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NATIONAL ORIENTATION AGENCY
Promoting Adherence to National Ethics(CORE VALUES)

Patriotism

Discipline

Integrity

Dignity of Labour

Social Justice

Religious Tolerance

Self Reliance

-1999 Constitution Chapter 2 Section 23
as amended 
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NOA/REFUGEE COMMISSION PARTNER 
TO STOP WAVE OF ILLEGAL MIGRATION

In order to curb the rising wave of 
illegal migration and the dangerous 
movement on the Algadez route, the 
National Orientation Agency and the 
National Commission for Refugees, 
Migrants and Internally Displaced 
Persons have entered 
into a partnership for 
massive sensitization 
of Nigerians on the 
dangers  of  i l lega l  
migration.

Under the partnership, 
the two agencies are to 
embark on a door-to-
door campaign around 
the country to sensitize 
N i g e r i a n s  o n  t h e  
implications of illegal 
migration and the 
dangers along the 
Algadez corridor.

The Director General of 
the NOA, Dr. Garba Abari outlined the 
terms of the partnership when the new 
Federal Commissioner for the Refugee 
Commission, Hajia Sadiya Umar Farouk 
visited the Agency to seek support for 

its new programmes. According to the 
DG, the rising wave of illegal migration 
is not only a Nigerian problem but a 
global phenomenon that has defied 
solution for a long time saying the new 
approach by the commission is a novel 

way of solving the programme. 

In his words: “the grass is no longer 
green elsewhere and those who 
embark on that dangerous journey 
may end up as victims of international 

syndicate for forced labour and organ 
merchants. We must work together to 
make bigger impact especially at the 
grassroots level.”

Restating the pressure on the social 
environment around 
the world, Dr. Abari 
said collaboration 
among agencies of 
government in the 
area of migration will 
help to stem the ugly 
tide in the country.

Earlier the Federal 
Commissioner had 
said the sensitization 
will commence on 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Migration day when 
it will launch the 
national migration 
dialogue. She said 
there was an urgent 

need to sensitize Nigerians because of 
the large number of our citizens who 
embark on these dangerous trips for 
alleged greener pastures in Europe.

Federal Commissioner for the Refugee Commission, Hajia Sadiya Umar Farouk presenting some publications of 
the Commission to the Director – General, NOA, Garba Abari during a courtesy call of the Commission to the 

NOA Headquarters in Abuja.

GOVERNANCE: NOA PARTNERS CORE TV 
FOR GRASSROOTS INCLUSION
As the drive for greater grassroots 
inclusion in governance grows, the 
National Orientation Agency (NOA) has 
agreed to work closely with Core 
Media Group to extend the reach of its 
periodic grassroots opinion polls on 
government policies and programmes.

NOA Director – General, Dr. Garba 
Abari announced this when he 
received the management staff of Core 
Media Group in his office. He stressed 
that the partnership was necessary to 
reach the vast majority of Nigerians 
who cannot afford paid television and 
get their inputs into governance.

Abari said that the NOA's primary duty 
is citizens' engagement, adding that 
this cannot be achieved without the 

media support. Commending the 
media's growing gate keeping and 
agenda setting roles, he said the free-
to-air Core Television would assist the 
Agency in obtaining necessary 
feedbacks from the grassroots for 
onward conveyance to government. 

The Group Managing Director, Core 
Media Group, Mr. Olajide Adediran 
said the Group was committed to 
partnering with NOA to sensitize on 
the need for values reorientation, 
especially with regard to protection 
of public property. He said the group 
was concerned with giving the 
masses a sense of inclusion in 
governance so that they, in turn, 
would have a sense of ownership of 
government policies and public 

properties.

He however decried the practice of 
some digital broadcast decoder 
operators who charge both cable 
television stations on their platforms 
and subscribers as well, describing it as 
an unfair practice. He was optimistic 
that with the recent launch of Free TV 
by the Federal Government and the 
coming digital  switch-over of  
broadcasting, more grassroots people 
will have free access to television in 
the country.

By David Ofurum

By Aisha Ali
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Following clashes between some 
herdsmen and farmers in parts of  
Nasarawa Sta te ,  the  Nat iona l  
Orientation Agency (NOA) has 
appealed to communities in the State, to 
seek ways of  living in peace in order for 
development to reach them.

The Director – General of  the Agency, 
Dr. Garba Abari made the call at the 
palace of  the Emir of  Nasarawa Town, 
Alhaji Hassan Adamu when it took its 
programme on building a people of  
peace to the area.

Represented by the State Director in 
Nasarawa  S ta te ,  Mrs.  Pr i c i l l a  
Gondaulor, the Director – General said 
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leaders in every community have a 
responsibility to nurture peace and 
promote cordial relationship among its 
people.

He explained that research has 
established that there exist a strong 
connection between peace, order and 
rate of  development in any community. 
“That is why I plead with you to seek 
peace, preach peace and nurture it. 
Government can only site projects 
where there is peace”, He said.

He observed that both farmers and the 
herdsmen are in pursuit of  daily 
livelihood, which requires cooperation, 
friendship and unity.

Earlier the Director of  Public 
Enlightenment and Mass Mobilization 
at the Headquarters of  the Agency, Mrs. 
Ruth Ogun said the programme which 
was designed to build peace in our 
country is beginning to bear fruits, 
citing the Anambra election of  
November 8, 2017, where the voters 
came out in defiance of  threats of  
violence to cast their votes.

She admonished Nigerians to practice 
the teachings of  their faith, especially as 
the major religions of  the country 
promote peaceful coexistence.

Those who attended the interactive 
session include officials of  the local 
government council, religious leaders 
and youth from the area.

NATIONAL THEATRE TO BE 
D E C E N T R A L I Z E D  F O R  
COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP 

The National Theatre and National 
Troupe of  Nigeria (NT/NTN) will 
soon be decentralized from Lagos to 
enable local communities across the 
country take ownership of  the nation's 

artistic groups.

The Artistic Director and Chief  
Executive Officer, NT/NTN, Comrade 
Tar Uko made this disclosures when he 
led members of  the NT/NTN on a 
courtesy visit to the NOA Director 
General, Dr. Garba Abari. 

Abari, apart from committing NOA to 
the partnership, was also optimistic that 

the collaboration, which will see NOA 
training about 3000 NT/NTN 
members in the operat ion of  
community theatre, would in turn 
sharpen the skills of  Agency's 

Community Theatre group and deepen 
citizens' involvement in national 
orientation at the community level.

Comrade Uko had said Nigeria would 
benefit from a decentralized national 
theatre and troupe and their partnership 
with NOA by their involvement in the 
artistic explanation of  government 
policies to ensure their wide acceptance 
during implementation.  Citing the 

recent manifestations of  public 
misinformation and distrust toward the 
Nigerian Army medical outreaches 
around the country, the NT/NTN 
CEO said the deployment of  
community theatre to enlighten the 
people in advance about the outreaches 
would have helped the laudable gesture 
from the mil i tar y gain public 

acceptance.  

He also disclosed that the 
N T / N T N  w o u l d  s o o n  
intervene in the disturbing 
herdsmen-farmers conflicts in 
26 States of  the Federation 
through its Sharing the Green 
Grass community theatre 
programme as a take-off  for 
other similar interventions 
across the country, towards 
peace building and national 
reorientation. 

Stressing the importance of  
c u l t u r e  t o  n a t i o n a l  
development, Comrade Uko 
called on Nigerians, especially 
women, to take pride in wearing 
and showcasing Nigerian 

cultural dresses and hairstyles thus 
promoting the nation's native attires and 
the beauty of  Nigerian womanhood. In 
addition, he said the NT/NTN will 
soon embark on a programme to 
project Nigerian royalties and huge 
cultural industries to the world as a way 
of  telling our own stories to avoid other 
nations hijacking and telling distorted 
stories about Nigeria.

NOA URGES FARMERS/HERDSMEN 
TO LIVE IN PEACE IN NASARAWA

National Theatre, Lagos
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In a continuous effort towards ensuring 
a peaceful society, the National 
Orientation Agency NOA has carried 
out a sensitization campaign on 
Promoting Peaceful Co-existence 
Among the Nigerian Youths.

The programme which was organized by 

the Department of  Documentation, 
Publication and Translation (DTP) of  
the Agency, at the Bwari Area Council of  
the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), 
Abuja.

Speaking at the event, the Director-
General of  the NOA, Garba Abari 
stated that the objective of  the 
programme was to sensitize Nigerian 
youths on the value of  peaceful 
conducts and a disciplined lifestyle, 
which he said was the bedrock of  
national development. He therefore 

urged participants to channel their 
energy towards promoting peace in their 
community, imploring them not to use 
recession or any other challenge in the 
country as an excuse to engage in 
activities that can trigger crisis or 
truncate the peace of  the Nation. He 

further charged them to see every 
challenge as an opportunity to awaken in 
themselves the culture of  excellence and 
entrepreneurship.

The Chairman of  Bwari Area Council, 
Hon Musa Dikko, represented by his 
Deputy,  Hon Jararu Nagimba,  
commended the Agency for bringing 
the message of  peace to their domain, 
stressing that for youth to attain 
leadership positions in the society, they 
must first of  all be taught how to live 
together in peace.

PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE: AN ESSENTIAL TOOL 
FOR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT – ABARI

HRH Esu Bwari, represented by 
Timothy Dakosi, while delivering his 
goodwill message, hinted that the area 
council has always been in peace, 
starting from the family level to various 
groups in the community. He therefore 
encouraged the youths to sustain such a 
peaceful atmosphere by always 
conducting themselves as leaders of  
tomorrow that they are.

Others who also spoke at the forum 
were the Chairman of  Christian 
Association of  Nigeria (CAN), Bwari 
Branch, Rev. Thomas Banache and the 
Chief  Imam of  Bwari/Chairman 
Interfaith Bwari Area Council, Sheikh 
(Dr) Ibrahim Yusuf.

Earlier, while welcoming participants, 
the Director, DTP, Davidson Aminu 
pointed out that the programme was 
part of  the Agency's engagement of  the 
youths in support of  the Federal 
Government efforts at promoting peace 
at all levels of  governance, explaining 
that Bwari was deliberately chosen for 
the programme to commend the 
existing peaceful pact among members 
of  the community and to mobilise the 
youths against violence throughout the 
country especially during the political 
year. Aminu also posited that the 
strength and population of  Nigerian 
youths cannot be ignored by any 
government who wants to make impact 
in the life of  its citizenry, hence his call 
for cooperation among the youths 

Participants were drawn from the 
National Youth Service Corps NYSC, 
Bwari Youths Association, Kago Youth 
Association, Okada Riders Association, 
Bwari Market Women Association 
among others. 

Director – General, NOA, Garba Abari

NOA, MILITARY COLLABORATE 
ON DE-RADICALIZATION
The National Orientation Agency (NOA) 
and the Nigerian Army are working 
together to de-radicalize repentant 
insurgents in the North-East of  the 
country and implement counter-
narratives to discourage insurgency.

Director General of  NOA, Dr. Garba 
Abari announced this when he received 
the Director, Nigerian Army Civil-
Military Affairs, Brigadier General 
Solomon Kumapaye in his office.

Abari said the Agency and the Army are 
strengthening existing partnerships 
towards enhancing civil-military relations 
and fast-tracking de-radicalization in the 
North East, with NOA providing 
sensitization and counter-narrative 
materials, especially in Borno and 
Gombe, through the Operations Lafiya 
Dole and Safe Corridor of  the Nigerian 
Army. He said it was only natural for the 
Nigerian Army which has presence in 32 
out of  the nation's 36 States and FCT to 

partner with NOA which has presence in 
all States, the FCT and 774 Local 
Governments of  the Federation.

The NOA boss however called for a two-
pronged approach to de-radicalization 
emphasizing inputs from both the armed 
forces and the traditional and religious 
leaders as well.

Commending the Nigerian Army for 
establishing a Civil Rights desk, Abari said 
the Army was living up to expectations 
and transiting from existing stereotypes 
in line with international best practices. 
He also praised the Nigerian armed 
forces for degrading Boko Haram and 
ensuring Nigerians in the North-East can 

By Ronke Egbuwalo

Contd on pg 8
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(Centre) The  flanked by the 
Director, Human Resource Management (HRM), Mr Kehinde 
Ogunkuade;  and Director, Finance & Account, Mr. Balarabe Gambo at a 
One – Day Train the Trainers Workshop on Building a People of  Peace: 
Issues in the New Pension Policy organized by the department of  HRM, 
held at the NOA Conference Hall, Abuja.

Director – General, NOA, Garba Abari, Cross Section of  participants at One – Day Train the Trainers Workshop 
on Building a People of  Peace: Issues in the New Pension Policy 
organized by the department of  HRM, held at the NOA Conference 
Hall, Abuja.

Cross section of  students at a One – Day Sensitization Programme on 
Building a People of  Peace: Inculcating National Core Values in Our 
Students organized by the General Service Department of  the NOA at the 
Government Secondary School, Karu – FCT, Abuja.

Dignitaries at the One – Day Sensitization Programme on Building a 
People of  Peace: Inculcating National Core Values in Our Students 
organized by the General Service Department of  the NOA at the 
Government Secondary School, Karu – FCT, Abuja.

Cross section of youths present at a One - Day Sensitization Campaign on 
Promoting Peaceful Co-existence Among the Nigerian Youths organised by the 
Department of Documentation, Translation and Publication (DTP) of the NOA 
at the Bwari Area Council, FCT, Abuja

BUILDING A PEOPLE OF PEACE

(Left) The Director - General, NOA, Garba Abari, Hon. Musa Dikko 
representing the Chairman of  Bwari Area Council and Timothy Dakosi 
representing HRH Esu Bwari observing National Pledge at a One - Day 
Sensitization Campaign on Promoting Peaceful Co-existence Among the 
Nigerian Youths organised by the Department of Documentation, Translation 
and Publication (DTP) of the NOA at the Bwari Area Council, FCT, Abuja
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Photos: Paul Adeshola
Caption: Henry Obisesan

(Left) The Director, Defence Information, Major General John Enenche speaking 
at the One Day Roundtable with Bloggers, Online Newspaper and Related Social 
Media while the  Director – General, NOA, Garba Abari Shari listens with keen 
interest.

(Centre) The Director – General, NOA, Garba Abari with bloggers, 
representative of youth organisations and journalists at a One – Day 
Roundtable with Bloggers, Online Newspapers and Related Social Media 
Users on Curbing Hate Speeches and Fake News in Nigeria organized by the 
Documentation, Translation and Publication (DTP) department held at the 
NOA Conference Hall in Abuja.

(L - R) Directors, Special Duties and State Operations, Mrs.  Mette Edekobi; Mr. 
Jubril Salihu, Reforms Service Coordination and Improvement; 
Documentation, Translation and Publication, Mr. Davidson Aminu; Human 
Resources Management, Mr. Kehinde Ogunkuade at the One-day 
Enlightenment Programme on Employees Compensation Act

BLOGGERS CONFERENCE

Cross section of  participants at a One – Day Programme on Building a 
People of  Peace: A Workplace Sensitization organized by the department 
of  Reforms and Service Coordination of  the NOA held at Gwadalada, 
Abuja.

Dignitaries at a One – Day Programme on Building a People of  Peace: A 
Workplace Sensitization organized by the department of  Reforms and 
Service Coordination of  the NOA held at Gwadalada, Abuja.

(Right) Director, Legal, NOA, Hajia Elelu-Ahmed giving her welcome address; 
seated (r-l) are General Manager and Head, Investment and Treasury 
Management, NSITF, Mr. Stephen Nathans and Assistant General Manager, 
Enforcement, NSITF, Mr. Musa Abdullatif at a One-Day Enlightenment 
Programme on Employees Compensation Act held at the NOA Headquarters' 
Conference Hall,  Abuja.
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With the increase in the number of  
military operations across the country, the 
National Orientation Agency (NOA) is 
developing concrete programmes of  
action to heighten security awareness 
among civilians and foster better civil-
military relations.

Director General of  NOA, Dr. Garba 
Abari made this known while receiving 
the Executive Director, CLEEN 
Foundation, Dr. Benson Olugbuo on a 
courtesy visit in his office.

Abari said the awareness programmes 
have become necessary in the light of  
prevailing security realities in the country 
and measures being taken by security 
agencies to address them. He said a 
turbulent environment has far reaching 
effects on not just civil-military relations 
but also on inter-civilian relations, hence 
the need for peace and tranquility in 
society.

With particular reference to military 
operations in the North East, he observed 
that the unconventional nature of  the 
Boko Haram insurgency stirred up 
suspicion between every young person in 
the affected communities and the military 
thus straining their relationship. He 
however commended the military's 
change of  strategy to enlist civilian 
support, noting that it has impacted 
positively, not only on civil-military 
relations in the area but also on the 
success of  the fight against insurgency. 
He said NOA was drawing on lessons 
from that experience to boost its civil 
security awareness campaign in the 
country. 

now sleep with both eyes closed, saying 
the development speaks volumes of  the 
commitment of  the armed forces to 
securing the country.

Speaking earlier, the Civil-Military Affairs 
Director, Brig. Gen. Kumapaye said the 
Directorate was created to drive the non-
kinetic aspects of  warfare and ensure the 
rights of  civilians are respected in military 
operations. He said consequently, the 
Nigerian Army has secured the toll-free 
Short Code: 193 with which the public can 
now reach the Army, using any mobile 
network, promising prompt response on 

any issue, from complaints on the 
conduct of  its personnel to emergency 
concerns.

Brig. Gen. Kumapaye said the de-
radicalization and counter-narrative 
initiative of  the Nigerian Army is yielding 
much result in the North-East with many 
repentant insurgents surrendering for de-
radicalization and re-integration into 
society. He said the Army plans to 
implement the same initiative in the 
South-East following the proscription of  
the Indigenous People of  Biafra (IPOB) 
to discourage secessionist narratives and 
requires NOA's active involvement in the 
planned programme.

WAI BRIGADE TO LEAD NOA'S 
ATTITUDINAL CHANGE CAMPAIGN

In his remarks, the CLEEN Foundation 
Executive Secretary, Dr. Olugbuo called 
for the inclusion of  Civil-Military 
Relations in the Civics curriculum being 
taught in Nigerian schools. This, he said, 
would help civilians understand the 
military's rules of  engagement and help 
the military respect the rights of  civilians.

Olugbuo said the Foundat ion's  
researches show that although Nigerians 
have issues with the nature of  the 
military's engagement with civilians, they 
still have great respect for the Nigerian 
armed forces. He therefore urged NOA 
to increase its interventions in promoting 
civil-military relations in the country in 
the interest of  national security.

FoIA: ABARI 
RECONSTITUTES 
COMMITTEE

By Henry Obisesan

I n  f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  p r o m o t i n g  
accountability, transparency through 
proactive disclosure of  information, the 
Director General of  the National 
Orientation Agency (NOA), Garba Abari 
had  reconst i tu ted  Freedom of  
Information Act (FOIA) Committee of  
the Agency.

In a brief  inauguration event that took 
place at the board room of  the Agency, 
Abari decried the drastic drop of  the 
Agency in the recent ranking of  MDAs 
that voluntarily disseminate information 
as per FOIA. He believed that the Agency 

should be “more than proactive in 
d isseminat ion of  a l l  necessar y  
information on our website”

He urged members to work closely with 
the ICT unit of  the Agency to ensure new 
placement of  information on the 
Agency's website and social media 
platforms.

In his remarks, the Director, Planning 
Research and Strategy (PRS), Mr. Bonat 
Tagwai said that as a frontier of  advocacy, 
the Agency took the driver's seat at the 
passage of  the bill by setting up a 
committee to ensure that the provisions 
of  the Act were strictly adhere to. He 
noted that the recent ranking made the 
DG to take a decision to reconstitute the 
committee to adequately promote 
accountability and transparency.

While responding on behalf  of  the 
members of  the committee, the 
Chairperson of  the committee, Barr. 
Juliet Ojatabu promised to be proactive 
and ensure that the purpose of  
reconstituting the committee is achieved.

The committee is mandated under the 
FOIA, to among other things receive and 
process all requests to the Agency for 
information as provided by the Act; make 
available on the Agency's website names 
of  members of  the committee and their 
contact details; prepare and send Annual 
Reports to the office of  the Minister of  
Justice and Attorney General of  the 
Federation in accordance with provisions 
of  the Act.

Members of  the committee were; Barr. 
Juliet Ojatabu, Domitila Ochi, Ibrahim 
Umoru, Tope Adewumi, Helen Babalola, 
Abiodun Olayeni-Ali, Marcellinus 
Ekwebele, David Ofurum, Obiageli 
Kechere, Henry Obisesan and Jessica 
Akiga.

IF YOU SEE 
SOMETHING,

SAY 
SOMETHING.

REPORT

SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITIES 

TO THE SECURITY AGENCIES.

BE SECURITY CONSCIOUS! 

NOA, ARMY TEAM UP ON........
Contd from pg 5
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GOVERNMENT COMMITTED TO 
PRESERVING FREEDOM OF THE 
PRESS – NOA DG
“The vibrancy of  every democracy is 
measured by the freedom the media 
enjoys. The world over, history is replete 
with heroic strides the media has 
recorded in nation 
building and Nigeria is 
no exception”.

This was contained in 
the remarks by Garba 
Abari, the Director – 
G e n e r a l ,  N a t i o n a l  
Orientation Agency 
(NOA) at the Bloggers' 
and Media workshop 
o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  
D o c u m e n t a t i o n ,  
T r a n s l a t i o n  &  
Pub l i c a t ion  (DTP)  
depar tment of  the 
A g e n c y  i n  A b u j a  
recently.

Speaking, Abari who assured the 
participants that the administration of  
President Muhammadu Buhari is 
“committed to preserving freedom of  
the press”, noting that as a worthy 
partner in the art of  governance, “a free 
and responsible press guarantees active 
citizens' participation in governance, 
sets citizen – centred agenda; promotes 
transparency and accountability in 
governance; and promotes national 
peace and cohesion”.

He further explained that, the 

roundtable was intended to; mainstream 
the media in the peace efforts of  
government to establish effective 
platforms for countering the current 
spate of  hate speeches and fake news 
which are capable of  inflaming the 
polity; promote the culture of  objective, 

fair and balanced reportage of  security 
issues and situations.

The DG however explained that while 
significant gains have been recorded in 
this respect, “the emergence and 
activities of  the new media has thrown 
up great concerns within the social 
space”. He decried the emergency of  
fake news and hate speeches that have 
occupied the media space in the country. 
He therefore warned peddlers of  these 
acts to desist from them as they were 
capable of  destabilizing the country.

In a paper titled “Hate Speech – Its 
implication on Nation Building” Mr. 
Kayode Bolaji, the resource person 
opined that some analysts feel strongly 
that the genocide in which almost 
1million Tutsis and moderate Hutus 
were killed within 100 days was not an 
ethnic conf l ict  but  a  tragedy 
precipitated by hate speech.

He observed that there has been an 
influx of  hate speeches and comments 

on  the  soc ia l  med ia  
p la t for ms in  Niger ia  
lending credence to the 
notion that technology and 
internet amplifies the 
impact of  warmongers and 
peddlers of  hate speech.

Earlier in his welcome 
address, the Director, 
(DTP) Davidson Aminu 
explained that programme 
was part of  the Agency's 
continued engagement with 
critical stakeholders to curb 
the prevailing menace of  
hate speech and fake news 
in Nigeria.

He noted that, if  hate speech is allowed 
to continue, the consequences may 
surely impede the much desired national 
growth and development. He therefore 
called on participants to remain 
patriotic, disciplined, and tolerant, 
accommodating one another.

Present at the event were bloggers, 
journalists, DGs of  NTA, VON, 
FRCN; Director, Defence Information 
and the Representative of  the Inspector 
General of  Police.

CIVIL SERVANTS SENSITIZED 
ON PENSION POLICY

As part of  fulfilling its mandate of  
communicating government policies 
programmes and activities to the people, 
the National Orientation Agency 
(NOA) has sensitized civil servants on 
the issues in the new Pension Policy.

At a One – day Train the Trainers 
Workshop on Building a People of  
Peace: Issues in the New Pension Policy 
organized by the Human Resources 
Management (HRM) of  the Agency, 
The Director – General, Garba Abari 

noted in his remarks that retirement is a 
must for all government workers hence 
planning towards it is imperative “that is 
why the Agency is sensitizing 
government workers on the new 
pension policy to ensure peaceful 
retirement”. 

Abar i  pointed out  that  whi le  
government would ensure that 
appropriate policy was put in place to 
ensure that workers enjoyed life after 
meritorious service in the civil service, 

workers must be familiar with issues in 
the Pension Policy. As part of  building a 
people of  peace, “workers' peace of  
mind is guaranteed when they know that 
government has made provision for 
their welfare after retirement” Abari 
said.

In his presentation, the Pension Desk 
Officer, Office of  the Head of  Service 
of  the Federation, Mr. Rahmond Jacob 
Linga addressed the topic through 
extracts from the complaints of  MDAs 
and identified emerging issues such as 
low income as retirement benefits, 
corruption, transparency on the part of  
stakeholders, etc. He however reiterated 

By Bamun Nii Vero

By Henry Obisesan

Continued on pg 10....
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Hajia Amina Elelu-Ahmed, who 
coord ina ted  the  p l ann ing  and  
implementation of  the programme, 
noted that NOA and the Nigeria Social 
Insurance Trust Fund (NSITF) were 
working toward a formal partnership to 
leverage the spread and competences of  
NOA to raise public awareness on the 
provisions of  the ECA.

In his presentation, the General Manager, 
Investment and Treasury Management 
of  NSITF, Mr. Stephen Bathana, said 
under the ECA, workers across all sectors 
are entitled to 70% of  their monthly 
salaries in addition to full medical 
expenses as compensation in the event of  
injury or disability resulting from work 
related hazards. Where such hazards 
result in death, Bathana said dependants 
of  the victim are entitled to 90% of  
his/her salary and scholarship for such 
dependants under 21 as at the time of  
demise up until they attain the age of  21.

He observed that since 2011, the Fund 
had paid over N1.2bn in compensations 
to victims and their dependants, adding 
that increased payments are anticipated, 
going forward, given a prospective 
partnership between NOA and NSITF 
which is projected to improve public 
claims from the fund.

that paying pension benefits guarantees 
the happiness of  retired officers, 
pointing out that the ability to do so “ 
depends greatly on how conversant you 
are with the tools of  work which implies 
a perfect knowledge of  relevant laws, 
policies and rules put in place to 
facilitate the processing of  terminal 
benefits of  officer”

In a paper delivered by PENCOM 
officials at the event, unfunded and 
inadequa te  budg e t  a l loca t ion ,  
unstainable outstanding pension 

CLAIM YOUR WORK HAZARD 
ENTITLEMENTS, NOA TELLS 
PUBLIC SERVANTS
The National Orientation Agency (NOA) 
has urged public servants and their 
dependants to take advantage of  the 
Employees Compensation Scheme under 
the Employees Compensation Act (ECA) 
2010 to claim their rights and privileges 
for work related injuries, diseases, 
disabilities and deaths.

NOA Director General, Dr. Garba Abari 
stated this at a one-day enlightenment 

programme on the ECA organized by the 
Agency for public servants. Represented 
by the Director of  Procurement, Mrs. 
Remi  Afo l ab i ,  Aba r i  s a id  the  
enlightenment became necessary to 
bridge observed knowledge gap in the 
public sector about the provisions of  the 
Act and its welfare implications for the 
public sector worker.

The Director of  Legal Service in NOA, 

l i ab i l i t i es,  weak and ef f ic ient  
administration among others were 
identified as some of  the issues 
m i t i g a t i n g  a g a i n s t  e f f e c t i v e  
implementation of  the policy.

Earlier in his welcome address, 
Director,  HRM, Mr.  Kehinde  
Ogunkuade had advised workers to be 
prepared for retirement because it must 
come. “we must therefore be involved 
and monitor the administration of  our 
contribution through Pension Fund 
Administrator (PFA) and Pencom” he 
said. 

Dignitaries at the One-Day Enlightenment Programme on Employees Compensation Act
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Information Technology

1. Realize that you are an attractive 
target to hackers. Don't ever say 
“It won't happen to me.”

2. P r a c t i c e  g o o d  p a s s w o r d  
management. Use a strong mix of 
characters, and don't use the 
same password for multiple sites. 
Don't share your password with 
others, don't write it down, and 
definitely don't write it on a post-
it note attached to your monitor.

3. Never  leave  your  dev ices  
unattended. If you need to leave 
your computer, phone, or tablet 
for any length of time—no matter 

how short—lock it up so no one 
can use it while you're gone. If you 

keep sensitive information on a 
flash drive or external hard drive, 
make sure to lock it up as well.

4. Always be careful when clicking 
on attachments or links in email. 
If it's unexpected or suspicious 
for any reason, don't click on it. 
Double check the URL of the 
website the link takes you to: bad 
actors will often take advantage 
of spelling mistakes to direct you 
to a harmful domain. 

5. Sensitive browsing, such as 
banking or shopping, should only 
be done on a device that belongs 

to you, on a network that you 
trust. Whether it's a friend's 

phone, a public computer, or a 
cafe's free WiFi—your data could 
be copied or stolen.

6. Back up your data regularly, and 
make sure your anti-virus 
software is always up to date.

7. Be conscientious of what you plug 
in to your computer. Malware can 
be spread through infected flash 
drives, external hard drives, and 
even smartphones.

8. Watch what you're sharing on 
social networks. Criminals can 
befriend you and easily gain 
access to a shocking amount of 
information—where you go to 
school, where you work, when 
you're on vacation—that could 
help them gain access to more 
valuable data.

9. Offline, be wary of social 
engineering, where someone 
attempts to gain information 
from you through manipulation. 
If someone calls or emails you 
asking for sensitive information, 
it's okay to say no. You can always 
call the company directly to verify 
credentials before giving out any 
information. 

10. Be sure to monitor your accounts 
for any suspicious activity. If you 
see something unfamiliar, it could 
be a sign that you've been 
compromised

CYBER SECURITY TIPSCYBER SECURITY TIPS


