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 “We must resist the temptation to fall 
back on the same partisanship, 
pettiness and immaturity that have 
poisoned our country for so long. Let us 
summon a new spirit of responsibility, 
spirit of service, of patriotism and 
sacrifice, Let us all resolve to pitch in and 
work hard and look after, not only 
ourselves but one another” 

President Muhammadu Buhari
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INSIDE

Exclusive Interview 
with Garba Abari
Exclusive Interview 
with Garba Abari
..says his vision is to re-establish the 
presence of  the National Orientation 
Agency into the consciousness of  
Nigerians. 

..says his vision is to re-establish the 
presence of  the National Orientation 
Agency into the consciousness of  
Nigerians. 

POSITIVE VALUES: PATH 
WAY FOR PEACE AND 

SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT
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The clamour by a few Nigerians for 
everybody to do the right thing 
cannot be overstretched even now 
when our nation like never before is 
grappling with severe consequences 
of  moral decadence.

An example of  this moral slough 
and morbid attitude creeping into 
the fabrics of  the Nigerian state and 
its citizens is corruption and its 
demerits and of  course the 
insurgency which is a crime against 
society.

Indeed it is mind bugling to hear or 
read about the billions of  dollars 
carted away and siphoned into 
oblivion by a few of  us who were 
either elected or selected to be at the 
helm of  affairs.

Someone somewhere may argue that 
the basic problem facing Nigeria 
now is the dwindling revenue 
occasioned by the fall in crude oil 
price. In this regard, one may restate 
that it is the corrupt attitude of  many 
that led to the mismanagement and 
miss application of  the revenues 
accruing from there hitherto. For 
instance, it is the lack of  moral 
prudence that has prevented the 
nation from fully exploiting its rich 
human and natural resources in 
order to enhance her development.

In fact, as the economic gap 
increases, the desire for wealth 
increases, hence the propensity 
towards more dubious means 
of  acquiring money are 
developed consequently more 
privileged people loot the 
nations' treasury dry. Those 
that can neither loot nor grab, 
grumble and shirk their 
responsibility.

We cannot continue like this as 
a nation!

President Muhammadu Buhari 
during the launch of  “Change 
Begins With Me” Campaign 
pointed out that the social 

political situation in the country is a 
direct consequence of  the moral 
decay in the system where the values 
of  honesty, hard work, Godliness 
have given way to all kinds of  
manifestations of  lawlessness and 
degeneration in our national life. In 
his words; “I need not mention the 
serious effort we have engaged in 
since the inception of  this 
administration on the fight against 
corruption in our public life. With 
the progress we have so far made in 
that regard, we feel the need to 
ensure that we   put in place the 
necessary sustainable framework for 
action and measures that will help to 
entrench and consolidate the 
progress achieved so far.  This we 
believe can best be maintained 
through attitudinal change, and the 
change of  our mindset in private 
and public life”.   

In pursuant of  this, the activities of  
civil societies and the National 
Orientation Agency is strongly 
needed. This is why the President 
urged the Ministry of  Information 
and Culture, especially the National 
Orientation Agency to take the 
campaign to the nook and cranny of  
the country.

Government is therefore called 
upon now to enthrone an enabling 
environment so that the populace 
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can be educated and enlightened on 
government programmes and 
activities especially as it affects 
recovery of  the carted funds, 
recovering of  the economy and 
putting an end to terrorism.

The charge to the people using the 
vast structures of  the NOA and 
similar organs of  government 
should strive to educate the citizenry 
on the gross effect of  looting the 
national treasury, the cost of  
terrorism bearing in mind the lean 
and scarce finances available to the 
federal government which would 
have been used for development, 
loss of  precious human lives 
amongst others.

The populace need to be reawaken 
to their individual, national and 
patriotic responsibilities. They need 
to be aware that each and every hand 
should be on deck to save our nation 
from failure. They need to be 
sensitized to the effect that those 
noble ideas and values we cherish 
must be maintained for generations 
unborn. As individuals, we must 
show leadership (by example) in 
every sphere and stage we find 
ourselves. CHANGE BEGINS 
WITH ME!

CHANGE BEGINS WITH ME: SAVE NIGERIA
By Joy Ifechukwu Mbonu
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n reaction to recent clamours for 
close censorship of  the social media Iin Nigeria, the Director - General, 

National Orientation Agency (NOA), has 
descr ibed  the  soc ia l  med ia  a s  
complementary to the conventional 
media, stressing that both must be 
allowed to co-exist for a robust 
information spectrum in Nigeria. 

Abari stated this position while speaking 
to newsmen at the 46th National Council 
on Information (NCI) in Asaba, Delta 
State. He said the contributions of  the 
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In his address, he called on government at 
all levels, civil society organisations and all 
stakeholders to join in the campaign saying 
“when a lot of  awareness is in place, it will 
be very easy to treat cancer especially if  it is 
discovered at early stage”. The Director - 
General however advised citizens to be 
health conscious as this would prevent 
sudden/untimely death.

On his part, the Managing Director/CEO 
of  Managed Healthcare Services, Dr. 
Patrick Okorie, represented by Dr. Faith 
Nwachi, Head Medicals, said that breast 
and cervical cancer are the most common in 
women while prostate cancer is most 
common in men. He therefore advised 
staff  to avoid unhealthy lifestyle as most 
cancers are caused by environmental 
factors. He maintained that early detection 
is key to survival.

Meanwhile, free medical services were 
rendered to the staff  of  the Agency as part 
of  MHS corporate social responsibility. 

SOCIAL, CONVENTIONAL MEDIA 
MUST COMPLEMENT - ABARI

By David Ofurum

(Left) The Hon. Minister of Information and Culture, Alh. Lai Mohammed and the
Director - General of NOA, Garba Abari.

capital budget of  the Federal Ministry of  
Information was less than N2bn. He 
therefore urged the conventional media to 
always verify before adopting contents 
originating from the social media.

social media was essential to the 
a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  
information objectives, in line with the 
“Change Begins with Me” campaign, 
noting however, the need for a more 
responsible use of  social media space by 
the public. 

He explained that the “Change Begins 
with Me” campaign was a clarion call on 
Nigerians to personally imbibe the change 
mantra as a self-policy, both in 
government business and in private life as 
a combined top-bottom and bottom-top 
approach to national reorientation. 

On the current economic recession, Abari 
said “Recession is not a death sentence. 
However, it requires concerted effort by all 
Nigerians for us to exit this experience”. 
He said government, on its part, is 
blocking leakages of  resources while 
appealing to Nigerians for a positive 
change of  attitude toward appreciating the 
present economic realities and curbing 
wastages. 

Earl ier,  the NCI Chairman and 
Honourable Minister of  Information, 
Alhaji Lai Mohammed had in his Keynote 
Address at the event observed that the 
democrat izat ion of  infor mat ion 
t e chno log y  p re sen t s  bo th  new 
opportunities and new challenges, such as 
the deliberate misinformation of  the 
unsuspecting public by some social media 
playerd. He described as unfounded, the 
social media reports that the launch of  the 
“Change Begins with Me” campaign cost 
N3.4 bn, pointing out that the entire 2016 

The Director – General of  National 
Orientation Agency (NOA), Garba Abari 
has called on all staff  of  the Agency to be 
more involved in the campaign of  early 
cancer screening to curb the menace of  
cancer in the society.

Abari made this call at the opening 
ceremony of  the health week organised by 
the Agency in collaboration with its health 
management organisation - Managed 
Healthcare Services (MHS) and National 
Health Insurance Scheme (NHIS) at the 
Agency's National Headquarters, Abuja.

NOA FLAGS OFF LG 
ASSEMBLY, URGES 
NIGERIANS TO JOIN 
ANTI-CORRUPTION 
FIGHT 
The National Orientation Agency (NOA) 
has charged Nigerians to join the anti-
cor r upt ion f ight  of  the present  
administration and patronize local goods to 
salvage the nation's economy. 

Director - General of  NOA, Garba Abari 
gave the charge while flagging off  the 
Agency's nationwide Local Government 
Assembly at the Palace of  the Esu Karu in 
Karu Local Government Area of  Nasarawa 
State. 

Abari identified the need for citizens to 
establish the link between the causes of  
corruption and its effects, particularly the 
lack of  development in our society, as 
evident in the absence of  basic and essential 
amenities. He said corruption adversely 
affects everyone and therefore urged every 
Nigerian who has credible information 
about corrupt individuals and situations to 
“come forward without delay and blow the 
whistle with full assurance of  government's 
protection”. 

He said Nigerians from the grassroots up 
must take advantage of  the FOIA to obtain 
factual information on government 
budgets at all levels and, with that, monitor 

By David Ofurum

Continued on page 8...

NOA CALLS FOR MORE 
SENSITIZATION ON 
EEARLY CANCER 
SCREENING

By Ronke Egbuwalo
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The Director General, National 
Orientation Agency (NOA), Garba 
Abari has charged practitioners of  the 
accounting profession in Nigeria, 
especially in the public service, to 
upgrade their Information Technology 
(IT) skills to meet up with modern day 
requi rement  and internat iona l  
standards. 

Giving the charge at a seminar 
organized by the Agency for its staff  in 
Finance and Accounts department with 
the theme “Attitudinal Change in 
Accounting Profession: Contemporary 
Issues in Public Finance Management”, 
Abari observed that self-improvement 
and being IT savvy in this digital era was 
non-negotiable. 

Lamenting the lackadaisical attitude of  
some public servants to duty, the NOA 
boss noted that while qualifications are 

usually certificated, attitudes are not, 
hence the difficulty in assessing the 
attitude of  prospective employees 
before absorbing them into the public 
service. He urged public servants to take 
personal responsibility for their 
professional improvement, promising 
the support of  the NOA management 
for the Agency's staff  who desire 
professional improvement. 

In his welcome address, the Director, 
Finance and Accounts of  NOA, Alhaji 
Balarabe Gambo said imbibing the right 
attitude for accountants means applying 
professionalism in the discharge of  
official responsibilities and adhering to 
ethical code of  conducts including 
integrity and objectivity, especially in 
view of  the Accrual Basis of  accounting 
i n t r o d u c e d  r e c e n t l y  Fe d e r a l  
Government. He was optimistic that the 
seminar would provide participants the 

In order to create awareness on the work 
of  the Amnesty Office, the National 
Orientation Agency (NOA) and the 
Office of  the Special Adviser to the 
President on Amnesty have entered into 
a strategic partnership to promote 
agriculture and allied businesses as the 
preferred vocation for people in the 
Niger Delta region, especially former 
militants. 

The Director General of  NOA, Garba 
Abari and the Special Adviser to the 
President on Amnesty, General Paul 
Boroh (rtd) formalized that partnership 
at a meeting attended by officials of  the 
two agencies. 

According to Abari, the partnership 
would help to encourage the new policy 
of  strategic engagement by the Federal 
Government with the leaders and people 
of  the region which has resulted in an 
increase in federal revenue and ensured 
peace in the region.

He advised the Amnesty Office to 
sustain its work in the region in order to 
achieve the federal government 
development goals in the region.  

In his words, “I encourage you to ensure 
the social inclusion of  the youth in the 
region because they have the advantage 
of  age, strength education and 
population. 

The Director General said NOA is a 
willing partner in the task of  creating 
awareness on agriculture in the region 
because it has recently began a 
programme of  promoting the “Eat What 
You Grow and Grow What You Eat” 
campaign.

NOA DG TASKS ACCOUNTANTS 
ON I.T AND CHARACTER

By David Ofurum

As part of  the Change Agenda of  the 
Federal Government, the Director 
General of  the National Orientation 
Agency (NOA), Garba Abari has called 
on the public service to renew its 
commitment to service delivery to 
ensure greater efficiency and relevance 
to the society.

He said this as the Chairman of  the first 
session of  the National Policy Dialogue 
on strategies for improving service 
delivery in government parastatals, 
agencies and commissions which took 
place at the State House, Banquet Hall in 
Abuja. 

According to him, public servants have a 
duty to reconnect with the masses 
through improved service delivery, 
adequa t e  commun i c a t i on  and  
commitment to value for money. 

He said: “Service Compact with All 
Nigerians (SERVICOM) is good for us 
in order to rescue the public sector from 
the decadence of  today and position it 
for increased relevance in the society. 
The government cannot be paying you 

and you are not there to do the service, 
or you perform your duties in a way that 
brings bad image for government”. 

Abar i  s a id  the  pr inc ip l e s  o f  
SERVICOM are in line with the 
mandate of  the NOA to reinforce 
societal values of  integrity, hardwork, 
discipline and character, believing that 
the government Change policy must 
also embrace the social attitudes that 
drive its people. 

T h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  
Programmes at the Nigerian Television 
Authority (NTA), Mrs. Eugenia Abu 
who also spoke at the gathering urged 
government and authorities at the 
MDAs not to make the SERVICOM 
unit a dumping ground for inefficient 
personnel of  their organizations. 
According to her, only an efficient 
officer can drive efficiency in the 
system. She also called for more training 
not just for officers of  the servicom unit 
but for all personnel in the public sector 
to ensure greater responsibility in the 
service.  

Others who spoke at the policy dialogue 
include Mr. Japh Nwosu, a former 
permanent secretary, Dr. kole Shettima 
of  the MacArthur foundation.

NOA/AMNESTY OFFICE 
PARTNER TO PROMOTE 
AGRIC BUSINESS IN 
NIGER DELTA

DG NOA CALLS FOR
P U B L I C  S E RV I C E  
RENEWAL THROUGH 
SERVICOM

opportunity to broaden their potentials 
and increase their worth as accountants. 

The seminar placed emphasis on the 
International Public Sector Accounting 
S t a n d a r d s  ( I P S A S )  a n d  t h e  
Government Integrated Financial 
Management Information System 
(GIFMIS) with resource persons drawn 
from both within the NOA and the 
Office of  the Accountant General of  
the Federation.



5

As part of  efforts to entrench the 
principles of  good governance in the 
country, the National Orientation 
Agency (NOA) is training Local 
Government officials on "Good 
Governance" and has called on 
Nigerians, irrespective of  political and 
religious affiliations, to imbibe positive 
values to promote good governance in 
the society. 

Speaking at the workshop, the Director-
General of  NOA, Garba Abari said the 
objective of  good governance is to 
eradicate  pover ty,  improve the 
environment and quality of  life of  a 
people, urging participants to promote 
t r a n s p a r e n t  a n d  a c c o u n t a b l e  
government. Represented by the 
Director, Publication, Translation and 
Documentation, Aminu Davidson, Abari 
also emphasized that the execution of  
public policies must be carried out based 
on extant rules and in line with due 
process, probity, transparency and 
accountability. 

At the two-day capacity building 
workshop organized by the FCT 
Directorate of  NOA in collaboration 
with the six area councils of  the FCT, in 
Keffi, Nasarawa State, the NOA boss said 
the issue of  good governance was 
essentially concerned with effective and 
efficient management of  society and 
management of  its resources in a way that 
ensures the rea l izat ion of  the 
developmental goals of  society. 
According to him, the Agency, in line 
with its mandate will continue to sensitize 

and mobilize the people to imbibe 
positive values in order to attain national 
growth and development. 

The Minister of  the FCT, Muhammad 
Bello, represented by Mr. Cosmas 
Uzodinma of  the  Infor mat ion 
Department said the good governance 
t e n e t  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  F C T  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a d d i n g  t h a t  
accountability and service delivery is key 
for development.

Bello said the FCT administration is 
driven by prudent management of  funds 
and provision of  essential services for 
the area councils. 

In a remark, the Acting Director, FCT 
NOA, Mary Tanko said the essence of  
the workshop was to take the tenet of  
good governance to the grassroots for 
societal transformation. She urged 
Council Chairmen to be accountable and 
promote efficient service delivery for the 
people to feel the impact of  the Change 
mantra of  the present administration. 

In his words the Chairman, Association 
of  Local Government of  Nigeria 
(ALGON), Joseph Shazim commended 
the Agency for the initiative of  reaching 
out to the grassroots to take part in 
nation building efforts. He called on 
youths in the Area Councils to take 
advantage of  the mass of  land provided 
by the FCT administration to go back to 
farming for the growth of  the Territory's 
economy.
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POSITIVE VALUES: PATH WAY FOR 
PEACE AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

NUJ PLEDGES TOTAL SOLIDARITY TO NOA
The Anambra State council of  the Nigeria 
Union of  Journalists, has pledged its total 
solidarity and support to the National 
Orientation Agency (NOA) Directorate in 
the state.

The State Chairman of  the Union, Sir. 
Emma Ifesinachi, who was speaking when 
he led some Executive members of  the 

From Obiorah Anthony, Anambra
union on a courtesy visit to the Acting 
Director, NOA, Dr. Ozoemena in his 
office at Awka, said that they deemed the 
visit necessary to identify with him as one 
of  their own.

He described the appointment of  a 
member of  the union in the state to such 
an exalted position in NOA as a sign of  

good thing that will happen in the union, 
promising unalloyed support of  the union 
to the Acting Director, Dr. Ozoemena to 
enable him succeed. 

Sir. Ifesinachi, noted that Dr. Ozoemena, 
has the capacity and credibility to change 
the current destiny of  the Agency to 
better, expressing the burning desire of  
the union to partner NOA in its well-
articulated development programmes for 
the rural communities in the state as well 
as in the dissemination of  government 
development programmes so that the 
people could appreciate them, especially 
the economic stimulus package of  the 
State Government.

Responding, the Acting Director, NOA, 
Dr. Ozoemena, thanked the visiting team 
for identifying with him and commended 
the excellent performance of  the current 
leadership of  the union in the state, 
especially in the area of  projecting and 
promoting the corporate image of  the 
state. 

He however described the job of  
information dissemination as critical and 
maintained that the Agency cannot 
achieve much in the society without the 
assistance of  the media, which he holds so 
dearly.

He described the partnership as a 
beginning of  an organizational progress, 
assuring the visit team that the Agency is 
ever ready to partner with the state council 
of  the NUJ in disseminating government 
developmental programmes to the 
hinterlands.

Also, the State Secretary of  the union, 
Comrade Emma Udeagha, described 
NOA as one of  the very important 
Agencies of  the Federal Government, 
charged with the responsibility of  
sensitizing the people on government 
developmental programmes and policies, 
adding that the present leadership of  the 
union in the state is prepared to support 
NOA to achieve its lofty mandates in the 
society. 

In their separate speeches, the Assistant 
Director, Planning, Research and Strategy 
in NOA, Dr. Dennis Ekemezie and his 
counterpart incharge of  programmes, Sir. 
Joseph Uchendu, said that the present 
leadership of  the union has within a few 
months in office performed creditably 
well, thanking the visiting team for 
identifying with the Agency in its onerous 
task in building an enduring Nigeria 
through its attitudinal change campaign.            

By Aisha Ali

The presidential adviser earlier said the 
partnership with NOA is designed to 
make agriculture an occupation of  choice 
for the people of  the area. 

He said the office will build other forms 
of  partnership with other stakeholders at 

the federal level, including the Ministry 
o f  Env i ronment ,  N ig e r  De l t a  
Development Commission (NDDC), 
Nigeria Maritime Administration and 
Safety Agency (NIMASA), Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporations 
(NNPC) and others.
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(Centre) The Director – General, National Orientation Agency 
(NOA), Garba Abari; (Left) Managing Director, News Agency of  
Nigeria (NAN), Mr. Bayo Onanuga; (Right) Director – General, 
Federal Radio Corporation of  Nigeria (FRCN), Dr. Mansur Liman 
with the representatives of  the Directors – General of  Voice of  
Nigeria (VON) and NTA observing the National Anthem during a 
One-day Roundtable on Reporting Peace Building Processes and 
Counter Terrorism Narratives in Nigeria organised by the 
Department of  Documentation, Translation and Publication 
(DTP) of  NOA in Abuja.

(Centre) The Director – General, National Orientation Agency 
(NOA), Garba Abari in a group photograph with dignitaries and 
directors of  the Agency during a One-day Roundtable on 
Reporting Peace Building Processes and Counter Terrorism 
Narratives in Nigeria organised by the Department of  
Documentation, Translation and Publication (DTP) of  NOA in 
Abuja.

Discussants at the One-day Roundtable on Reporting Peace 
Building Processes and Counter Terrorism Narratives in Nigeria 
organised by the Department of  Documentation, Translation and 
Publication (DTP) of  NOA in Abuja.

(Left) The Director – General, NOA, Garba Abari and the National 
Coordinator, Centre for Disease and Control (NCDC), Dr. Chikwe 
Ihekweazu during a press conference on meningitis outbreak in 
Nigeria held at the NOA Conference Hall in Abuja.

The Director – General, NOA in a warm handshake with the 
representative of  the INEC Chairman, Prof. Bolade Eyinla at a 
Stakeholders' Retreat on “National Orientation Agency's Draft 
Strategic Plan” held at the NOA headquarters in Abuja.

(Right) The Directors – General, NOA, Garba Abari; FRCN, Dr. Mansur 
Liman; representative of  the Director of  Defence Information, Defence 
Headquaters, Lt. Cdr. Way Olabisi and the paper presenter, Dr. Otive Igbuzor 
observing the National Pledge at a Stakeholders' Retreat on “National 
Orientation Agency's Draft Strategic Plan” held at the NOA headquarters in 
Abuja.
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NOA Directors at a Stakeholders' Retreat on “National Orientation 
Agency's Draft Strategic Plan” held at the NOA headquarters in 
Abuja.

The Executive Governor of  Kaduna State, Malam Nasir El Rufai in a chat with 
the Director, Documentation, Translation and Publication (DTP) of  the 
National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Davidson Aminu who represented 
the Director – General of  the NOA, Garba Abari during the launching of  two 
books titled “Know About Corruption” and “Rebirth of  Conscience” written 
by Amina Tukur Othman, which took place at the Ya'adua Centre, Abuja.

(Left) The Director of  Orientation and Behaviour Modification 
(OBM), NOA, Mr. Musa Chantu; Air Commodore Muhammed I. 
Muktar, Nigerian Air Force; and ACM Godwin O. Ogagaoghene, 
FRSC during a programme organised by the OBM Department of  
NOA tagged “Change Begins With Me: Need for Maintenance 
Culture Among Nigerians” held at the NOA Headquarters, Abuja.

Cross section of  participants at a programme organised by the 
Orientation Behaviour Modification (OBM) Department of  
NOA tagged “Change Begins With Me: Need for Maintenance 
Culture Among Nigerians held at the NOA Headquarters, Abuja.

(From centre) SSA to President Muhammadu Buhari on Foreign 
Affairs and Diaspora, Hon. Abike Dabiri - Erewa; (Left) Director 
- General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Garba Abari 
flanked by dignitaries and students of  Government Secondary 
School, Tundun Wada, Zone 5, Wuse during a One-day Value 
Reorientation Programme for Secondary Schools in FCT 
organised by the Department of  Political, Civic Education and 
Values (PCEV), held at the NTA Arena, Abuja

(Left) Director, General Services, Mr. Samuel Soughl; ACM 
Godwin O. Ogagaoghene, mni, FRSC  and the Director of  
Political, Civic Education and Values (PCEV), Mrs. Ngozi 
Ekeoba, mni during “Change Begins With Me: Instilling Good 
Road Ethics in Citizens” organised by the Department of  General 
Services, NOA in Abuja.
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programme will herald a new consciousness 
in the media profession on the need to play 
a pivotal role in popularising government 
efforts in promoting peace in the country. 

Present at the event were Director – 
General of  FRCN, Dr. Mansur Liman, 
Managing Director of  NAN, Mr. Bayo 
Onanuga,   Executive Directors of  News 
and  Prog rammes,  NTA,  Messrs.  
Muhammed Lambo and Wole Coker 
respectively, and representative of  the 
Director – General of  VON.

The Director – General of  the National 
Orientation Agency (NOA), Garba Abari 
has called on the media to see themselves as 
major stakeholder in reporting peace 
building processes and counter terrorism 
narratives in winning the war against 
insurgency in the country.

He made this known in Abuja at a one-day 
roundtable on the Role of  Media in 
Reporting Peace Building Processes and 
Counter Terrorism Narratives in Nigeria 
organised by the depar tment of  
Documenta t ion ,  Trans l a t ion  and  
Publication (DTP) of  the Agency.

Abari pointed out that the kind of  reporting 
that was made when the insurgency was at 
its peak “necessarily now has to reflectively 
be different now that peace is gradually 
returning to the security challenged 
community of  the North East”. This, he 
said necessitated the need for the 
programme. In reporting the peace building 
processes, media instruments such as the 

radio, television, social media as well as the 
print media have a major role to play. In his 
words, “we are going to use radio, TV, 
newspapers for people around the world to 
see what effort that is being made by 
government in other to rebuild the North 
East and to bring these stories in a more 
credible convincing manner, the media has 
a great role to play”.

Mr. Kayode Bolaji who presented a paper at 
the event pointed out that the length and 
direction of  peace process is usually 
determined by the media. “News report 
provides the citizens clues about the 
political climate surrounding the peace 
process” he said.

Earlier, the Director, DTP of  the Agency, 
Mr. Davidson Aminu in his opening 
remarks said the objective of  the 
programme was to sensitise the media on 
the need to be fair, objective and balance in 
their reportage of  security events in the 
country as part of  efforts to promote 
national peace. He believed that the 
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MEDIA, STAKEHOLDER IN PEACE 
B U I L D I N G  A N D  C O U N T E R  
TERRORISM NARRATIVES – DG NOA

NOA FLAGS OFF LG 
ASSEMBLY, URGES 
NIGERIANS TO JOIN 
ANTI-CORRUPTION 
FIGHT 
budget implementations and raise 
objections when budgetary provisions are 
misappropriated, assuring them of  
government's full protection. 

In his remarks, the Esu of  Karu, 
Pharmacist Luka Baba Manya harped on 
the need for Nigerians to return to the 
universal traditional values for which 
Nigerian communities are known, 
including integrity in service, respect for 
constituted authority, dignity of  labour and 
good neighborliness. He said these values, 
if  adhered to irrespective of  whether one is 
at home in his place of  nativity or away, 
would significantly curtail the security and 
corruption challenges in the nation. 

The Chairman, Karu Local Government, 
Hon. Bin-Allah Ya Vandavu charged 
Nigerians to grow what they eat and eat 
what they grow while shunning the 
tendency to embrace foreign foods. 

At the interactive sessions on government 
initiatives and topical national challenges, a 
cross-section of  Nigerians stressed the 
urgent need to end the menace of  
herdsmen attacks of  farms and farmers in 
the interest of  food and human security. 

The NOA Local Government Assembly is 
designed to sensitize citizens in the rural 
areas on government activities, policies and 
programmes and to elicit citizens' buy-in 
such initiatives, specifically in the two key 
areas of  security awareness and the fight 
against corruption. The Assembly drew 
participation from traditional and religious 
leaders, youth and women groups, non-
governmental organizations, opinion 
leaders and other stakeholders.

...Continued from page 3

By Henry Obisesan
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What was your first reaction when you 
heard of  your appointment as Director – 
General of  the National Orientation 
Agency?

Thank you very much. I really do not know 
whether the reaction was that of  excitement 
or that of  fear or a combination of  both. 
This is because as a player in the public and 
social issue for a very long time I have a 
sense of  what our country has become and I 
have always felt that Nigeria should be 
better than what it is if  you go by our peers 
of  whom we started the journey at the same 
time as a nation in the last five or six decades 
e.g. Brazil, South Korea, Malaysia, etc. 
These are all countries with which Nigeria 
started. Even though they are still facing 
their own challenges but in terms of  their 
environment as nations, they could be said 
to have actually gone far ahead of  Nigeria. 
That is one. Two, looking around, every 
aspect of  our national life needs re-
orientation. Our values of  old have actually 
been thrown away or are not appreciated or 
have not been imbibed by the citizens or no 
longer play significant roles in our character 
or character formation at the level of  the 
young ones and in our behaviour as adults 
on both the social, economic and political 
issues. So if  somebody is coming from this 
side of  appreciation of  the general situation 
in the country and he is saddled suddenly 
with the responsibility of  reorientation of  

the entire citizenry, I think the first thing is 
actually that of  apprehension or fear or 
perhaps even of  being overwhelmed by the 
challenges that the situation actually poses. 
So that was my reaction when I heard that I 
was appointed the Director – General of  
the Agency.

I think I am trying to find my feet. Having 
assumed office, I have carefully read 
through the handing over note. I took 
briefings from the directors I met on 
ground. I consulted widely with the past 
Chief  Executives of  the Agency to draw 
from their experiences. Also, I am still 
developing my own focus and strategies 
because they keep changing day by day, new 
challenges are coming up, therefore, we 
keep changing so that these challenges or 
strategies are in sync with the challenges 
that are being thrown up daily. It is actually a 
very overwhelming assignment but I am 
very clear about where I am heading in this 
assignment.   What I can say is that here is 
an Agency of  government that has such 
very wide and cross curtain functions for 
which actually neither the government or 
Nigerians really seem to appreciate how 
much it can do in our process of  evolving as 
a nation because if  the National 
Orientation Agency had been allowed to 
operate strictly within the confines of  the 
laws setting it up, quite a number of  the 

Then how are you settling down?

problems that we see today in the political 
and the social space, even the economic 
space would not have arisen. There is 
actually a gap of  information out there 
between the citizens and the government. 
The job of  the National Orientation 
Agency, from the perspective of  
dissemination of  government policies and 
programmes for the purpose of  
marshalling support of  the citizens around 
these policies and programmes, and in the 
process eliciting required feedback so that 
government is properly guided as to what 
the citizens are thinking about such policies 
and programmes, is to fill this gap. I think 
much need to be done in that aspect. Every 
Agency of  government, ministries and 
departments have their own individual or 
distinct information dissemination outlet. 
They have the enlightenment departments 
or units or information units as they are 
called manned by specific competences but 
a lot has not been done to bridge the gap of  
information simply because most of  such 
activities are confined to the cities through 
press conferences, workshop, press releases 
but the information needs to be taken down 
to the grassroots where it matters most. 
NOA has an elaborate, robust structure that 
cut across the national to the state 
structures and this could have helped a 
great deal if  the Agency has had all the 
requisite support. I think it could have done 
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much better than it is now doing by way of  
the dissemination of  information and by 
way of  making the citizens appreciate why 
things are happening the way things are 
happening so that the information is 
actually contextualised for the purposes of  
enlightening the citizens. Because at the 
local government, the staff  of  the Agency 
are drawn mainly from within the 
community, a lot will come from them by 
way of  making the information that they are 
bringing out to be credible because it is the 
information coming from sons and 
daughters of  the environment and 
therefore are known to the community and 
so the integrity of  the information so 
disseminated cannot be discountenanced. 

First and foremost, my vision is to re-
establish the presence of  the National 
Orientation Agency into the consciousness 
of  Nigerians. Two, to turn around the 
Agency to be  both sensitisation and 
mobilisation outfit bringing about 
consistence messaging that engender love 
for country and mobilise citizens to support 
government around a definite ideology of  
economic patriotism engendering and 
mobilising the country around government 
policies and programmes through the 
principle of  economic nationalism. There is 

no gainsaying in the fact that this country is 
passing through very difficult period but 
this difficulty that we are passing through 
should not make us to despair. In fact, it 
should regenerate hope but, you don't 
simply take the citizens for granted. If  you 
want the citizens to develop economic 
nationalism that I am talking about, they 
must be made to know of  what government 
is setting out to do in order to change the 
turn of  events from the present various 
difficulties to a period where people will 

What is your Vision and mission; the 
central theme of  your leadership in the 
Agency?

begin to see light at the end of  the tunnel. So 
this is the vision. Now the mission is 
actual ly to develop the National 
Orientation Agency into the institution of  
state that has sufficient capacity and 
competences both in terms of  its delivery 
abilities and in terms of  developing the 
capacity of  its personnel so that its mandate 
will be adequately and sufficiently carried 
out. To uplift the NOA into a modern day 
institution that leverages on science and 
technology for its operations so that it 
reaches as wide as population as possible in 
a most cost effective manner.

There are three challenges. One is the 
institutional capacity and this we must do 
through training and retraining and 
leveraging on modern system of  
management. Two, there is a huge funding 
challenge and this is not actually limited to 
the National Orientation Agency but even 
in appreciation of  the fact that there is a 
huge funding challenge, I have also try as 
much as possible to tap from a large body of  
social capital out there. With civil society, 
development groups, social and political 
groups out there, with donor agencies, in 
order to develop common programmes and 
synergise with the wide expectations from 
the Agency. Now sadly, there is attitudinal 

and behavioural challenge of  the populace. 
The fact that there is a deep cynicism which 
has built overtime and has become largely 
part of  our national culture.

I think there is a strong role for our 
traditional rulers and traditional institutions 

I am sure you have observed some 
challenges in the task of  realising the 
mandate of  the Agency. What are they?

In Enugu recently, you met with some 
Traditional Rulers as part of  your 
sensitization drive. How relevant do you 
think they can be in ensuring social 
harmony and peace in the country? 

in mobilising the citizens for peaceful 
coexistence. Our palaces, mosque and 
churches must continue to remain 
sanctuaries for the preaching of  peace and 
peaceful coexistence. There is no part of  
the country that does not have deep positive 
values of  love peaceful coexistence or being 
a brother's keeper, hard work, honesty or 
integrity. These are part of  our traditional 
and cultural norms as Africans and as 
Nigerians. The traditional rulers and 
institutions remain the custodians of  this 
culture and traditions. Their role therefore, 
is the inculcation, upholding, preaching and 
propagating these positive norms that 
define us as a people. Their roles therefore, 
should not be neglected. Traditional rulers 
and our traditional institutions have a key 
role to play.

There is no attempt to relaunch WAI 
brigade. The brigade was launched by the 
President when he was the military 
President in 1984. Since it was launched 
even after his exit as a military Head of  
State. That volunteer group of  Nigerians 
have remained in the social and the political 
space. Perhaps Nigerians have not noticed 
that the young men and women that they 
see at times either in mosques on Friday or 
in churches on Sunday or at chaotic traffic 
points in the country or at social gathering 
trying to ensure orderly behaviour who are 
adorned in green uniform are volunteers in 
the social and political space. There are over 
150,000 of  such Nigerians who are engaged 
in this act of  volunteerism who have all 
been around from 1984 till date and who 
have been domiciled by law under the 
National Orientation Agency, which the 
Agency   trains over time or annually at the 
Citizens and Leadership Training Centre in 
Jos, Plateau State every year and whom the 
Agency encourages to continue performing 
the functions which they have voluntarily 
submitted themselves to do. The WAI 
Brigade have been there. But what I said the 
day they came to do their Commanders 
meeting was to extend a message of  
goodwill to them, to extend the 
appreciation of  the Agency to them for the 
good work they have all been doing all these 
years as volunteers on the social and 
political space and also to say how do we do 
that? Many do not know that of  these 
150,000 or more, half  of  them have 
different certifications from different 
tertiary institution of  learning and are 
gainfully employed but they are volunteers. 
If  you see them the day they did the 
Commanders meeting and you look at their 

Recently there was a report that the 
Agency was relaunching the War 
Against Indiscipline (WAI) Brigade, 
what used to be the Community 
Support Brigade. What are u going to do 
differently?
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uniform, you can see that they were wearing 
different shirts of  green some are light 
green while some are wearing both others 
were wearing sandals. So, these are the kind 

of  things I said we are going to do. We may 
perhaps begin to find a way of  kitting them 
properly and increase their number and 
train them, and of  course we may find a way 
of  making them more effective in their 
volunteered activities. There are WAI 
brigades in every local government and 
every local government chairman will not 
feign ignorant of  their existence. They 
enforce compliance on environmental days 
through moral suasions,  through 
exemplary conduct. Even on the street of  
Abuja you see them wear the same green 
white green uniform controlling traffic. So 
actually nobody is relaunching WAI, that is 
one, two, we appreciate their roles at the 
local communities, in the cities, we send 
them for training and retraining and we are 
only saying these group of  people can 
better be put to better use in this country if  
they are well repositioned. Repositioning 
the WAI Brigade is what NOA is doing. we 
will reposition them for effectiveness. 

No. That is not within my power. I am only 
saying that I have met a thing in place and I 
want to make the best use of  it.

First and foremost, we have to appreciate 
the fact that this country is a very beautiful 
country and that our beauty lies in our 
diversity. Secondly, a country with over 
170m people and are still counting is a very 
strong country because in this number lies 
our strength. A country that is so blessed in 
both human and natural resources. Begin to 

Do you support making WAI Brigade as 
one of  the paramilitary organisations in 
this country?

Nigeria is currently facing economic 
down turn, what is your message to the 
citizens?

transverse the country and you will see the 
beauty of  it; the rainforest, the Sudan 
Savanna, the Guinea Savanna, the Sahel, 
the semi temperate climate in some part of  

Taraba and Plateau States. Nigeria is one 
country among all the countries of  the 
world that one does not have to think of  
how to change your wardrobe as you cross 
from one city to another. There is hardly 
any crop that cannot be sown, germinate 
and harvested fully here. But we have not 
appreciated the strength in this number. We 
have not yet appreciated the beauty in this 
diversity. We have not harvested fully all 
these natural resources with which God has 
blessed this country. Instead, we have 
chosen to remain on the part of  perfidy. 
The path of  force living. The path of  
dishonesty. So that we have jettison the 
core values of  which we have known to be; 
core values of  hard work, integrity, of  
eating from your sweat to a culture of  
getting rich quick. These values of  hard 
work, integrity, eating from your sweat, 
from which no country makes progress 
without, we must have to go back and bring 
them. Nigeria has no business importing 
rice, peeled and sliced potatoes, beef, fish, 
etc. Basically because we have jettisoned 
the agriculture, we have jettisoned the 
beauty that comes with self-dependence, 
we now put ourselves in what we are today. 
Happily, Nigeria is now broke and 
therefore all of  us as individuals and as a 
nation and as a government must have to 
re-access our situation and begin to live a 
life of  reality. This is the only way we can 
pick up the pieces and begin the process of  
reconstructing the country, and in this, 
every citizen as a role to play.

Social media has become a platform for 
preaching some of  the negative things 
on our country. What can NOA do to 
use social media as a platform for 
preaching unity and peace in our 
country?

I think essentially that it is still part of  the 
major challenge. One, still coming back to 
the issues of  values, our educational system 
that has actually failed in inculcating the 
correct civic culture and education. Also, 
failure on the part of  our social system 
especially the role of  parents. So, largely we 
are still not parenting and therefore, 
children have been made to imbibe any 
culture as they see on the social media 
because a great part of  our youth today do 
not know where we are coming from and 
because of  this, they are only seeing what 
they see and are responding to the realities 
of  today not what history would have 
taught them. So, this is actually a huge 
problem but in terms of  what we are 
saying, that is the hate that you are talking 
about, one I think all citizens should 
appreciate the spirit of  Nigerianess. To 
inculcate this spirit of  Nigerianess, it is not 
something that will be posted from above, 
it has to evolve and this is where civic and 
political education is central and it must 
begin from our parents at the level of  the 
home and from our schools, at the level of  
institution of  social, character and 
behavioural moulding. Then, as a people 
we have to cultivate this and as a 
government we have to be just, to be fair to 
all through conscious actions and 
behaviours which make everybody feel that 
there is pride in being Nigerian. Part of  
what we see as the hate post are politically 
motivated but it can be solved through 
social and political sensitization, 
mobilisation and through conscious 
attempt to be socially, politically and 
economically just, and through consistent 
civic and political education which must be 
part and parcel of  our educational system.

Garba Abari is my name. I am the Director 
– General of  the National Orientation 
Agency. I was born in Potiskum in Yobe 
State. I went to school in Nigeria and 
Britain. I have been a school teacher all my 
life. I have been in school either as a teacher 
or as a student. I am a political researcher. 
Occasionally a consultant to quite a 
number of  international agencies. I am 
married with children.

Well, it will interest you to know that I still 
teach whenever I go home. When I visit the 
family I find time to go and teach the 
postgraduate students at Maiduguri. I relax 
a great deal through reading. I take walk 
and also go to the gym. But my most form 
of  relaxation is through reading.

Can we know you sir?

Do you relax?
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