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among every group of  people whether 
Hausa, Igbo, Yoruba or Kanuri.  For him, 
that was the generation of  love, peace, 
unity and progress.  He was inspired by 
several people including his father for the 
discipline of  the police in the past, and 
other political and social thinkers whose 
ideas are progressive.  

Though a native of  Keana in today's 
Nassarawa state, he lived and went to 
school in Mubi, Maidugri, jos and briefly 
in Kenya. His return to Keana for a stint 
as a teacher was essentially to ensure that 

the wind of  popular education sweeping 
through the country in the seventies and 
eighties did not leave his people behind.  
He was satisfied after a period of  one year 
that his people were part of  the race for 
the acquisition of  education. He believes 
that life itself  will always benefit from 
knowledge and more knowledge. 
Knowledge in itself  is derived from 
education and exposure. He readily reels 
out the names of  great men and women 
from the zone who have contributed 
immensely to the progress of  the 
Nigerian society.  

But he is impatient with restricted ideas 
which thrive in local spaces. According to 
him, while ideas and initiatives spring 
from the minds of  individuals, it can only 
grow through the tree that spreads over 
and across the walls of  those individuals.  
However, he has a lot of  passion for 
kwararafa nationalism which seeks to 
unify the several nations of  the middle 
belt of  Nigeria in realization of  its 
strategic place in the unity, peace and 
progress of  the country. He bemoans the 
seeming penchant for conflict among 

If  it is not the mood of  the nation, this is 
really the time to celebrate Mike Omeri.  
It is not about ostentation or any political 
outreach but a clear acknowledgement of  
his passion for our country which 
manifests so clearly each time he has a 
public job to do. The truth must be told 
that while the nation may not be suffering 
from a deficit of  men of  vision and 
capacity, one thing that is clearly in short 
supply is people of  passion for public 
good.

Omeri is one of  those with this passion 
for public good. As coordinator of  the 
National Information Centre, he and his 
colleagues at the Centre are demonstrably 
infusing clarity and cohesion to 
information management about the war 
on terror in our country. There is no point 
belabouring the observation of  the past 
where almost everybody in government 
had not just an opinion but often send in 
material to the press on what government 
is doing about the situation. Today, the 
National Briefing Centre provides timely 
information on all aspects of  the 
campaign that even international press 
find time to seek official reaction on 
anything they hear.

At the National Orientation Agency 
(NOA) where he is the Director General 
the period of  inactivity is over. The 
soundbites and footprints of  the Agency 
are everywhere to be seen. You may not 
agree with the style, but a clear effort to 
put back on the front burner issues of  our 
ethics, morality, character and support for 
government programmes is being made. 
The hallmark of  that is a charge to our 
people to Do the Right Thing; to 
transform our country. For many that 
charge resonates well because it is a direct 
call to the people of  Nigeria to resolve all 
the issues about our country through 
personal responsibility for bringing 
change in their own areas of  endeavor.

Omeri began quite early to show deep 
interest in the progress of  our country. As 
a kid born in a police barracks, he lived 
among several other kids without the 
colouration of  tribe or religion. Often he 
recalls the story of  how his parents made 
it a point of  duty to make new dresses for 
him and siblings during Christmas and 
Sallah. His father's career in the police 
made it easy to appreciate the difference 
between what is legal and good and what 
is not. It was a job that made him live 

communities in the Middle Belt.

In  a l l  o f  the se ,  Omer i  l oves  
communication and its strategic place in 
development of  any people or nation. For 
him, the clear interpretation of  his job in 
NOA is to communicate ideas and 
policies, programmes and activities of  
government to people as a bridge  for that 
necessary buy in for development.  One 
of  the first things in NOA in 2012 was to 
appraise the reason why the attempt to 
deregulate the petroleum industry failed. 
The simple result was the failure of  
designer of  that excellent policy to 
i n c o r p o r a t e  a  c o m mu n i c a t i o n  
component of  the implementation plan. 
To demonstrate how that works, he 
sought the understanding of  the Ministry 
of  Power and the Nigerian Electricity 
Regulatory Commission (NERC) to 
communicate fully the benefits and 
otherwise of  the Multi Year Tariff  Order. 
Today, it matters not to many consumers 
how much they pay as electricity tariff, 
what is more important is that there 
should be regular power supply.

A fellow of  the Nigerian institute of  
Public Relations, Omeri believes in its 
creed of  practical truth as a basis for 
g a i n i n g  p u b l i c  a c c e p t a n c e  o r  
understanding of  any policy. That is why 
each day at the National Briefing Centre, 
he makes it clear that he can only say that 
which is correct and true about the 
situation in the troubled North Eastern 
part of  the country. He is also an optimist 
who believes that the security challenge 
facing the nation would soon be gone.

Omeri loves his family both extended and 
immediate. For him, the work of  the 
NOA is also about handing over a 
cultured society to the future generation. 
That is why he is a great supporter of  
President Goodluck Jonathan and the 
National Assembly for the prohibition of  
same sex marriage in our land for the 
simple reason that it is alien and can never 
really find root in Nigeria. He believes 
also that the fight against moral 
decadence is one which must begin at 
home, with parents and other siblings 
playing active parts.

 As a man of  faith, he exemplify the liberal 
attitude which is finding root in many 
religions believing also that the destiny of  
man is in His hands. At fifty, his destiny 
and that of  the country is in the hands of  
all Nigerians hence at every point he says: 
Do The Right Thing to Transform 
Nigeria.

                                                              

      By Paul Odenyi
  OMERI HITS THE GOLD.
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The Board of  the National Orientation 
Agency (NOA) had received a 
presentation by the Bureau of  Public 
Procurement (BPP) on the Public 
P r o c u r e m e n t  A c t ,  2 0 0 7 .  T h e  
presentation, which was part of  the first 
meeting of  the Board since its 

inauguration, saw the Board receive a 
charge from BPP to ensure a high level of  
transparency in the procurement 
processes of  the Agency in tandem with 
the Do the Right Thing campaign of  the 
Agency.

Alarmed by the increasing number of  
internally displaced persons occasioned 
by spate of  crises across the country, the 
Presidential Committee on Relief  and 
Rehabilitation has set up a Relief  
Implementation Team for victims of  
recent conflicts in 24 states of  the 
country.

According to the Chairman of  the 
Presidential Committee, Alhaji Aliko 
Dangote, the 11-man team is headed by 
Mr. Tunde Lemo, former Deputy 
Governor of  the Central Bank of  Nigeria 
(CBN). Other members of  the Relief  
Implementation Team include: DG 
NOA, Mr. Mike Omeri, Hon. Uche 
Ekunife, Chairman House Committee on 
Environment, DG NEMA, Alh. Sani 
Sidi, Mr. Daouda Toure, representing UN 
agencies, Federal Refugee Commissioner, 
Hajia Hadiza Kangiwa, Mr. Robert 
Odiachi, Representative of  Federal 
Ministry of  Water Resources, Umar 
Farouk, Mr. John Kennedy Okpara and 
Dr. Sani Luga. 

NOA BOARD VOWS COMPLIANCE 
WITH PUBLIC PROCUREMENT ACT 

 By David Ofurum

PRESIDENTIAL RELIEF COMMITTEE NAMES TEAM 

FOR IMPLEMENTATION PLAN IN 24 STATES

        
By Abdul Sa'ad

The Lemo-led team is charged with the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  f a s t  t r a c k  
implementation of  decisions and policies 
taken by the Presidential Committee to 
provide relief  materials to Nigerians 
affected by various crises across the 
country.

Inaugurating the team, the renowned  
businessman, Alhaji Dangote stressed the 
need for the Presidential Relief  
Committee to extend its intervention 
beyond flood hit areas and flood related 
cases, saying that many Nigerians had 
been affected by “various” crises across 
the country.

Dangote said: “We didn't have much 
flooding in 2013, and raining season has 
not reached its peak yet this year. We 
believe that millions of  Nigerians are in 
need; and that is what calls for the need to 
provide between N750m to N800m to 
assist them.” 

On the level of  resource mobilization for 

(Left – Right) The Chairman, Presidential Committee on Flood Relief  and Rehabilitation, Alhaji Aliko Dangote; 
Director-General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri and 
the former Deputy Governor of  Central Bank of  Nigeria, Mr. Tunde Lemo 

the project, Dangote said that the 
committee was working hard to persuade 
people to redeem their pledges, adding 
that he was optimistic that when pledges 
are redeemed, there would be enough 
money to provide “foods and non-foods” 
materials. 

He also assured Nigerians that the 
Committee was prepared to build more 
shelters ahead of  the peak of  this year's 
rainy reason. 

On his part, the United Nations Resident 
Coordinator and United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) 
Resident Representative, Daouda Toure, 
said nations should try to cut gas emission 
that had been blamed for “unfriendly” 
climate change, adding that the UN had a 
pilot project with the government of  
Cross Rivers State on reduction of  gas 
emission in the country.

Introducing the presentation, Director-
General of  NOA, Mr. Mike Omeri said 
the invitation to the BPP to make the 
presentation was informed by the desire 
of  the Agency to blaze the trail in 
entrenching commitment to integrity and 
transparency in the procurement process 
among Federal Ministries, Departments 
and Agencies. He said the Board was 
seeking a clear understanding of  the 
expectations of  the Public Procurement 
Act and was committed to fulfilling those 
expectations.

The Director-General of  BPP, Engineer 
Emeka Eze, making the presentation 
commended the NOA for the initiative of  
inviting the BPP for the presentation, 
describing it as a good start in the right 
direction for the new Board. He said the 
Public Procurement Act demanded that 
public accounting and procurement 
officers adhere to the highest standards 
of  honesty and fairness in operating the 
procurement process and was optimistic 
that the Agency, as champions of  national 
core values, would be sterling examples 
of  those tenets.

Receiving a copy of  the Public 
Procurement Act 2007 from the BPP 
boss, the NOA Board Chairman, Sir Paul 
Obi pledged the Board's strict adherence 
to the provisions of  the law and warned 
that any official of  the Agency found 
wanting at any time regarding the Act 
would be made to face the full weight of  
the law.



3National Mobilizer                                                                                                               NOA

 from all of 
us at NOA, 

we wish 
you many 

golden years 
ahead...

Happy

Birthday

ththth

to our to our 
“Oga @ the top”“Oga @ the top”
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The Director-General of  the National 
Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike 
Omeri has called on the Youths in the 
country to be agents of  change in the 
soc i e t y  i n  o rde r  to  p rope l  the  
transformation agenda of  the present 
administration for the benefit of  the 
country as a whole.

Omeri said this when the representatives of  
the Muslim Congress of  Nigeria, Federal 
Capital Territory branch paid him a 
courtesy call in Abuja.

He continued that the goal of  any 
government is to do what is good for the 
people and Nigerians should learn to 
appreciate what the government is doing for 
the benefit of  the society.

The NOA boss urged the congress to 
encourage members to support the efforts 
of  the government, and advised them not to 
be used as agents of  destruction and refrain 
from unconstructive criticisms and 
peddling of  lies that the government is 

YOUTH SHOULD BE AN AGENT OF 
CHANGE IN THE SOCIETY – DG NOA

     By Aisha Ali

NOA, NAHCON INAUGURATE 
COMMMITTEE ON PILGRIMS' 
ORIENTATION
     The National Orientation Agency (NOA) 

and the National Hajj Commission of  

Nigeria (NAHCON) are set to ensure 

continued smooth hajj operation and 

sensitization of  intending pilgrims by 

i n augu r a t i ng  the  In t e r -Ag ency  

Committee on pilgrims' education, 

enlightenment and orientation.

Inaugurating the committee, the 

Director-General of  NOA, Mr. Mike 

Omeri charged members drawn from 

both organizations to develop a 

framework for nationwide public 

enlightenment of  pilgrims, adding that 

certain universal values should be 

inculcated to drive conduct of  honesty, 

patriotism and dedication.

“We intend to re-kindle the fire of  our 

existing relationship with the NAHCON. 

The Agency (NOA) has massive structure 

required to undertake this task. We should 

re-orientate pilgrims on the rules, 

regulations and general conduct”, Omeri 

By Abdul Sa'ad
stressed.

The NOA boss underscored the 

importance of  pilgrims' education and 

value reorientation campaign, saying the 

exercise would help project the interest 

and image of  Nigeria in good light, while 

recommending same for all travelling 

beyond the shores of  the country 

irrespective of  purpose and destination.

The committee has Dr. Sheik Saleh 

Okenwa as chairman. Other members 

are: Dr. Aliyu Tanko, Alhaji Maigari 

Ahmad, Alhaji Balarabe Gambo, Hajia 

Amina Elelu-Ahmed and Alhaji  

Galadima Z. Soba. Terms of  Reference 

include: to enlighten pilgrims on all the 

Hajj reforms, to orientate pilgrims on 

general conduct among others.

Earlier, the Chairman of  NAHCON, 

Mallam Muhammed Bello thanked NOA 

for its “continued partnership” and 

optimistic that the newly inaugurated 

committee would deliver on shared goal 

doing nothing for the transformation of  the 
country.

“youth should be encouraged to go back to 
agriculture as means of  livelihood instead 
of  waiting endless for white collar jobs 
which in turn make them listen to wrong 
messages from politicians for their own 
selfish interest” Omeri stressed.

Earlier, the representative of  the Congress, 
Raji Abdul Hakeem commended the 
Agency for its role in re-awakening the 
consciousness of  Nigerians to change in 
attitude and the crusade for values re-
orientation which “is a step for the positive 
change needed for the transformation of  
the country”

Hekeem revealed that the Congress is 
committed to good values that could help to 
move the society and the country forward in 
line with the Transformation Agenda of  the 
present administration.

of  both organizations, adding that 

pilgrims must be well enlightened and 

equipped with “relevant” information 

necessary for overall conduct of  pilgrims 

to holy land Mecca.

National Orientation Agency (NOA) has 
urged the media to always verify its 
information before making it public, as it 
concerned abducted 219 schoolgirls in 
Chibok of  Borno State particularly and 
the war against terrorism in general.

Director-General of  the Agency, Mr 
Mike Omeri, who is also Chairman of  the 
Information Centre, gave the caution in 
Abuja during a joint news briefing on the 
setting up of  an Information Centre on 
rescue operations.

Others in attendance were Defence 
Headquarters spokesperson, Major-Gen. 
Chris Olukolade, Police Force Public 
Relations Officer, Frank Mba, and 
spokesperson for Department of  State 
Security, DSS, Marilyn Ogar.

“Developments about abduction issues, 
which are incorrect and untruthful 
information, are being put out, especially 
in the social media,” he said. “We appeal 
to the media not to put out unverified 
information.”

He said President Goodluck Jonathan 
had directed synergy between all security 
agencies regarding information on 
terrorism fight, to ensure dissemination 
of  correct and up-to-date information. A 
website has also been set up by the 
Agency for the purpose of  briefing on 
development regarding the issues. The 
w e b s i t e  i s  
www.nationalbriefingcentre.com

“This Information Centre on the 
abducted girls and other security issues 
will be kept open. There will be periodic 
and timely information as regards 
progress made,” he said.

Also speaking, Olukolade alleged that 
most of  the pictures on social media were 
recycled for mischievous purposes, such 
as the one of  an incident in the Central 
Africa Republic being circulated around.

“One major tool of  terrorists is to create 
fear and that is the tendency peculiar to 
them. They want the citizenry to lose 
confidence in the state,” he said.

CHIBOK SCHOOL GIRLS: 
VERIFY YOUR FACTS, NOA 
TASKS MEDIA

Cont. on pg 10
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(Left – Right)  Mr. Frank Mba (Force Headquarters); Ms. Marrilyn Ogar (DSS); Mr. 
Mike Omeri, DG. NOA; Mj.Gen. Chris Olukolade (DHQ); Air-Commodor Yusufu 
Anas (Airforce) among others in a group photograph during a courtesy visit to NOA 
Corporate Headquarters, Abuja by Association of  Spokespersons of  Security 
Organisations.

(Left) Spokeperson, Defence Headquarters (DHQ), Major General. Chris 
Olukolade receiving some enlightenment materials from the Director-General, 
National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri during a courtesy visit to 
NOA Corporate Headquarters in Abuja.

(Left) The Director General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri 
sharing a joke with the Director General, Nigeria Governors' Forum, (NGF) Mr. Earl 
Osaro Onaiwu (Right) and Head, Projects Monitoring (middle), Mr. Louis Okhani 
during an advocacy visit to NOA Corporate Headquarters in Abuja.

(Left) The Director-General, Nigeria Governors' Forum, (NGF) Mr. Earl 
Osaro Onaiwu in a parley with the Director General, National Orientation 
Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri during an advocacy visit to NOA 
Corporate Headquarters in Abuja.

ADVOCACY VISIT OF DG NIGERIA GOVERNORS' FORUM TO NOA HEADQUARTERS, ABUJA.

ASSOCIATION OF SPOKESPERSONS OF SECURITY ORGANIZATIONS COURTESY VISIT TO NOA.

(Left – Right) National Commissioner, INEC, Dr. Nuru A. Yakubu; Director-
General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri; Chairman, INEC, 
Prof. Attahiru Jega and National Commissioner, INEC, Dr. Ishmael J. Igbani at a 
one day INEC and Civil Society Organizations Forum held in Abuja.

(Right – Left) Chairman, INEC, Prof. Attahiru Jega; Director-General, National 
Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri; Director, Political and Civic 
Education,(NOA), Prince Afam Anene and National Commissioner, INEC, Dr. 
Nuru A. Yakubu  at a one day INEC and Civil Society Organizations Forum held 
in Abuja.

ONE DAY INEC AND CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS FORUM TOWARDS 2015 GENERAL ELECTIONS
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(Right-Left)  Chairman, Makurdi Cattle Market, Alhaji Madi Maaji, Director General, 
National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri; Mr. David Manya Dogo; Mr. 
Bonat Tagwai and other members of  the Cattle Market in a meeting during Peace 
Advocacy and Stakeholders Forum on Herdsmen and Farmers Conflict in Makurdi, 
Benue State.

(Right) Director-General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri; 
members of  the Cattle Market in a meeting during Peace Advocacy and Stakeholders 
forum on Herdsmen and Farmers conflict in Makurdi, Benue State.

(4TH Left) Director General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike 
Omeri and other management staff  of  the Agency in a meeting with members of  
Makurdi Cattle Market, during a Peace Advocacy and Stakeholders Forum on 
Herdsmen and Farmers conflict in Makurdi, Benue State.

(Left – Right)  Chairman, Makurdi Cattle Market, Alhaji Madi Maaji, Director 
General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri; Mr. David Manya 
Dogo; Mr. Bonat Tagwai and other members of  the Cattle Market in a meeting 
during Peace Advocacy and Stakeholders Forum on Herdsmen and Farmers Conflict 
in Makurdi, Benue State.

NOA PEACE ADVOCACY AND STAKEHOLDERS FORUM ON CONFLICT IN BENUE STATE

(Left – Right) Ms. Marrilyn Ogar (DSS); Maj. Gen. Chris 
Olukolade (DHQ); Mr. Mike Omeri, DG. NOA; Mr. Frank Mba 
(Force Headquarters) during media joint security briefing at 
NOA Corporate Headquarters in Abuja.

(Left – Right)Maj. Gen. Chris Olukolade (DHQ); Mr. Mike Omeri, 
DG. NOA; Mr. Frank Mba (Force Headquarters) during media joint 
security briefing at NOA corporate Headquarters in Abuja

MEDIA SECURITY BRIEFING BY NATIONAL INFORMATION CENTRE
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As the saying goes that charity begins at 

home, NOA has educated its staff  on the 

importance of  oral hygiene as part of  the 

sensitization programme of  the Agency in 

collaboration with Federal Ministry of  

Health.  
Dr. (Mrs) 'Bimpe Adebiyi of  Dentistry 
Division, Federal Ministry of  Health, who 
presented a paper titled “Oral Health 
Promotion at the Grassroots Level in 
Nigeria” to NOA Headquarters staff, 
pointed out that the aim of  the programme 
was “to interface with the management and 
Staff  of  the NOA with a view to sensitising 
them on their responsibil i t ies in 
collaborating with the Federal Ministry of  
Health towards oral health promotion at the 
grassroots level in Nigeria as well as making 
recommendations with the implementation 
strategies”. She identified poor hygiene, 
poverty, harmful cultural practices and 
harmful habits, as oral health determinants

However,  she  po in ted  ou t  tha t  
development of  policies in oral health 
based on integration of  oral health into 
na t i ona l  and  commun i t y  hea l th  
programmes, and promoting oral health as 
an effective dimension for development of  
policy for the society would be a good 
strategy for improvement of  oral health. 
She urged people to desist from harmful 
practices such as tobacco smoking, using 
tooth to open bottle crowns, etc, and report 
any oral pain/discomfort/bleeding 
promptly to any nearest dental clinic.

NOA Director of  Special Duties, Mrs 
Ngozi Nkeoba, while speaking at the event 
further reiterated the importance of  the 
presentation that; for a good sensitization 
of  the public to take place, the staff  must 
first be educated on oral hygiene; as they are 
part of  the society. As staff, it is expected 
that the gospel of  oral hygiene would be 

The National Orientation Agency (NOA) 
and the Nat ional  Broadcast ing 
Commission (NBC) has agreed to partner 
on the use of  Community Radio as 
vehicle for the change of  behaviour and 
mobilization of  citizenry in the coming 
election.

Disclosing this, the Director-General of  
the NOA, Mr. Mike Omeri said that the 
media should act as a guide which the 
citizens follows to promote stability in the 
society, stressing that media reports 
should be modest to prevent a repeat of  
the unpleasant reactions that trailed past 
elections in the country.

Omeri decried the situation whereby 
media houses don't l ive up to 
expectations and the ethics of  the 
profession in their reportage in order to 
promote peace and unity among 
Nigerians.

He said that the community radio is in line 
with the mandate of  the Agency for grass 
root mobilization and would help to drive 
the focus of  broadcasting in Nigeria.

The NOA boss said that the Community 
Radio has become necessary considering 
the current challenges facing us today as a 
nation to help promote peace and unity 
among Nigerians while helping to drive 
the necessary transformation we desire as 
a nation.

“It is the peoples' radio, community 
owned which will help to promote 
community values that will help to drive 
the transformation we need” he said.

Responding, the Director-General of  the 

National Orientation Agency 
(NOA) has called on Nigerians to 
unite in the fight against terrorism 
and intensify efforts to promote 
peace through alternative dispute 
resolution methods.

The Director-General of  NOA, Mr. 
Mike Omeri made the call at the 
opening ceremony of  a five-day 
Technical Training on Mediation 
and Conciliation for Peace Officers 
of  the Nigeria Security and Civil 
Defence Corps in Abuja.

Mr. Omeri said “achievement of  
peace and security is the goal of  the 
federal government, noting that it is 
the bedrock of  stability, growth and 
development of  every nation”.

NOA DG, who decried the current 
insurgency, struggle over land and 
religious extremism currently 
experienced in the country, stated 
that the unity and stability of  the 
nation is being put under test by 
these elements.

Meanwhile, Mr. Omeri has asked the 

Nigerian film industry under the 
auspices of  Nollywood to look 
inward and find stories that reflect 
the country's national values in 
order to project the nation in good 
light.

He said this while presenting his 
paper entitled: Transformation and 
Nationhood: The Role of  the Film 
Industry at the 2014 Film and Video 
Exhibition/Market of  the Seventh 
Edition of  Zuma Film Festival in 
Abuja organized by the Nigerian 
Film Corporation, NFL.

He called on the movie producers to 
borrow a leaf  from the United 
States where the central theme of  
movies is woven around greatness 
of  their country.

Omeri was confident that the 
nation's film industry would be 
better, adding that commercial 
banks would soon tap into the 
'immense' opportunities that 
abound by providing loan facilities 
to support the industry.

     By Abdul Sa'ad

NOA/NBC SET TO 
PARTNER ON 
COMMUNITY 
RADIO

        By Henry O.Obisesan

NOA EDUCATES STAFF ON 
ORAL HYGIENE

preached to family members, friends, and 
the society at large.

This is a step in fulfilling the promise earlier 
made by the Director-General of  NOA, Mr. 
Mike Omeri while delivering a paper titled 
“Mobilizing the Grassroots for Oral 
Health” at a Conference to mark the World 
Day for Oral Health organized by the 
Federal Ministry of  Health with the theme 
“Celebrating Healthy Smiles” that the 
Agency would deploy its platforms to create 
massive awareness about oral health care 
amongst Nigerians.

NOA URGES UNITY AGAINST TERRORISM

     By Aisha Ali
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The National Orientation Agency (NOA) 
has commenced massive peace advocacy 
campaigns in the three states of  the North 
Central where Fulani herdsmen and local 
farmers had clashed recently leading to 
the loss of  several lives and properties. 
The campaign took NOA officials on a 
house to house peace campaign in the 
three states of  Benue, Nasarawa and 
Plateau. 

According to the Director-General of  the 

Agency, Mr. Mike Omeri, who was in 
Benue to lead the campaign, the effort is 
to underscore the importance of  
dialogue, unity and understanding 
between the various communities in the 
country. The Director-General who 
visited the Zonal Director, Nigerian 
Television Authority, Makurdi Network 
Centre, Mr. Sunday Sourtongo  to solicit 
increased publ ic awareness and 
sensitization messages said the NOA was 
concerned about the tribal and communal 
nature of  the recent incidents of  violence 
involving Fulani herdsmen and local 
farmers in Benue State and was optimistic 
that working together with NTA would 
increase the tempo of  alertness among 
residents in the state towards information 
sharing to forestall further incidents. 
Other locations visited in Benue are 
Makurdi Cattle Market, the Christian 
Association of  Nigeria (CAN) office, the 
Zone 4 headquarters of  the Nigerian 
Police. At the cattle market the NOA boss 
who addressed cattle rearers and dealers 
in both Hausa and English Languages 
preached the love and brotherhood of  all 
Nigerians and called for a return to the 
days of  good neighbourliness that cuts 

across different religions and tribes. He 
called on Nigerians to embrace the virtue 
of  forgiveness irrespective of  any level of  
provocation.

Appealing to religious clerics to use the 
altar as a platform to preach peace, the 
NOA boss also called on them to 
emphasize the brotherhood of  human 
existence as well as mutual understanding 
in their sermons for the next one year as 
an antidote to violent conflicts in the 

country.

In each of  the locations, 
the Agency got assurances 
of  the desire for peace by 
all the stakeholders in the 
state. In his case, the NTA 
Makurdi Zonal Director, 
Mr. Sunday Sourtongo 
who said the station had 
been doing all in its 
powers as a patriotic 
corporate entity to douse 
tensions, called on leaders 
in the country to pay great 

attention to mentoring so as to ensure the 
transfer of  good leadership skills to 
future leaders as a way of  maintaining 
peaceful communities.

The Chairman, Makurdi Cattle Rearers 
Association, Alhaji Madi Maaji, who 
spoke through his Public Relations 
Officer, Mr. Ali Mustapha maintained 
that the constant deprivation of  access 
for cattle rearers to grazing grounds was 
responsible for the frequent clashes 
between cattle rearers and farmers in 
recent times. He therefore called for 
government intervention in the provision 
of  grazing areas for their cattle as well as 
security for the cattle market, pledging the 
cooperation of  cattle rearers in Makurdi 
with government in security information 
sharing to prevent further outbreak of  
violence.

AIG Adeniji assured Nigerians of  the 
police's poise to continue advancing the 
cause of  security of  lives and properties. 
The AIG who said the police was willing 
to partner with all stakeholders to build 
peace across the country, stressed the 
need for Nigerians to see themselves as 
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brothers beyond tribal and religious 
divides. 

In Plateau State, the campaign received a 
boost as the Agency organized a town hall 
meeting of  stakeholders to resolve the 
impasse and find lasting solution to the 
incessant conflicts between herders and 
farmers.

The event which had in attendance 
various socio-political and religious 
groups from Plateau State was preceded 
by house to house peace advocacy 
campaign by the Agency.

Speaking at the occasion, the Chief  host 
and Director-General of  NOA, Mr. Mike 
Omeri advocated for alternative dispute 
resolution in resolving conflicts, adding 
that reconciliation process would help 
consolidate gains made in recent time in 
Plateau State. Omeri said further that we 
must not forget our 'cherished' customs 

Cont. on pg 11

In an effort to ensure free, fair and 
credible elections in 2015, the Director-
General of  the National Orientation 
Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri has 
reiterated the Agency's commitment to 
its partnership with the Independent 
National Electoral Commission (INEC).

Speaking at an event organized by the 
INEC in collaboration with the 
D e m o c r a t i c  G o v e r n a n c e  f o r  
Development Project (DGD) on Enhancing 

Citizen Participation through Civil 
Society Organizations, Omeri said the 
NOA would continue to work with the 
INEC in area of  voter education, noting 
that their partnership would extend 
beyond elections period. 

Commending the roles played by the 
Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), 
Omeri thanked them for being stake 
holders in nation building, while 
advising them to remain impartial, 

2015 ELECTION: 
NOA REITERATES 
COMMITMENT TO 
INEC PARTNERSHIP
       By Abdul Sa'ad
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WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT STROKE
A stroke is a condition in which the brain 
cells suddenly die because of  a lack of  
oxygen. A stroke can be caused by an 
obstruction in the blood flow, or the rupture 
of  an artery that feeds the brain. The patient 
may suddenly lose the ability to speak, there 
may be memory problems, or one side of  the 
body can become paralyzed. There are two 
main types of  stroke, these are; ischemic 
stroke and hemorrhagic stroke.

Ischemic stroke

Ischemic stroke accounts for about 87 percent 
of  all strokes and occurs when a blood clot, or 
thrombus, forms that blocks blood flow to 
part of  the brain. If  a blood clot forms 
somewhere in the body and breaks off  to 
become free-floating, it is called an embolus. 
This wandering clot may be carried through 
the bloodstream to the brain where it can 
cause ischemic stroke.

Hemorrhagic stroke

A hemorrhagic stroke occurs when a blood 
vessel on the brain's surface ruptures and fills 
the space between the brain and skull with 
blood (subarachnoid hemorrhage) or when a 
defective artery in the brain bursts and fills the 
surrounding tissue with blood (cerebral 
hemorrhage). Both types of  stroke result in a 
lack of  blood flow to the brain and a buildup 
of  blood that puts too much pressure on the 
brain. 

The outcome after a stroke depends on where 
the stroke occurs and how much of  the brain 
is affected. Smaller strokes may result in minor 
problems, such as weakness in an arm or leg. 
Major strokes may lead to paralysis or death. 
Many stroke patients are left with weakness on 
one side of  the body, difficulty speaking, 
incontinence, and bladder problems.

Anyone can suffer from stroke. Although 
many risk factors are out of  our control, 
several can be kept in line through proper 

 and medical care.

Risk factors that may cause stroke include 
the following:

? Age - as you get older your risk 
increases.

? Being male.

? A family history of  stroke.

? H i g h  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  
(hypertension).

? High cholesterol.

? Smoking cigarettes.

? Diabetes.

? Obesity and overweight.

? A previous stroke or transient 
ischemic attack (TIA).

nutrition

? High levels of  homocysteine (an 
amino acid in blood).

? Heavy use of  alcohol. Researchers 
from the University of  Lille Nord 
de France, Lille, France, reported in 
the journal Neurology that heavy 
regular drinkers have a considerably 
higher risk of  stroke early in life 
compared to others.

? Depression

What are the symptoms of  stroke? 

Within a few minutes of  having a stroke brain 
cells begin to die and symptoms emerge. It is 
important to recognize the symptoms, as 
prompt treatment is crucial to recovery.

Common symptoms include:

? Trouble walking, loss of  balance 
and coordination.

? Speech problems.

? Dizziness.

? Numbness, weakness, or paralysis.

? Blurred, blackened, or double 
vision.

? Sudden severe headache.

? Confusion.

Smaller strokes (or silent strokes), however, 
may not cause any symptoms, but can still 
damage brain tissue.

A transient ischemic attack (TIA) may be a 
sign of  an impending stroke - TIA is a 
temporary interruption in blood flow to part 
of  the brain. Symptoms of  TIA are similar to 
stroke but last for a shorter period and do not 
leave noticeable permanent damage.

How is stroke diagnosed?

A stroke is a medical emergency, and anyone 
suspected of  having one should be taken to 
hospital immediately so that tests can be run 
and the correct treatment can be provided as 
quickly as possible.

Physicians have several tools available to 
screen for stroke risk and diagnose an active 
stroke. These include:

? Physical assessment - blood 
pressure tests and blood tests to see 
cholesterol levels, blood sugar 
levels, and amino acid levels.

? Ultrasound - a wand waved over 
the carotid arteries in the neck can 
provide a picture that shows 
whether there is any narrowing or 
clotting.

? Arteriography - a catheter is 
inserted into the arteries to inject a 
dye that can be picked up by X-rays.

? Computerized tomography (CT) 

adding that they should neither see 
t h e m s e l ve s  a s  o p p o s i t i o n s  to  
governments nor other political parties.

The Chairman of INEC, Prof Attahiru 
Jega in his address said his Commission 
had been able to evolve ways to curtail 
election malpractices from introduction 
of smart card to card reader to detect 
impersonation and multiple voting. 
Jega said further that the new measures 
would make Nigeria achieve election 
standard 'reminiscent' to international 
bench mark in 2015.

The lead discussant, Dr. Hussaini Abdul 
of Action Aid, Abuja said achieving 
credible elections should be the 
responsibility of all CSOs, adding that 
nation's resources were used to 
conduct elections as he tasked probe of 
utilization by electoral management 
body. 

“However, I want to assure Nigerians not 
to lose faith in the government, as the 
government is doing everything possible 
to secure the state,” he added.

He said the multinational Joint Task 
Force, JTF is paying close attention to 
monitoring the possible movement of  the 
girls.

“Two surveillance equipment have been 
acquired with more sophistication than 
the ones already on the ground,” he said.

Ogar, on her part, said fighting terrorism 
needed concerted efforts, adding that 
security agencies had given out security 
telephone numbers to the public to give 
information to the agencies.

CHIBOK SCHOOL GIRLS: 
VERIFY YOUR FACTS, NOA 
TASKS MEDIA

Contd. from pg 5

LAUGH IT OUT
TEACHER: Maria, go to the map and find North America
MARIA: Here it is
TEACHER: Correct. Now who discovered America?
CLASS: Maria
TEACHER: John, why are you doing your math multiplication on 
the floor?
JOHN: you told me to do it without using tables.
TEACHER: Donald, what is the chemical formula for water?
DONALD: H I J K L M N O.
TEACHER: What are you talking about?
DONALD: Yesterday you said it is H to O (H2O)
TEACHER: Winnie, name one important thing we have today that 
we didn't have ten years ago?
WINNIE: Me!
TEACHER: George Washington not only chopped down his father's 
cherry tree, but also admitted it. Now, Louie, do you know why his 
father didn't punish him?
LOUIS: Because George still had the axe in his hand…
TEACHER: Clyde, your composition on “My Dog” is exactly the 
same as your brothers…did you copy his?
CLYDE: No sir, it is the same dog.
TEACHER: Harold, what do you call a person who keeps on 
talking when people are no longer interested?
HAROLD: A teacher
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that promote peaceful co-existence. 

Omeri also used the forum to appeal to all 
religious, traditional and political leaders 
to remain 'rallying point' to followers, 
while warning them to guard their 
utterances and always put aside their 
differences and sentiments to advance the 
cause of  nationhood.

The Governor of  Plateau State, Mr. Jonah 
Jang who was represented by his Special 
Adviser on Youths, Mr. Musa Bala said 
the forum would make parties in the 
conflicts 'ventilate' their opinions that 
would pave way for lasting solution to the 
crises. Bala assured that Plateau State 
would return to its 'age-long pride of  
being a peaceful setting.’

Earlier, the Chairman of  the occasion, 
Mr. John Gobak commended the Agency 
for the initiative; saying when people 
operated in an environment of  suspicion 
i t  wo u l d  r e t a rd  p ro g r e s s  a n d  
development. Gobak said further that he 
believed the gathering would afford 
people opportunity to chart a 'new path 
of  cooperation.’

Representative of  Juma'atu Nasril Islam, 
Mallam Sani Mudi appealed to 
participants not to be guided by emotions 
and sentiments in the course of  
discussion, noting that the platform was 
organized to proffer solutions.

In his contribution, the Chairman of  the 
Christian Association of  Nigeria (CAN) 
Plateau State chapter, Rev. Soja Bewarang 
said he was surprised by the gulf  existing 
between herders and farmers, noting that 
they were once lived peacefully. Bewarang 
bemoaned 'unhealthy relationship' 
among communities, while advising the 
parties to go back to the 'root' to re-
invigorate spirit of  brotherhood.

In her  emot ion- laden remarks,  
representative of  the women living with 
disability, Zainab Mustapha, said people 
in this category bore the brunt of  
conflicts, adding that they have not been 
properly protected. She enjoined 
governments and other Nigerians to 
show mercy and assist people with 
disability.

UNITY OF NIGERIA IS 
ABOVE SECTIONAL 
UNITY, SAYS DG NOA
         he Director-General of  the 

National Orientation Agency T(NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri has said 
that the unity of  Nigeria should be 
paramount to all citizens of  the country 
above regional unity irrespective of  their 
sectional divide. 

The NOA boss said this while responding 
to questions during an interview 
conducted by a media outfit, July 18 
International Limited on their proposed 
compendium: “Arewa: The Who's Who.” 
He maintained that problems of  
nationhood would vanish when citizens 
realize force and power behind a unified 
entity than regional unification. 

“I wish we have a reason for the unity of  
Nigeria beyond regional/sectional unity. 
We can achieve a lot when united and 
defeat our common enemy,” Omeri 
stressed. 

When asked about the challenges 
confronting the Agency (NOA), Omeri 
responded that within limited resources 
the Agency was able to initiate 
programmes and activities to support the 
Transformation Agenda of  President 
Jonathan, noting that activities of  the 
Agency had helped to inject 'new set of  
values and orientation' in our people. He 
however decried what he called 'line 
budget' for the Agency that affects its 
operations, and canvassed for increase in 
budgetary allocation. 

Omeri who underscored impacts of  
federal government in agricultural, 
aviation and educational sectors, said he 
was overwhelmed by levels  of  
transformation in those sectors, adding 
that National Automotive Policy would 
bring about industrial revolution in the 
sector by providing millions of  jobs and 
source of  revenue. 

On security, the NOA boss rejected claim 
linking poverty to insurgency, saying most 
countries of  the world would have faced 
insurgency if  poverty remained cause of  
violence. He however appealed to 
Nigerians to remain peaceful and assist 
security agencies as he labelled insurgency 
a common enemy to all Nigerians.

By Abdul Sa'ad
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scan - a scanning device that creates 
a 3-D image that can show 
aneurysms, bleeding, or abnormal 
vessels within the brain.

? Magnetic resonance imaging 
(MRI) - a magnetic field generates a 
3-D view of  the brain to look at 
tissue damaged by stroke.

? CT and MRI with angiography - 
scans that are aided by a dye that is 
injected into the blood vessels in 
order to provide clearer and more 
detailed images.

? E c h o c a r d i o g r a p h y  -  a n  
ultrasound that makes images of  
the heart to check for embolus.

How is stroke treated? 

The primary goal in treating ischemic stroke is 
to restore blood flow to the brain. This will be 
attempted using a blood clot-busting drug 
called tissue plasminogen activator (tPA). A 
doctor will inject tPA into the patient's arm. If  
for some reason the patient can't receive the 
tPA then an anti-platelet medicine will be used 
instead.

In addition, surgical procedures may be 
performed that can open up or widen arteries.

Hemorrhagic stroke is treated differently 
than ischemic stroke. Surgical methods 
used to treat this stroke variant include 
aneurysm clipping, aneurysm embolisation, 
and arteriovenous malformation (AVM) 
removal.

Most stroke victims will require rehabilitation 
after the event. A person's condition is 
generally dependent on the area of  the brain 
and the amount of  tissue that was damaged. It 
is common for the rehabilitation process to 
include speech therapy, occupational therapy, 
physical therapy, and family education.

How can stroke be prevented? 
One way to prevent a stroke is to be aware of  a 
transient ischemic attack (TIA) - or mini 
stroke - if  one occurs, the symptoms are 
similar to stroke. Knowing the symptoms of  
stroke can lead to earlier treatment and better 
recovery.

Much of  stroke prevention is based on living a 
healthy lifestyle, which include:

? Identifying and controlling blood 
pressure.

? Not smoking. 
? Lowering cholesterol, sodium, and 

fat intake.
? D r i n k i n g  a l c o h o l  o n l y  i n  

moderation.
? Treating diabetes properly.
? Managing stress.
? Being physically active.
? Follow a healthy diet

? Walking for at least 210 minutes 
each week was found to reduce the 
risk of  stroke in women. 

Culled from medcalnewstoday.com


