peace in the bosom of  the Lord, her 

maker. We therefore join other numerous 

sympathizers to pray that God Almighty 

in His infinite mercy grant you and the 

entire family, the fortitude to bear this 

irreparable loss” he said.

Cont. on pg 9



NATIONAL SYMBOLS

A National Symbol is a symbol of  any entity 

considering itself  and manifesting itself  to the 

world as a national community; sovereign state, 

nations and countries in a state of  colonial or 

other dependence, federal integration, or even an 

ethno-cultural community considered a 

“nationality” despite having no political 

autonomy.

National Symbols intend to unite people by 

creating visual, verbal or iconic representations 

of  the national people, values, goals or history. 

These symbols are often rallied around as part 

of  celebrations of  patriotism or aspiring 

nationalism (such as independence, autonomy 

or separation of  movement) and are designed 

to be inclusive and representative of  all the 

people of  the national community.

NATIONAL SYMBOLS OF NIGERIA

The National Symbols represent the varied 

customary beliefs of  the people of  Nigeria and 

have been part of  its heritage for a very long time. 

The symbols of  Nigeria depict the stages that has 

been involved in the transition of  the Old 

Nigeria to the New Nigeria, it showcases the 

faith we have in the country. Our hope and 

determination to succeed and they also represent 

past and present milestones we have and may 

encounter in the course of  building the brand 

“Nigeria”

We have two (2) types of  National Symbols 

and these are:

a. Unofficial National Symbols.

b. Common Official National Symbols.

Unofficial National Symbols: In many ways, 
well-known sights in a country can also be seen 
as National Symbols and also traditional items of  
handicraft, costumes, national epics and national 
myths as well as symbols used by national sports 
teams and their supporters.

Common Official National Symbols: These 
refer to the Symbols that are official and formal. 
They are used as symbols of  

authority, patriotism, unity and peace of  a nation. 
They include the National Flag, Coat of  Arms, 
National Anthem, Nigerian Constitution, etc.

THE NATIONAL FLAG

The Nigerian National Flag is a symbol of  
authority or ownership. It is made of  cloth or any 
other flexible or soft material attached to a fixed 
pole, top of  a building or staff  so that it may fly in 
the air or be waved in the air. It is also kept on a 
table as decoration and respect or placed 
standing on a pole in an office, conference room, 
auditorium, car, etc.

The National Flag is the most important 

National Symbol worth dying for, next to father 
earth. It tells the history of  Nigerians and our 
aspirations.

History of  Nigerian National Flag

The Nigerian National Flag emerged when the 
country became independent in 1960 in place of  
the Union Jack; the British Flag. Mr. Taiwo 

Micheal Akinkunmi, a Nigerian student at the 
Norwood Technical College, Knight Hill, West 
Norwood, London, won the competition out of  
2,000 entries. His design for the National Flag of  
the Federal Republic of  Nigeria was adjudged 
the best out of  hundreds of  entries for the flag 
design competition which was arranged in April, 
1960. He was awarded a prize of  100 Pounds 
Sterling.

Treatment of  the National Flag

The National Flag is hoisted and flown 
ceremoniously and briskly in the morning and at 
sunrise and lowered slowly in the same manner in 
the evening at sunset (6:00am to 6:00pm). A flag 
does not sleep. The National Flag should always 
be hung and only on very rare occasions should it 
be laid out flat horizontally. The National Flag is 
usually flown at the peak of  hoist except on 
memorial days or during state funerals as a mark 
of  respect. At such times, it is flown half-mast. 
When the National Flag is in a room or hung 
anywhere no other flag, emblem or insignia 
should be placed higher than it. Old or worn out 
flags must never be used or displaced. When a 
flag becomes soiled, old, torn or mutilated, the 
cloth should be destroyed by burning or any 
other method with decorum and respect.

Nigerian National Flag Law

The Law makes it an offence for the National 
Flag to be improperly used or displayed. Section 
5 of  the Flag and Coat of  Arms Ordinance N0. 
48 of  1960 now Cap 177 of  2010 states that “any 
person who flies or exhibits the National Flag in a defaced 
or bad condition shall be guilty of  an offence against this 
ordinance”.

The National Flag is therefore expected to be 
hoisted and flown briskly in good condition 
with

Description

The Nigerian National Flag is divided vertically 
into three equal parts. The central part is white 
and the two other parts are green. The green of  
the flag represents agriculture and the white; 
unity and peace. The white is immaculate white 
and the emerald green is popularly known as the 
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Nigerian Green.

The colours used in the National Flag are very 
important and are made to international colour 
standards as follows:

i. British Standard Number B. F. 2660 
of  1955 0-0-010

ii. British Colour Council ct.c. 104 – cc. 
105.

iii.SILOR International Colour chart 
193 – 173: Emerald Green.

The Dimensions of  the Flag

The dimensions of  the Nigerian Flag are a 
simple ratio of  the length of  the flag being 
double that of  flag breadth. When folded into 
two – length – wise it takes the shape of  
square.

Breadth                 Length

Big                         1.2 metres            2.4 metres

Medium                0.9 metres            1.8 metres

Small                     0.6 metres            1.2 metres

Display of  the Flag

i. When the National Flag is carried in a 
procession, the carrier should be 
neatly and properly dressed, and must 
be in front.

ii. When there are two flags but the 
second flag is not a National Flag; for 
example, Red Cross flag or banner, 
the National Flag should be in front.

iii. When the other flags are carried along 
in a procession the National Flag 
should be in front and at the centre of  
all other flags in the procession.

iv. For an audience in auditorium or hall, 
the flag should be at the right hand of  
the first row.

v. For a speaker on the platform, the 
National Flag should be on the 
speaker's right hand as he faces the 
audience. Other flags can be on the 
left and take their position sideways 
both left and right.

vi. Whenever a group of  flags are 
displayed, the Nigerian Flag should be 
at the centre and placed higher than 
the others.

vii. It is only on rare occasions that a flag 
can be used horizontally or laid flat. 
One of  such occasions is over a 
casket. A license must be granted by 
the government before this is done.

viii. On funeral occasions, Remembrance 
Days, or National Catastrophe, the 
Flag is flown at half-mast.

ix. Only cars of  special dignitaries are 
allowed to use the Flag. Where 
permitted, the Flag should be 
mounted on the radiator cap or 
attached to the right fender of  the 

DO THE RIGHT THING: KNOW AND RESPECT OUR NATIONAL SYMBOLS
By Ezema Innocencia



vehicle chassis.

x. For the purpose of  clarity, the only 
special dignitaries in the present set 
up, allowed to mount and fly the 
National Flag on official vehicles are:

a. President, Commander-in-
Chief.

b. The Vice President.
c. The Senate President.
d. The Speaker of  the House 

of  Representatives.
e. The Chief  Justice of  the 

Federation.
f. State Governors.
g. Deputy Governors
h. Other (if  any) permitted 

by protocol.

NIGERIAN COAT-OF-ARMS
The National Coat-of-Arms is governed 
by the Flag and Coat-of-Arms Ordinance 
No. 48 of  1960 now Cap 177 of  2010, 
which vests power of  license for the Coat-
of-Arms in the Minister or any other 
lawful authority.
Each of  the components of  the 
federation of  Nigeria, the then three 
regions and later twelve states, had its own 
Coat-of-Arms until 1975 when this was 
abolished by the then Federal Military 
Government – the Murtala/Obasanjo 
Regime, it was then that the country 
adopted a single Coat-of-Arms as a symbol 
of  National Unity. The motor of  the 
country was amended from “Unity and 
Faith” to “Unity and Faith, Peace and 
Progress”.
The Nigerian National Coat-of-Arms has 
seven (7) features and is shown and 
described as:

1. The Shield – which is black, 
represents the good earth of  
Nigeria.

2. The Wavy Bands – which are 
silvery on the Shield, represents 
dignity.

3. The Ground (flora) on which the 
shield stands is coctus spectabilis 
which is a common wild flower 
found throughout Nigeria.

4. The Wreath is in Nigeria's 
National Colours of  Green and 
White.

5. The Eagle stands for strength and 
it is coloured red.

6. The Supporters, that is, the two 
white horses represent dignity.

7. “Unity and Faith, Peace and 
Progress” is the country's motto 
on a yellow background.

Display/Usage
Government presence is depicted in offices 
and other public places with the placing of  
the Nigerian Coat-of-Arms side by side 
with the portrait of  the President and 
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Commander-in-Chief.
The portrait of  the Commander-in-Chief  is 
usually to the right of  the Coat-of-Arms, 
while that of  the Principal Officers/Chief  
E xe c u t i ve s  o f  a n y  g ove r n m e n t  
establishment e.g. the Governor or Head of  
Establishment is on the left of  the Coat-of-
Arms. This position remains valid when the 
portraits are hung on the wall.
In a situation where the Head of  State, 
Commander-in Chief, is addressing the 
nation, the Coat-of-Arms is usually 

encapsulated in the seal of  the nation and 
placed above the Head of  State, 
Commander-in-Chief's seat.
It should be noted that the Commander-in-
Chief's portrait as well as that of  the 
Principal Officer of  the Government 
Establishment in which the Coat-of-Arms 
is located, should always support the Coat-
of-Arms or the Armorial Bearings.
THE NIGERIAN NATIONAL 
ANTHEM
This is the most popular of  all the National 
Symbols of  Nigeria, the National Anthem 
was initially composed by a British Lady 
(Miss Williams) and was adopted at our 

stindependence in 1960 but replaced on 1  
October 1978. The new National Anthem 
was composed by Mr. Ben Odiase, who was 
then the Director of  Music in Nigeria Police 
Band. The National Anthem of  Nigeria 
uplifts the faith of  every Nigerian; it 
reminds us of  our goals and revives us to 
keep building the nation until it stands 
mightily.
NATIONAL ANTHEM
Arise O compatriots, Nigeria's call obey
To serve our fatherland
With love and strength and faith
The labour of  our heroes past
Shall never be in vain
To serve with heart and might
One nation bound in freedom, peace and 
unity.

O God of  creation, direct our noble cause

Guide our leaders' right
Help our youth the truth to know
In love and honesty to grow
And living just and true
Great lofty heights attain
To build a nation where peace and justice 
reign.

The final words of  the National Anthem of  
Nigeria were formed from the entries of  the 
best five picks; John Allechukwu, Eme Etim 
Akpan, B.A. Ogunnaike, Sota Omoigui and 
P.O. Aderibigbe. A total of  1,499 entries 
were submitted in a competition organized 
by the National Publicity Committee on the 
Draft Constitution/Return to Civilian Rule 
in Nigeria.
The second stanza of  the National Anthem 
has been adopted by the National 
Orientation Agency as our national prayer. 

ndHowever, the last line of  the 2  stanza of  
the National Anthem has the inclusion of  
“shall” as in; “to build a nation where peace 
and justice shall reign”. National 
Orientation Agency has advocated for the 
removal of  this modal auxiliary verb in that 
it expresses propositions about the future. 
In other words, it is futuristic; indicating 
that something will or ought to happen in 
the future. Looking at syntagmatic relation 
of  “shall” with “peace” and “justice”, it 
semantically shows that “peace” and “justice” 
have not taken place, they are expected to 
take place in the future whereas the nation is 
at peace and currently witnessing justice in 
the midst of  her challenges. Our 
continuous efforts as a nation is “to build a 
nation where peace and justice reign”
THE PLEDGE
I pledge to Nigeria my country
To be faithful, loyal and honest
To serve Nigeria with all my strength
To defend her unity
And uphold her honour and glory
So help me God.

N I G E R I A N  N A T I O N A L  
CURRENCY

stThe naira was introduced on 1  January, 
1973, replacing the pound at a rate of  2 
naira = 1 pound. This made Nigeria the last 
country to abandon the £sd currency 
system. The story of  Naira and Kobo is a 
purely historical narrative in celebration of  
its 40 years as Nigeria's vehicle of  
transaction. On January 1, 1973, the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria introduced notes for 50 
kobo, 1, 5, 10 and 20 naira. The 50 kobo 
notes were last issued in 1989. In 1991, 50 
naira notes were issued, followed by 100 
naira in 1999, 200 naira in 2000, 500 naira in 
2001 and 1000 naira on October 12, 2005.
On February 28, 2007, new versions of  the 
5 to 50 naira banknotes were introduced. 

Cont. on pg 11
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(Left – Right) Chairman, Nigerian Electricity Regulatory 
Commission (NERC), Dr. Sam Amadi; Director-General, National 
Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri, his wife, Mrs. Amina 
Omeri at the “Do the Right Thing Fall in Love with Nigeria” show 

thheld at Unity Fountain, Abuja on 15  February, 2014.

(Left – Right) Director-General, National Orientation Agency 
(NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri, his wife, Mrs. Amina Omeri and the 
Guest Speaker, Mr. Fela Durotoye at the “Do the Right Thing Fall 

thin Love with Nigeria” show held at Unity Fountain, Abuja on 15  
February, 2014.

nd(2  Right) Director-General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), 
rdMr. Mike Omeri; (3  Left) Popular musician Paul Play Dairo 

performing while the audience joined in singing and dancing at the 
“Do the Right Thing Fall in Love with Nigeria” show held at Unity 

thFountain, Abuja on 15  February, 2014. 

The Director-General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), 
Mr. Mike Omeri giving a speech at the “Do the Right Thing Fall 
in Love with Nigeria” show held at Unity Fountain, Abuja on 

th15  February, 2014. 

(Left – Right) Director-General, National Orientation Agency 
(NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri; Managing Director, News Agency of  
Nigeria (NAN), Mr. Ima Niboro and the President, Enugu 
Chamber of  Commerce, Industry, Mines and Agriculture 
(ECCIMA), Dr. Ifeanyi Okoye exchanging pleasantries during a 
courtesy visit to NAN Corporate Headquarters in Abuja on 

thTuesday 18  February, 2014.  

NOA “DO THE RIGHT THING: FALL IN LOVE WITH NIGERIA” SHOW

DG AT NAN FORUM/ADVOCACY VISIT

(Left) Director, Operations and Peace Education, NOA, Mr. David 
Dogo; (Right) Director, Political & Civic Education, NOA, Prince 
Afam Anene; and a member of  management staff  of  NAN while the 
Chief  Press Secretary, NOA Mr. Paul Odenyi (standing) was doing the 
introduction of  NOA team at NAN Corporate Headquarters in Abuja 

thduring an advocacy visit on Tuesday 18  February, 2014.
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(Left) Miss Favour Orji, First Female Civil Servant and First NOA Staff  
to win the Quiz2own Civil Servant Quiz Game receiving a certificate 
from the Special Guest, Director-General, Women Development 
Center, Lady Onyeka Onwenu ( Right) during the presentation 

thceremony held in Abuja on Thursday 6  March, 2014.

nd(2  Left) Miss Favour Orji, First Female Civil Servant and First NOA Staff  to 
win the Quiz2own Civil Servant Quiz Game, receiving a certificate  from the 
Special Guest, Director-General, Women Development Center, Lady Onyeka 

ndOnwenu (2  Right) while the Director-General, National Orientation Agency 
(NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri (Right) and Principal Secretary, Research and 
Documentation to the First Lady, Dr. Isiaka Aliagan (Left) watch with interest 

thduring the presentation ceremony held in Abuja on Thursday 6  March, 2014.

(Left – Right) First Lady of  South Africa, MaNtali Nompumelelo Zuma; 
First Lady, Federal Republic of  Nigeria, Dame  Patience Faka Jonathan; 
First Lady of  Sudan, Widad Babiker Omer acknowledging cheers on 
arrival at the National Youth Concert held at Eagle Square, Abuja on 

thSaturday, 8  March, 2014.

(2nd Left) Director-General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), 
Mr. Mike Omeri; Former Military President, General Yakubu Gowon, 
being accompanied to the podium at the National Youth Concert held 
at Eagle Square, Abuja on Saturday, 8th March, 2014. 

QUIZ2OWN CIVIL SERVANT QUIZ GAME

NATIONAL YOUTH PEACE CONCERT

(Left) Director-General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. 
Mike Omeri and the Chief  of  Defence Staff, Air Marshal Maime at 
the National Youth Concert held at Eagle Square, Abuja on Saturday, 
8th March, 2014.

(Left – Right) First Lady, Federal Republic of  Nigeria, Dame  
Patience Faka Jonathan; First Lady of  Sudan, Widad Babiker 
Omer ; First Lady of  South Africa, MaNtali Nompumelelo Zuma; 
Wife of  the Senate President, Mrs. Helen Onma Mark  and Lady 
of  Song, Lady Onyeka Onwenu at the National Youth Concert 
held at Eagle Square, Abuja on Saturday, 8th March, 2014.
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(Right) Director-General, National Orientation Agency (NOA) Mr. Mike 
Omeri presenting some publications of  the Agency to Mr. Jackson Yapp of  
UNDP GEF United Kingdom during a courtesy visit to NOA Corporate 

thHeadquarters in Abuja on Thursday 27  February, 2014.

(Left – Right) Project Coordinator, UNDP GEF Energy Efficiency Programme in Nigeria, Mr. 
Etiosa Uyigue; Director, Planning, Research and Statistics, NOA, Mr. Bonat Tagwai; Mr. 
Jackson Yapp of  UNDP GEF United Kingdom; Director-General, National Orientation 
Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri; Deputy Director, Legal Unit, NOA, Hajiya Elelu Ahmed and 
(extreme right) Director, Operations and Peace Education, NOA, Mr. David Dogo during 
UNDP GEF Energy Efficiency Project courtesy visit to NOA Corporate Headquarters in 

thAbuja on Thursday 27  February, 2014.

(Left – Right) Chairman, Senate Committee on Orientation and Tourism, Senator 
Hassan Barata; Senator Femi Ojodu; Senator Hosea Agboola and Director-General, 
National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri exchanging pleasantries 
during the 2014 NOA Budget defence at the Senate Committee Chambers, in Abuja 

thon Wednesday 26  February, 2014.

(Left – Right) Director-General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike 
Omeri, Director, Finance and Accounts, Chief  Pascal Okolike and Director, 
Admin/Human Resources, Dr. Lawrance Martins at the 2014 NOA Budget 

thDefence at the Senate Committee Chambers, in Abuja on Wednesday 26  
February, 2014.

NOA 2014 BUDGET DEFENCE

UNDP GEF ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROJECT COURTESY VISIT TO NOA

NOA STAFF EMERGES THE FIRST 
WINNER OF QUIZ TO OWN 

A winner has emerged in the on-
going Quiz2own Civil Servant 
Quiz Games. The winner was 

Miss Favour Orji of  Press Unit, National 
O r i e n t a t i o n  A g e n c y  ( N O A )  
Headquarters, Abuja.

She was presented with the Quiz2own 
Civil Servant of  the Week Award and a 
sum of  ? 20,000.00 at a brief  presentation 
ceremony held at the Board Room of  the 
Agency. She is the first female Civil 
Servant and NOA Staff  to win the quiz 
game. Earlier in the year, the National 
Orientation Agency (NOA) collaborated 
with a private organization; Quiz 2 Own, 
to organise a weekly quiz competition to 

educate Nigerians on civil service rules 
and regulations. 

The Director-General had earlier pointed 
out that the quiz is in line with the 
mandate of  the Agency to mobilise and 

enlighten Nigerians on government 
policies and programmes, and that 
through the quiz, many civil servants 
would be enlightened on the regulations 
within the civil service. Lady Onyeka 
Onwenu, while presenting the award to 
the winner, congratulated her and urged 
civil servants to participate in the quiz. 
She furthered commended NOA and 
Quiz2own organization for the initiative. 
The Managing Director of  Quiz 2 own, 
Mr Ademola Fazaaz said that the quiz is 
still on-going and winners can win 
N10,000 to 100,000 and also get 
“QUIZ2OWN CIVIL SERVANT OF 
THE WEEK” AWARD. He advised 
those interested to obtain their scratch 
card from any of  the Ministries, 
Departments and Agencies or through 
accredited dealers. The competition takes 
place every Friday.

N

By Henry O. Obisesan

Photos: Sunny Nwabuike
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The National Orientation Agency (NOA) 
has lauded the National Conference 
delegates for the adoption of  the second 
stanza of  the Nigeria's National Anthem 
as opening prayer during deliberations.

The DG, Mr Mike Omeri, who made the 
commendation, said it was a patriotic step 
for national integration that should be 
e m u l a t e d  b y  a l l  N i g e r i a n s .

According to him “this is very 
commendable. It is a patriotic step for 

By Aisha Ali

NOA LAUDS DELEGATES ON ADOPTION OF THE 
SECOND STANZA OF THE NATIONAL ANTHEM AS 
PRAYER
 

National integration and justifies NOA's 
call for Nigerians to seek out the things 
that bind us than those that divide us”.

NOA has been advocating for the 
adoption of  second stanza as a National 
Prayer in public places as binding force 
f o r  n a t i o n a l  c o h e s i o n .

Other Federal Government organs 
notably; the Federal Executive Council 
(FEC), the two chambers of  the National 
Assembly and some States of  the 
federation have similarly adopted the 
second stanza as opening prayer in their 
offices.

NOA CONDOLES 
ABU OVER DEATH 
OF PROFESSORS

deepening the existing partnership 
between our two institutions on social 
transformation especially as the country 
prepares for the national conference and 
2015 general elections. Their death is 
even more painful because of  the great 
quality and value which the people that 
lost their lives in that singular accident 
have added to theatre development in 
Africa, it is indeed sad to say that Nigeria 
and the continent have lost very rare gems 
whose place will be very difficult to fill” 
said Omeri.

He prayed that God grants the university 
community and the families of  the 
departed the fortitude to bear the 
unfortunate loss and grant the souls of  
the departed eternal repose.

Contd. from pg 5

NAME: Hajiya Amina Kolo Abdulkura

STATE OF ORIGIN:  Nasarawa

HOME TOWN: Doma

LGA: Doma

MARITAL STATUS: Married 

DEPARTMENT/UNIT: Planning, Research and Statistics

DESIGNATION: Principal Planning Officer

YEARS IN SERVICE: 10 Years

BEST FOOD: Anything goes except pork!

HOBBIES: Cooking and watching good 
movies

EXPERIENCE IN THE AGENCY: Very rewarding and 
fu l f i l l ing  espec ia l ly  in  my  
department. Every day has a new 
lesson.

SCHOOLS ATTENDED:

1. Usman Danfodio University, Sokoto.

2. Federal Government College, Jos.

3. Fatima Private School, Jos.

STAFF PROFILE

LAUGH IT OUT
I BE STAFF

Conductor asked one of his 
passengers: wey your money?
Passenger replied: I be staff.
Conductor queried: which kind staff 
you be?
You be police? No!
You be soldier? No!
You be navy? No!
You be air force? No?
So wetin you be now! Abeg pay your 
money!
The passenger replied: I be boko 
haram!
All d passengers shouted: WHAAT!!!
Conductor you dey mad? Oga boko 
sorry sir, abeg no vex, we go pay for 
you sir.
Everybody screamed “DRIVER NEXT 
JUNCTION”.
Driver said e be like say na here I go 
drop too.

UNCLE THIEF

Some armed robbers forced their way 
into a house one night. They assembled 
all persons in the house and ordered 
them to lie face down. The people 
promptly obeyed at gunpoint. As the 
robbers were about to start robbing 
them, a small boy among the people 
raised up his hand and said, “Excuse me, 
Uncle Thief, my brother is not closing his 
eyes”.

Compiled by Henry O. Obisesan

The Director-General of  the National 
Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike 
Omeri has called on the general public 
not to patronize a purported 
recruitment website by the Agency, 
calling it a scam.

This appeal came when Omeri was 
addressing the management and staff  
of  the Agency at the 2014 NOA 
General Staff  Meeting.

He said the Agency has not sought 
approval for recruitment of  personnel 
and therefore, will not be in position 
to advertise for vacancies. According 
to him, any recruitment portal 
purportedly from the Agency was 
meant to defraud unsuspecting 
Nigerians.

Omeri stated further that the Agency 
would always advertise in national 
dailies for job placement, just as he 
warned job seekers to disregard the 
portal: www.bestjobs.com/noa describing 
it as the work of  scammers.

The NOA boss however urged those 
seeking information about the Agency 
to visit any of  its offices across the 
country or the Agency's website and 
news portal: www.noa.gov.ng and 
www.transformation.gov.ng.

DG NOA DISOWNS 
RECRUITMENT PORTAL

By Abdul Sa'ad
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he National Orientation Agency 
(NOA) and the Independent TNational Electoral Commission 

(INEC) will soon commence massive 
voter education to sensitize the Nigerian 
electorate on the processes of  the 2015 
General Elections as well as their civic 
rights and responsibilities in the elections.

This is emerging from a synergy and 
strategy meeting between the two 
agencies held at the National Orientation 
Agency Headquarters in Abuja. The 
INEC delegation to the meeting was led 
by INEC Commissioner, Dr. Chris 
Iyimoga acting as Chairman, Information 
and Publicity Committee of  the 
Commission.

At the meeting, the Director-General of  
NOA, Mr. Mike Omeri disclosed that the 
Agency was designing an interface to 
enable it take election messages to the 
masses in the languages they speak, read 
and understand. He further hinted that 
NOA had perfected plans to train its staff  
on election information dissemination, 
stressing that the Agency could not afford 
a misinformation of  the electorate or a 
distorted feedback on election matters. 
He said already, NOA staff  in Ekiti and 
Osun were carrying out community 
engagement and dialogue sessions for 

National Mobilizer                                                                                                               NOA

a new course and address issues of  
national political importance.

Omeri, who thanked President Jonathan 
for initiating the conference, advised that 
the platform should be a veritable avenue 
for promotion of  national interest over 
personal interest, adding that Nigeria 
would witness a better outcome for the 
exercise.

While reaching to some sections of  the 
public on the importance of  the 
conference, Omeri answered that the 
country needed to engage in dialogue for 
better co-existence, attainment of  
everlasting peace among others.

As delegates to the National Conference 
from across the country converge on 
Abuja to discuss burning national political 
issues affecting Nigera, the Director-
General of  the National Orientation 
Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri has 
advised them to see the opportunity as a 
patriotic platform to foster peace and 
unity of  the nation.

Omeri made this appeal as delegates 
converge for the national conference with 
participants drawn from all states of  the 
federation, professional bodies, academia, 
civil society and other stakeholders to chat 

CONFAB: DG NOA TASKS DELEGATES 
ON NATIONAL INTEREST

By Abdul Sa'ad

NOA AND INEC TO COMMENCE 
MASSIVE VOTER EDUCATION SOON

By David Ofurum
voter sensitization ahead of  the coming 
gubernatorial elections in those States.

Assuring Nigerians of  the resolve of  
government to ensure free and fair 
elections, Omeri said Nigerians should 
have no doubt about 2015 elections. 
President Goodluck Jonathan, he said, 
“has shown commitment to free and fair 
elections from the 2011 elections. No 
observer in that election reported any 
government interference in the processes 
of  that election, so Nigerians should be 
rest assured that the 2015 General 
Elections will even be an improvement 
on the 2011 polls”.

Speaking earlier, Dr. Iyimioga said the 
synergy was necessary as INEC 
considered it proper to liaise with NOA, 
being a key Agency of  government 
involved in information dissemination. 
This synergy with NOA, he said, would 
ensure effective election awareness and 
publicity towards the 2015 elections.

The INEC Commissioner assured 
Nigerians that election messages will 
reach all those who need to be reached as 
no effort would be spared in curbing 
voter apathy and improving voter 
education to ensure the 2015 elections is a 
remarkable improvement on the 2011 
elections.

DG NOA WANTS CULTURAL 
FESTIVALS TO BE MEDIUM 
OF ORIENTATING THE 
YOUTH ON VALUES
The Director-General of  the National 
Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike 
Omeri has described Cultural festivals as 
a platform of  orientation to hand out 
generational value.

The DG made this known during a 
courtesy visit by the members of  the 
executive of  Ogori Descendant 
Association, in preparation for the 
forthcoming 2014 Ovia Osese festival.

Omeri said cultural platforms like this 
should be used to orientate Nigerians 
especially the youths and children on the 
need for attitudinal change and to uphold 
Nigerian culture and family values. He 
lamented the high rate of  HIV/Aids 
among the youths, noting that many 
Nigerian youths are ignorant of  the basic 
facts about HIV/AIDS and often fall 
victim of  the virus. He said cultural 
festivals can provide veritable platforms 
for awareness creation on social 
challenges such as HIV/AIDS.

The NOA boss cautioned against the 
concentration of  adults on politics and 
elections, to the neglect of  crucial issues 
regarding youth development. He 
condemned the use of  youths as political 
thugs and the wanton killings of  children 
in the country.

Omeri gave the assurance that the 
Agency will continue to bring up 
programmes that will orientate Nigerians 
on the need to uphold the tenets of  our 
national ethics and value.

Earlier, leader of  the delegation and 
N a t i o n a l  S e c r e t a r y  o f  O g o r i  
Descendants Association, Mr. James 
Oyewole, commended the DG of  NOA 
for positively impacting on the lives of  
Nigerian youths through orientation on 
attitudinal change and publications that 
have gone a long way to bringing change 
among the youths. Oyewole therefore 
requested the NOA boss to honour the 
invitation as special guest at the 2014 
Ovia Osese Ogori Festival to further 
orientate Nigerian youths on ways to 
build a better Nigeria.

By Favour Orji
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(ECOWAS).

NIGERIAN NATIONAL ID CARD
National Identity Card is a document used 
to verify aspects of  a person's personal 
identity
N a t i o n a l  I d e n t i t y  M a n a g e m e n t  
Commission (NIMC) was established by 
the NIMC Act No. 23 of  2007, the NIMC 
has mandate to establish, own, operate, 
maintain and manage the National Identity 
database in Nigeria through the 
development of  a modern and universally 
acce p tab l e  iden t i t y  manag ement  
infrastructure in Nigeria.

NIGERIAN CONSTITUTION
Constitution is the birth certificate of  a 
nation. As the Supreme Law of  the country, 
it is the most sacred and solemn document 
in Nigeria. Nigeria operates a written 
constitution, that is, it is codified in a book 
known as the Constitution of  Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria. Section 24 (a) of  the 
1999 Constitution states “it shall be the duty of  
every citizen to abide by this Constitution, respect its 
ideals and its institution, the National Flag, the 
National Anthem, the National Pledge and 
legitimate authorities”. 

The object ives  of  the  Niger ian 
Constitution is to promote the unity of  
Nigeria, to promote within that desire for 
the diverse elements which make up the 
country and to secure greater participation 
by Nigerians in the discussion of  their own 
affairs. 

Nigeria has had a series of  constitutions. 
The current constitution was enacted on 
May 29, 1999, inaugurating the Nigerian 
Fourth Republic. Past constitutions since 
independence are ;  Independence 
Constitution of  1960, 1963 Constitution 
(First Republic), 1979 Constitution 
(Second Republic), 1993 Constitution 
(Third Republic) and 1999 Constitution 
(Fourth Republic). 

Originally the 10, 20 and 50 naira were to be 
polymer banknotes, but the 5, 10 and 50 
were delayed to late 2009 and only the 20 
was released in polymer. The notes are 
slightly smaller (130 x 23 mm) and 
redesigned from the preceding issues. In 
mid-2009 when Sanusi Lamido Sanusi took 
over as CBN Governor he eventually 
changed the 5, 10 and 50 naira to polymer 
notes.

On the 1000 naira notes, there is a subtle 
shiny strip running down the back of  the 
note. It is a shimmery gold colour showing 
1000 naira. The triangular shape in the 
middle of  the front of  the note changes its 
colour from green to blue when tilted. The 
main feature on the front is the engraved 
portraits of  Alhaji Aliyu Mai-Bornu and Dr 
Clement Isong, former governors of  the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria. Nigerian bank 
notes are printed in denomination of  5 
Naira (? 5), 10 Naira (? 10), 20 Naira (? 20), 
50 naira (? 50), 100 naira (? 100), 200 naira 
(? 200), 500 naira (? 500) and 1000 naira 
(? 1000).

While many questioned the reason for 
celebrating such a currency that seem so 
scarce to the majority of  the population, the 
Naira and Kobo remains one of  the most 
indigenous currency in the world and its 
uniqueness is easily identifiable to Nigeria. 
It is a National Symbol of  unity as is the 
Nigeria Flag, the Coat-of-Arms, etc.  

NIGERIAN NATIONAL PASSPORT
Nigerian National Passports are issued by 
the Nigeria Immigration Service to 
Nigerian citizens to travel outside of  
Nigeria. Nigerian citizens have free entry 
within 90 days, Right of  Residence and 
Right of  Establishment of  Business to 
member states of  the Economic 
Community of  West African States 

We need peace for our communities 
to develop. We must inculcate in our 
youths the culture of peace.

Dame (Dr.) Patience Faka Jonathan

One day we must come to see that 
peace is not merely a distant goal that 
we seek, but that it is a means by 
which we arrive at that goal. We must 
pursue peaceful ends through 
peaceful means.

      Martin Luther King, Jnr

Peace cannot be achieved through 
violence, it can only be attained 
through understanding.

  Ralph Waldo Emerson

When you find peace within yourself, 
you become the kind of person who 
can live at peace with others.

Peace Pilgrim

As a nation, let's focus on the things 
that unite us not on the things that 
divide us.  

Mike Omeri

WISDOM NUGGETS

NOA 97.7 
COMMUNITY 

FM RADIO
TUNE IN LIVE

TO

INSPIRATIONAL MOMENT
WITH

RONKE EGBUWALO
10:00AM – 10:30AM
MONDAY – FRIDAY

ANSWERS TO RIDDLES 
AND BRAIN TEASERS

1. The letter “M” (it appears once 
in “Minute” and twice in 
“MoMent”).

2. Name

3. “I found no single person 
there”  means  a l l  the  19 
passengers in the bus were 
married.

4. LONDON. If L and N at the 
beginning and end are removed, 
what will be left is “ONDO”, 
which is a State and a town in 
South West, Nigeria.

5. AGE

....Contd. from pg 5
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