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BEING REMARKS GIVEN BY CHIEF EMEKA ANYAOKU AT THE NATIONAL 
RETREAT ON HUMAN SECURITY AND HEALING OF MEMORIES ORGANISED 
BY NATIONAL ORIENTATION AGENCY (NOA)

y its very nature, human security is B basically the comprehensive and 
irreducible condit ions for  human 
development. It is for this reason that the 
definition of human security is all 
encompassing, being the holistic conditions 
within which human beings can pursue 
their self-fulfilment in freedom. This means 
the absence of conflicts, and the existence 
of welfare facilities; that is, the existence of 
reasonable infrastructure for the pursuit of 
the economic, education, health, housing, 
and the leisure needs of individuals or 
groups.

Human security also includes a democratic 
political space that endows the individual 
with the ability to choose and hold his or 
her government to account, and to live in an 
environment that guarantees his/her safety 
of life and his/her rightly earned material 
possessions.

Historically, human security has always 
been threatened or negated on one hand, 
by international conflicts often arising from 
territorial claims by different nations, and 
on the other hand, by internal conflicts in 
countries where there are actual armed 
hostilities or such severe divisive and 
destabilizing political tensions that lead to 
active rebellions. Indeed, it was the 
rebellion induced threats to human 
security that prompted Mark Gough into 
the conclusion that human security 
depends on a system where rational 
individual calculates that it is more 
profitable to rebel.

Conflicts arising from territorial claims by 
nations are often easier to resolve through 
either bilateral or multilateral adjudication. 
There are of course exceptions like the 
contestation between India and Pakistan 
over Kashmir, or between China and her 
maritime neighbours. In Africa, examples of 
actual and potential conflicts that have 
been resolved through adjustment include 
the territorial claims by Ethiopia and 
Eritrea, as well as the claims by the Nigeria 
and Cameroun over Bakassi.

There are many examples of internal 
conflictual situations that negate human 
security in today's world. They include the 
situation in a number of countries in the 
Middle East and North Africa (Syria, Iraq, 
Libya and Palestine), in the DRC Congo, in 
Central African Republic, and here I must 
add, though so far to a lesser degree, 

Nigeria with its current insurgency by Boko 
Haram.

In many cases, internal conflicts are often 
generated by contestation for political 
power, especially in pluralistic countries. 
The contestation becomes more disruptive 
of human security in pluralistic countries 
when there is inequitable control of 
political power between the component 
major ethnic groups, or unbalanced 
distribution of socio- economic resources 
or religious extremism particularly 
involving the desire by one group to impose 
its brand of religion on the other groups. 
Such conf l icts  natural ly  generate 
antagonistic memories that are sometimes 
hard to heal, even long after the cessation 

conflict.          

I would now like to refer to two widely 
acknowledged examples of successful 
healing of memories with accompanying 
post-conflict reconciliation.

My first example is what happened in 
Nigeria at the end of its bitter civil war in 
January 1970. The Nigeria Civil War had 
caused extensive death and severe 
dislocation to the lives of many citizens in 
Biafra. But at the end of the war, the 
victorious General Yakubu Gowon's 
administration embarked on the task of 
post-conflict reconciliation and healing of 
memories with declaration of a “no victor, 
no vanquished” policy. The policy which 
was put in practice under the formula of 
3Rs- rehabilitation, reconstruction and 
reconciliation – greatly helped to bring 

about a speedy return to the Nigerian 
institutions and body politics by the 
compatriots who had fought civil war on 
the Biafran side.

The second example is the “Truth and 
Reconciliation” initiative implemented by 
Nelson Mandela in South Africa. This was 
an even more remarkable and, I would say, 
more saintly policy because Nelson 
Mandela had himself been a direct victim of 
the apartheid inhumanity. It was not easy to 
contemplate that a human being who had 
spent 27years of his life, some of it under 
hard labour, as a prisoner of the apartheid 
regime would on becoming the President 
and as such being in a position to exert 
some retribution on his former tormentors, 
could pursue such a forgiving policy.

Suffice it for me to say that the common 
thread in the two examples that I have 
ment ioned i s  the  importance of  
establishing inclusive governance in a 
country that had been torn apart by 
internal conflict. Where such inclusive 
governance is absent, the task of 
reconciliation and healing of memories 
becomes difficult and even unrealizable.

To illustrate this point, we were all witness 
to the harm that the former Iraqi President 
Al-Maliki's exclusive rather than inclusive 
approach to post conflict reconciliation did 
to his country. It was Al-Maliki's alleged 
favouritism towards the Shiites that 
fundamentally animated the Sunni 
insurgency that blossomed into Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) which is 
ravaging the Middle East at the moment.

We must learn from the mistakes of Al-
Maliki that building tolerance and harmony 
among parties previously in conflict is a key 
to post-conflict reconciliation. Whereas 
with Boko Haram in Nigeria, religion is a 
contributory factor to insurgency or 
conflict, we must continue to affirm the 
need for all religions to treat one another 
with mutual respect.

In conclusion, it is only where democracy, 
peace and unity obtain that people can 
successfully achieve human security. And it 
is only in such a context that the 
government can create the enabling 
condition for the citizenry to pursue their 
self-fulfilment. In sum, there is no 
alternative to peace, democracy and 
development in the pursuit of human 
security.

Chief  Emeka Anyaoku
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As the 2015 general elections draw closer, 
the Director – General of  the National 
Orientation Agency (NOA) Mr. Mike 
Omeri has urged all Nigerians to shun 
election-related act of  violence, telling 
them to wage peace while he emphasised 
that “there is life after elections”

Omeri made this appeal when he visited 
the Director - General of  the Nigerian 
Television Authority (NTA) Mr. Sola 
Omole as the Agency embarks on 
sustained peace advocacy towards 
violence free 2015 elections in 
partnership with an NGO, Crystal 
Synergy.

Omeri made a stunning revelation that he 
had travelled more than 30,000km across 
the length and breadth of  the country to 
promote peaceful coexistence among 
Nigerians, assuring that the country 
would overcome challenges of  electoral 
process

“The NOA has been embarking on 
massive peace advocacy towards hitch-
free 2015 general elections. We should 
wage peace not war. My encounter during 
this advocacy visit reveals Nigerians are 
not at war rather few individuals promote 
violence,” said Omeri.

Responding, Omole congratulated the 
NOA for the big task the Agency is 
embarking upon, assuring the NOA of  
NTAs readiness to “support and 
cooperate with this laudable initiative”. 
Omole corroborated DG NOA's 
positions that only “handful of  people” 
were promoting violence in the country.

DG NTA also used the occasion to 
announce the new initiative to promote 
peace ahead of  2015 elections by closing 
the network news of  the NTA with the 
charge “I pledge peace”, “saying the more 
that is repeated the more it sticks.”

The Director – General of  the National 
Orientation Agency (NOA) Mr. Mike 
Omeri has called on privilege Nigerians to 
desist from beating the drums of  war with 
their utterances as that would give a bad 
impression of  the country and its 
democratic culture.

Omeri made this call while unveiling a new 
campaign by the Agency and some 
stakeholders to promote peace and security 
before, during and after the February 

general elections. The campaign tagged 
“Do the Right Thing: #Wagepeace 2015 
Campaign” intends to mobilise extensive 
participation of  Nigerians from across the 
country to join the crusade for a peaceful 
poll.

He explained that reports from the field 
especially at the grassroots indicate the 
possibility of  violence regardless of  the 
outcome of  the 2015 elections hence the 

Agency will not relent on its 
sensitization campaign on 
peace.

The NOA DG said as a 
result of  this, the Agency 
and its par tners have 
designed a comprehensive 
a n d  s t r a t e g i c ,  p e a c e  
c a m p a i g n  a i m e d  a t  
a d d r e s s i n g  v a r i o u s  
stakeholders on the need for 
peace to reign. He further 
stated that the campaign is a 
m e d i a  b a s e d  e f f o r t  
c o m p l e m e n t e d  b y  
grassroots mobilisation 

movement which will involve a 

nationwide peace walk by more than 5000 
staff  of  the Agency using the Agency's 
structures at the 774 LGAs

In his words; “we need a united country 
devoid of  violence, we have equal rights, it's 
our nation and we have nowhere else to call 
our country. This is a call to action and 
invitation to public and private sector, civil 
organization, international community and 
well-meaning Nigerians to come and 
endorse and be part of  this campaign.

Other stakeholders in the project are the 
Nigeria Television Authority NTA, Federal 
Radio Corporation of  Nigeria, Crystal 
Synergies and other privately owned media 
organisations.

2015 ELECTIONS: DG NOA URGES 
NIGERIANS TO WAGE PEACE 

By Abdul Sa'ad

VIOLENCE IS NOT PART OF 
NIGERIA'S DEMOCRATIC 
CULTURE DG, NOA

(Left – Right) Managing Director, TV Enterprise, Mr. Maxwell Loko; President General, Market Men and Women 
Association, Mrs. Felicia Sanni; Director-General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omer ; Representative 
of the Honourable Minister of Tourism, Culture and National Orientation, Mrs. Gloria Abumere; Director General, National 
Commission for Museums and Monuments;  Alhaji Yusuf Aballah and the Director-General, National Council of Arts and 
Culture (NCAC), Mrs. Dayo Keshi unveiling campaign materials  of Do The Right Thing: WAGEPEACE2015 held in Abuja on 

th
Monday 9  February 2015.

By Abdul Sa'ad

NOA PARTNERS DGD ON 
VOTER EDUCATION

By Aisha Ali
As part of  efforts to enlighten citizens on 
the forth coming general election, the 
National Orientation Agency (NOA) in 
partnership with Democratic Governance 
for Development (DGD) has organised a 
one-day training programme on voter 
education for the Agency's 37 State 
Directorates including FCT.

Welcoming the participants at the event, the 
Director-General of  NOA, Mr. Mike 
Omeri represented by the Director of  
Administration, Mr. Ado Solomon charged 
the Directors to take advantage of  new 
knowledge from the training to enrich the 
Agency's voter sensitization and ensure the 
success of  the NOA/DGD partnership. 
He also commended the NOA State 
Directorates for their grassroots activities 
which he said have always attracted 
development partners to the Agency.

The DG NOA commended DGD for 
choosing NOA as a partner for voter 
education in the present electioneering 
season. He promised that funds from the 
donor Agency will be judiciously expended.

In a remark, the DGD Project Manager, Mr. 
John Abbah said that the donor agency was 
relying on NOA's State Directorates for 
policy feedback and asked them to keep the 
records straight.

Abba stressed the need for NOA to execute 
projects on time adding that a satisfactory 
financial statement on the project will also 
encourage more funding. It will be recalled 
that NOA has been in collaboration with 
other donor agencies like, UNICEF and 
EU which has led to the rubout activities of  
the Agency.
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President Goodluck Jonathan has given 
approval for Nigeria to give support to 
the government of  Sierra Leone to 
establish an orientation agency with the 
same structure as the National 
Orientation Agency, NOA

The Director-General of  the NOA, Mr. 
Mike Omeri said yesterday in Abuja that 
this followed a request by the government 
of  Sierra leone saying the work of  
mobilizing a nation was necessary in the 
task of  nation building.

He spoke when the executive committee 
of  the African Democratic Congress, 
ADC led by the National Chairman, Okey 
Nwosu paid him a visit seeking the 
immediate intervention of  the NOA in 
the sensitization of  political activists in 
order to restore sanity and purpose to the 
current electioneering process going on 
in the country.

According to Omeri, the Agency's 
political and civic education programme 
will ensure that leaders and followers 
understand the principles and codes of  
practice of  politicking to enthrone a 
system that promote peace, progress and 
development.

He explained that the aim of  the Agency's 
programme in the current democratic 

ELECTION GUIDELINES

�You must be registered at a 
particular centre.

�All adults from the age of  18years 
and above are eligible to vote.

�You are to vote in the centre that 
you registered

�Voting on behalf  of  persons is 
prohibited

�You cannot vote more than once

�Under aged persons are not 
allowed at the voting centre.

WHY YOU SHOULD VOTE

�It is a civic duty to vote in an 
election

�Your vote is your power to 
choose honest and credible 
leaders

�Your vote is requisite for free and 
fair election

�Your vote is vital to the success 
of  democracy

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO TO 
ENSURE A SUCCESSFUL 
ELECTION

�Be peaceful ,  orderly and 
disciplined for hitch free 
elections.

�Any form of  election malpractice 
should be reported to the security 
agency immediately.

�Shun political apathy

�Multiple voting should be 
avoided

�You are not to encourage the 
voting of  under age ( someone 
below 18 years)

�Your voter's card is not for sale 
and should be well kept for future 
elections.

�Say NO to thuggery and YES to 
peace.

SIERRA LEONIAN GOVERNMENT 
SEEKS NIGERIA'S SUPPORT TO 
ESTABLISH ORIENTATION AGENCY

By Aisha Ali
process is to create synergy among 
political parties to recognize each other as 
members of  one country seeking change 
within the transformational process.

In his words: “The Agency is open to all 
Nigerians, all political parties to promote 
the core values of  peace and unity, also 
promoting democracy as the true and 
best system of  government in Nigeria. 
He said that the Agency was already 
preparing to explore all areas to bring all 
political parties together to educate them 
on NOA's  va lue re-or ientat ion 
programme titled “Patriotism and Ethics 
First”. He also called on political parties 
and senior citizens of  the country to use 
political language that binds us together 
a s  Niger i ans  espec ia l l y  dur ing  
electioneering.

Earlier, the National Chairman of  the 
Africa Democratic Congress ADC, Mr. 
Okey Nwosu said that the party 
appreciates the Agency's position on 
nation building as a true conscience of  
any change in the transformation process.

Nwosu urged the Agency to quickly 
deploy its machinery to help in the 
understanding of  the political process 
and create more unity in the land.

INFORMATION ON 2015 
GENERAL ELECTIONS
DO THE RIGTH THING, 
VOTE WISELY

The National Orientation Agency (NOA) 
has called on Nigerians to apply patriotic 
wisdom and courage to speak the truth 
when addressing national issues. Director-
General of  the Agency, Mr. Mike Omeri 
who made the call in a statement released 
by his office in Abuja also charged the 
youth to reject the temptation to be swayed 
by inciting statements and half-truths that 
have no historical basis or progressive 
intention.

Reacting to recent comments by 
influential Nigerians including politicians, 
Omeri said that the country is currently 
passing through a necessary and empirical 
phase towards achieving its full democratic 
aspiration and will therefore require all 

hands on the deck irrespective of  political 
persuasions, religious beliefs or ideological 
positions, adding- that Nigerians should 
not be misled by incomplete stories told by 
elders. 

In his words: "The unity of  Nigerians 
creates greatness and a realistic feeling of  
strength which is currently helping to unite 
citizens to confront our challenges and 
this must be sustained in order to reduce 
perceived tension and generate goodwill 
and hope among Nigerians" 

He advised aggrieved citizens to take time 
to reflect on the labours of  our heroes past 
and energizing flavor of  our country's 
colours of  green, white and green.

NOA URGES INFLUENTIAL 
NIGERIANS TO SPEAK THE 
TRUTH By David Offurum
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The National Orientation Agency (NOA) 
has urged political parties to use the period 
of  electioneering campaigns to promote 
peace and unity in the country to douse the 
seeming anxiety among the populace.
The Director – General of  the Agency, 
Mike Omeri made the point today during a 
visit to the National Headquarters of  the 
Labour Party in Abuja as part of  the 
Agency's advocacy for a free, fair and 
v i o l e n c e  f r e e  2 0 1 5  e l e c t i o n .
According to Omeri, “this period comes 

with a lot of  anxiety among the populace 
and political parties have a responsibility to 
educate their followers and candidates in the 
direction of  peace and unity”. He said it is 
well known that there must be a country 
before we have the structure of  governance, 
hence, those seeking to serve in the 
structure of  governance must ensure that 
by their actions and disposition, they 
promote the virtues of  unity and cohesion 
and peace.”

NOA URGES POLITICAL PARTIES 
TO PROMOTE PEACE AND UNITY 
IN THEIR CAMPAIGNS

By Abdul Sa'ad

(Left) Director – General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri presenting a copy of  source book on Political Parties Manifestos 
to the National Chairman of  Labour Party (LP), Alhaji Abdulkadir Salam during an advocacy visit by NOA to the Corporate Headquarters of  the 

Party on the need for Peaceful Conduct of  Election, held in Abuja.

NOA, UNIABUJA SIGN MOU ON 
ETHICS, CIVIC EDUCATION
The National Orientation Agency (NOA) 
a n d  t h e  U n ive r s i t y  o f  A b u j a  
( U N I A B U J A )  h a v e  s i g n e d  a  
Memorandum of  Understanding (MoU) 
to partner on a certificate course in 

patriotism, ethical and cultural value 
education in Nigeria.

The Director – General of  NOA, Mr 
Mike Omeri and the Vice Chancellor, 

By David Offurum

UNIABUJA, Professor Michael Adikwu, 
represented by the university's Registrar, 
Mrs. Riflkatu Swanta signed the 
document on behalf  of  their two 
organizations at the presentation of  the 
reports of  the Joint Action Committee of  
NOA and UNIABUJA on Ethic, Values, 
C iv i c  E duca t i o n  a n d  C u l t u r a l  
Reorientation.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, Mr. 
Omeri described the MoU as a patriotic 
effort at entrenching solutions to the 
problems of  indiscipline in the country 
“right from the factory of  learning” so as 
to produce patriotic, disciplined and 
values driven graduates. He said the 
Agency was hopeful to see the 
introduction of  ethical and civic 
education as General Study courses at the 
university and expressed the commitment 
of  NOA to the full implementation of  
the report within the limits of  the 
Agency's capacity.

The Vice Chancellor expressed delight at 
the quality and speed of  work done by the 
committee and was optimistic that with 
the signing of  the MoU, the nation will 
benefit from the introduction of  training 
on the nation's core values as a 
compulsory course in the university. He 
added that the university was open to 
partnering further with NOA on other 
areas to boost the provision of  patriotism 
training to the nations.

The programme will begin as a certificate 
course in the university while approval 
will be sought from the National 
Universities Commission (NUC) for a 
possible upgrade to a degree course in the 
future.

In his words, “Our basic appeal during this 
visit is to extract the commitment of  
Labour Party and its members to a civil and 
peaceful attitude during the process leading 
to the election. We urge politicians to 
moderate their languages and seek to build 
our society. Let's stop the hate messages”, 
h e  s a i d .
The National Chairman of  Labour Party, 
Alhaji Abdulkadir Salam, who led some 
members of  the executive committee to the 

meeting praised the NOA for taking the 
initiative to re-engineer the orientation of  
political activist at this time, saying some of  
the utterances of  politicians during this 
period have tended to scare and frighten the 
p e o p l e .
He said the message of  non-violence will be 
the topic of  its youth outreach taking place 
in Warri, Delta State urging the youths not 
to join in creating bad image for the country. 

Your Vote is 
Your Right

Vote Rightly &
Peacefully 
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(Left) The Director-General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike 
Omeri presenting some of  the Agency publications to the CEO, New Wave 
Productions, Mr. Charles Oputa (Charley Boy) during an advocacy visit to the 
Foundation in Abuja 

(Left) CEO, New Wave Productions, Mr. Charles Oputa (Charley Boy) and the 
Director-General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri in a 
pose during an advocacy visit to the Foundation in Abuja 

(Left – Right) Director, Mass Mobilization, (NOA), Hajiya Tani Umar; 
Director, Voter Education, Independent National Electoral Commission, 
(INEC), Barrister Osaze Uzzi and the Director General, National 
Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri  at the one day capacity training 
of  NOA Staff  on the forthcoming General Election, held in Abuja on 
Wednesday 21st January, 2015. 

(Left – Right) Director-General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. 
Mike Omeri; General Manager, Consumer Marketing, MTNN, Mr. Richard 
Iweanoge and the Director, Voter Education, INEC, Mr. Osaze Uzzi at the 
launch of  “My 2015 App” by NOA, INEC and MTN, held in Abuja on Friday 
30th February, 2015. 

(Left – Right) Director-General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike 
Omeri; General Manager, Consumer Marketing, MTNN, Mr. Richard Iweanoge;  
Director, Voter Education, INEC, Mr. Osaze Uzzi and the Director, Political and 
Civic Education, NOA, Mrs. Ngozi Ekeoba at the launch of  “My 2015 App” by 
NOA, INEC and MTN, held in Abuja on Friday 30th February, 2015.

INEC CAPACITY TRAINING FOR NOA STAFF

Cross section of participants at the event

NOA ADVOCACY VISIT TO OPUTA FOUNDATION

NOA, INEC PARTNERS MTN ON “MY 2015 APP” PLATFORM



(Front row 2nd left) Hon. Minister of  Water Resources and NOA 
Management Team and Staff  during an investiture ceremony of  
NoaWagePeace 2015 held at the Ministry in Abuja on Thursday 19th 
February, 2015.

(Left – Right) Special Assistant to the Director – General, NOA, Mr. David Akoji; Director, 
Special Duties, NOA, Mrs. Edekobi Mette; Manager, Crystal Synergy, Mr. Elkanah Ezekiel; 
Director-General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri; Hon. Minister of  Water 
Resources, Mrs. Sarah Reng Ochepke; Permanent Secretary of  the Ministry, Mr. Istifanus Musa 
and others during an investiture ceremony of  NoaWagePeace 2015 held at the Ministry in Abuja 
on Thursday 19th February, 2015.

(Left – Right) Nasarawa State Director, NOA, Mr. Elisha Iyakwari; Director-
General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri; HRH. Alhaji 
Ahmed Abdullahi Hassan, Sariki Uke and the Director-General, Energy 
Commission of  Nigeria, Prof. Eli Jidere Bala in a pose after the commissioning of  a 
Sustainable Energy in Roguwa Community of  Uke, Nasarawa State on Monday 2nd 
February, 2015.

(Left – Right) Director-General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike 
Omeri; HRH. Alhaji Ahmed Abdullahi Hassan, Sariki Uke and the Director-
General, Energy Commission of  Nigeria, Prof. Eli Jidere Bala and their entourage 
in a pose after the commissioning of  a Sustainable Energy in Roguwa Community 
of  Uke, Nasarawa State on Monday 2nd February, 2015.

Photos: Sunny Nwabuike
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NOA IN PARTNERSHIP WITH UNDP COMMISSIONS RURAL ENERGY

NOA ADVOCACY VISIT TO HON.MINISTER OF WATER RESOURCES

NOA CONVERSATION ON GOVERNMENT POLICIES, PROGRAMMES AND ACTIVITIES

The Honourable Minister of  Finance and Coordinating Minister for the Economy, 
Dr. Ngozi Okonjo – Iweala in a chat with the Director – General, National 
Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri during a 2-day Conversation on 
Government Policies, Programmes and Activities organised by the Agency, held at 
the International Conference Centre, Abuja.

(Right - Left) The Director – General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri 
presenting NOA register for 10 Million Signatures for Peaceful Elections to the Honourable 
Minister of  Works, Arc. Mike Onolememen and the Honourable Minister of  Finance and 
Coordinating Minister of  the Economy, Dr. Ngozi Okonjo – Iweala at a 2-day Conversation on 
Government Policies, Programmes and Activities organised by the Agency, held at the 
International Conference Centre, Abuja.
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PUBLIC SERVICE PRACTICE AND GENERAL OVERVIEW OF THE NATIONAL 
ORIENTATION AGENCY, A PRESENTATION BY BONAT J. TAGWAI, DIRECTOR, 
PLANNING, RESEARCH AND STRATEGY (PRS), NOA. AT THE INDUCTION PROGRAMME OF 
OFFICERS OF THE NATIONAL ORIENTATION AGENCY ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2014

INTRODUCTION

In every set up, induction of new entrants into the 
system is central to understanding its workings and 
dynamics. To do otherwise can be likened to the 
blind grubbing in the dark in the hope of arriving 
their destiny. When they eventually do, it certainly 
would be at some immeasurable and possibly 
irredeemable cost. I imagine that it is in order to 
forestall such and to enable new entrants into the 
service that this induction programme has been 
organized. In this connection, I like to commend the 
Admin and Human Resource Department for this 
initiative. May I also urge that this be sustained any 
time there are new entrants into the Agency. 

My task is to take you through Public Service 
Practice and General Overview of the National 
Orientation Agency. In so doing, we shall briefly 
attempt an appreciation of what the public service 
entails and the values that define it. My presentation 
will however dwell more on the Overview of NOA, 
so we can have a clear, fundamental and more 
profound understanding of the workings and 
dynamics of the Agency. Before we proceed, let me 
formally welcome my colleagues into the National 
Orientation Agency

UNDERSTANDING THE PUBLIC SERVICE
Public Service is the organ of government saddled 
with the responsibility to interpret and translate 
government policies into projects and programmes 
(Driver of the development process). It is also the 
vital link between policies makers and the public 
(target beneficiaries), essentially renders service to 
the public. Therefore is accountable to the public. It 
is insulated from politics and equally the symbol of 
stability and continuity

Defining Values
As it is in all professions, the public service is defined 
by a set of rules which regulate its conduct, 
procedures, and relationships. The extent to which 
the service is able to accomplish the task of 
efficiently and effectively delivering service to the 
public depends to a large extent on our conduct, 
attitude, behaviour and the extent to which officers 
in the service submit to the dictates of the public 
service rules. 

Some of these defining values are:
Patriotism
Hard work
Commitment to work
Honesty
Punctuality
Respect for constituted authority
Team work
Justice and fair play
Decency in speech and conduct

An Overview of the NOA
The National Orientation Agency was established 
by Decree 100 of August 1993.  To establish the 
Agency, the Decree merged the following three 
significant divisions of the erstwhile Federal 
Ministry of Information and Culture with 
Directorate for Social Mobilisation - MAMSER 
(Mass Mobilisation for Self-Reliance, Social Justice 
and Economic Recovery), namely: 

The Public Enlightenment (PE)
The War Against Indiscipline (WAI)
The National Orientation Movement (NOM) 

The rationale for the merger was to harmonize and 
consolidate efforts and resources of the government 
in the fields of public enlightenment, social 
mobilisation and value re-orientation.
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It is important to note that the Department of Public 
Enlightenment was transferred to the Agency to 
strengthen the Agency's capacity and, indeed, 
widen its scope of public enlightenment. The 
Agency is, therefore, a scheduled establishment of 
government geared towards enhancing and 
sustaining social engineering in order to bring about 
positive values and attitudes in the citizenry.

VISION AND MISSION

Vision
To develop a Nigerian society that is orderly, 
responsible and disciplined; where citizens 
demonstrate core values of Honesty, Hard work and 
Patriotism; where democratic principles and ideals 
are upheld and where peace and social harmony 
reign.

Mission
To consistently raise awareness; provide timely and 
credible feedback; positively change attitude, values 
and behaviour; accurately and adequately inform 
and sufficiently mobilise citizens to act in ways that 
promote peace, harmony and national development.

THE NEW DIRECTION
Since the assumption of office of the present 
administration under the leadership of Mike Omeri, 
the Agency has adopted a new strategy focussed on 
transforming the National Orientation Agency into 
a more proactive, knowledge-based, activity-driven 
and grassroots oriented organisation for mobilising 
Nigerians to embrace government policies, 
programmes and activities.

FUNCTIONS
Specifically, the Agency performs the following 
functions:

i. Enlightenment of the general public on 
government policies, programmes and 
activities.

ii. Mobilisation of favourable public opinion 
and support for government policies, 
programmes and activities.

iii. Collection, collation, analysis and provision 
of feedback from the public to the 
government on its policies, programmes and 
activities.

iv. Establish social institutions and framework 
for deliberate exposure of Nigerians to 
democratic norms and values for a virile, 
peaceful, united, progressive and disciplined 
society.

v. Arouse the consciousness of all categories of 
Nigerians to their rights and privileges, 
responsibilities and obligations as citizens of 
Nigeria.

vi. Propagate and promote the spirit of dignity of 
labour, honesty and commitment to 
qualitative production, promotion and 
consumption of home produced commodities 
and services.

vii. Re-orientate the populace about power, its 
use and proper role of government in serving 
the collective interest of Nigerians.

STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION

The Agency has a three-tier structure viz:
The National Headquarters
The State Directorates
The Local Government Offices

Headquarters
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The headquarters of the Agency is structured along 
the following Departments:

Mass Mobilisation
Political & Civic Education
Orientation and Peace Education
Planning, Research and Strategy
Accounts & Finance
Administration and Human Resources 

Management
The Agency is centrally headed by a Director-
General, while the Departments are headed by 
Directors.  There is also a Governing Board headed 
by a Chairman who is appointed by Mr. President.

Governing Board
Executive Management

State Directorates/Local Government Offices

There are 36 State Directorates, in addition to 
the FCT Directorate which are all headed by 
State Directors.

There are 774 Local Government Offices which 
are manned by Chief Orientation and 
Mobilisation Officers (COMOs), in addition to 
other staff.

Departments in NOA Headquarters
The Agency has four (4) programme departments 
and two (2) service departments, namely:

Programme Departments
Planning, Research & Strategy (PRS)
Political and Civic Education (PCE)
Mass Mobilisation (MM)
Orientation and Peace Education (OPE)

Service Departments
Finance & Accounts (FA)
Administration & Human Resource (A/HR)

Staff Strength
Presently, the Agency has a staff strength of about 
5,000 spread over the national headquarters, 36 
State Directorates & FCT and 774 Local 
Government Offices.

Role of NOA
In summary, the role of the NOA includes:

i. Public enlightenment, mass mobilisation and 
citizens engagement;

ii. Policy advocacy and feedback;

iii. Value re-orientation and promotion of core 
national values as provided in Section 23 of 
the Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, 1999.

iv. Political and Civic Education.

v. Peace Education, Social Justice and Conflict 
Management, using the Alternative Dispute 
Resolution (ADR) mechanism.

Equally, the Agency's 3-tier structure (Federal, State 
and LGA) makes it possible for a majority of 
Nigerians to be reached on inter-personal basis 
through programmes which are adapted to conform 
with local peculiarities, without losing their 
substance and effectiveness.

Since inception in 1993 and even from the inception 
of its forerunner, MAMSER in 1987, the Agency has 
made commendable efforts at achieving its mission 
of consistently raising public awareness; providing 
timely and credible feedback; positively changing 
attitudes, values and behaviours; accurately and 
adequately informing the public, while sufficiently 
mobilising citizens to act in ways that promote 
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peace, harmony and national development.  These 
efforts have come in form of the various mass 
mobilisation and public enlightenment programmes 
undertaken by the Agency before and during the 
various elections as well as other activities such as 
the National Population Census, the National Civic 
Registration Exercise, etc.

However, owing to reasons arising from within and 
beyond the Agency, it seems that the Agency's 
enormous potentials have not been fully tapped and 
optimally utilised in the mobilisation of Nigerians to 
imbibe the core values of honesty, hardwork, 
discipline, integrity, respect for elders and 
constituted authority, sanctity of human life and 
patriotism, which constitute the pillars on which a 
greater Nigeria will be founded. This, therefore, 
forms the basis of the determination of the present 
management of NOA to do all it can to refocus the 
Agency to live up to its name and also drive the 
transformation process for the benefit of Nigerians.

Therefore, being the central government institution 
strategically located nationwide to carry out, on a 
sustainable basis, the fundamental functions of 
orientation, mobilization, public enlightenment and 
feedback which are necessary for the attainment of a 
virile and progressive society, the NOA has planned 
and executed several programmes at the national, 
state and local government levels. Some of these 
programmes are new, while others are on-going.

MILESTONES SINCE JANUARY, 2012
Since January 2012, the NOA has implemented a 
number of programmes many of which have greatly 
and positively impacted on Nigerians.  This includes 
the following programmes which are presented in a 
thematic sequence.
1. PROMOTING NATIONAL CORE VALUES 

AND ATTITUDINAL RE-ORIENTATION 
OF NIGERIANS

i.  Do the Right Thing: Transform Nigeria Charge

Launched in Abuja on May 7 – 8, 2012, this is the 
central charge of the Agency to all Nigerians and 
is aimed at promoting positive attitudes and 
values in the citizens for the attainment of 
national goals and objectives, in furtherance of 
the Transformation Agenda of the present 
administration.  Almost all the Agency's 
programmes are firmly hinged on this charge.

Achievements 
The programme was successfully launched in 
Abuja and all state capitals in the federation 

with road shows and rallies to sensitize 
Nigerians on the need for positive attitudinal 
change in all facets of our public and private life.

ii.  Do the Right Thing: Campus Focus

This is a student re-orientation programme 
launched at the University of Calabar, Cross 
River State on November 13, 2012 in furtherance 
of the Do the Right Thing: Transform Nigeria 
charge.  

Objectives

To create a platform for the engagement of 
students in tertiary institutions of learning in 
national discourse.

To examine the causes of the rising incidence of 
indiscipline, violence, thuggery, drug 
addiction, examination malpractice, rape and 
all forms of immorality in our higher 
institutions with a view to proffering lasting 
solutions.

To encourage Nigeria's youths to contribute 
meaningfully to national development. 

Achievements 
I.  Successful mobilisation of students of 

tertiary institutions in the country to key into 
the Transformation Agenda of government 
through promotion of genuine attitudinal 
change, exhibition of patriotism and civic 
responsibility, while shunning vices such as 
cultism, drug addiction, rape, kidnap, etc.  

ii. Successful conduct of the programme in 22 
Universities and other higher institutions of 
learning in the six geo-political zones of the 
country.

iii. Creation of a platform for genuine 
interaction with the student populace on 
emergent national issues.

Do the Right Thing: Patriotism and Ethics First

This is a year-long value re-orientation programme 
which targets social groups and administrative 
cadres in the Nigerian polity through the 
roundtable methodology to communicate the 
principles of participation, self-appraisal and 
discovery which ultimately lead to behavioural 
change.

 Objectives

i. To develop and promote good behaviour and 
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excellent character in Nigerians.

ii. To instil genuine principles of self-respect, 
altruism, selfless service and patriotism in the 
citizens.

iii. To enhance the productivity of Nigerians in 
the country's private and public sectors of the 
economy.

iv. To encourage the principles of participation 
and exemplary leadership which enhance 
service delivery.

v. To promote cooperation among the different 
organisations in the public service.

Achievement 
Conduct of over 6,000 roundtables involving more 
than 36 MDAs including the various services such as 
the Nigeria Customs Service, Nigeria Police, Nigeria 
Immigration Service and Federal Road Safety 
Commission. 

-Plans are currently underway to include members 
of the Federal Executive Council (FEC) in this 
programme.

iv. Do the Right Thing: Keep to Time

Determined to counter the concept of “African 
Time”  and also urge citizens to be prompt and time-
conscious in their engagements, the Agency, in 
March 2013, launched this programme in Abuja and 
t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t a l s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a n d  
commemorated it with a road-walk in which highly 
placed and well respected Nigerians participated.

Objectives
I. To promote time consciousness among 

Nigerians.

ii. To encourage excellent service delivery in the 
private and public sectors of the economy.

iii. To enhance productivity in the economy.

 Achievements
i. Strengthening of the SERVICOM policy of the 

government.

ii. Improvement in service delivery, especially in 
the MDAs.

iii. Re-awakening of the consciousness of 
Nigerians to be prompt in every activity in 
their daily lives.

v. Promoting National Symbols and Observance 
of the National Ordinance Day.

To be continued...

2015 GENERAL ELECTIONS: WAGE PEACE NOT WAR
n these contemporary times, the 
world has become so complex that I the motivation to use violence to 

solve problems needs to be seriously 
questioned. It is essential that we help the 
younger  ones  perce ive  peacefu l  
alternatives. This is imperative to create a 
new vision for the future.

Peace is when people are ready to resolve 
their differences and conflict without 
violence. Peace is the answer to conflicting 
goals, to senseless journeys, frantic vain 
pursuits, and meaningless endeavours.

Peace is inevitable in awakening dream of 
human existence; you cannot get peace 
nor have peace as a result of conflict. As 

individuals and a nation, the price of peace 
we ought to pay is to face our failure to 
create a peaceful world. The world around 
us is created by us and if it is not peaceful 
we are all involved in making it peace less, 
if we cannot admit this then we are far 
away from peace. We need to work 
together to improve the quality of our 
lives. The power of peace lies in our hands 
as individuals with different cultures, 
traditions, religion and political ideals, and 
together as one united nation in heart and 
mind, we can build a peaceful country. We 
must sincerely focus our mind on mutual 
desire to serve this nation, create and 
manifest true peace while transcending 
our differences and celebrating our 
common humanity.

The greatest things in life are internal 
peace, external peace and global peace! 
Peace is the key ingredient to happiness. 
Peace within means outward peace. Learn 
Peace - Teach Peace - Share Peace! Be the 
change you wish to see in this country. 
Peace starts from within! A change in 
perception leads to a change in attitude, 
which leads to a change in behaviour which 
invariably leads to a change in the world. 
As the 2015 general elections draw closer, I 
urge us to be peaceful during and after the 
elections so that together, we can have a 
peaceful nation.

Life is what you make it! Let us all do the 
right thing#Wage Peace not War! 

By Florence Elayo
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BICYCLE TRANSPORTATION: A VIABLE ALTERNATIVE 
TO CONTEMPORARY HUMAN MOBILITY

he three basic needs of  man have remained 
food, shelter and clothing.  Other than these 
three needs, man has other basic needs which T

are required to make life comfortable for him in 
modern times.   These include education, health care, 
money and financial institutions, electricity, electronic 
and print media, and of  course, transportation.

Transportation is relevant to modern man's 
convenience for apparent reasons such as movement 
of  people and goods from one place to the other. This 
constitutes the sole reason why modern man needs 
transportation services.

There are, in contemporary times, different forms of  
transportation.  Transportation by air, sea, road and 
rail.  There are also in this age different means or 
medium of  transporting man and goods from one 
destination to the other; aeroplanes, ships, boats, sea 
vessels, cars and motor vehicles as well as motorcycles 
and tri-cycles.  There are trains (diesel and electric-
powered) which convey people and goods from one 
point to another.   Also, animals such as donkeys, 
horses and camels, from time immemorial till date, are 
known as part of  the means of  conveying man and 
goods from places to places.

All the aforementioned means and 
medium of  transportation have their 
advantages and disadvantages, but the 
fact remains that they all have their 
own unique features as serving the 
sole purpose of  mobility and 
movement of  goods, products and 
man from one particular destination 
to another.

The most popular, common and easily 
used medium of  contemporary 
transportation by man is the car, via 
road network.

As common, popular and easily 
accessible as road networks and car 
transportation is to modern man, over 
the years, it has reflected its own 
“inadequacies” as a medium of  
mobility.  These include; automobile 
environment pollution, road traffic 
congestion, high mortality rate in the event of  
accidents, reasonably high costs of  acquiring 
automobiles, cost of  vehicle maintenance, etc. It is in 
the light of  these facts that Bicycle Transportation 
seems to hold for modern man an attraction which is 
unique to individuals who see bicycles as a means of  
mobility. 

Bicycle transportation is not new to modern man.  For 
many decades before now, man has been using bicycle 
for mobility purpose, and indeed for moving 
substantial quantity of  goods, from one destination to 
another.  Bicycles as a means of  transportation has 
proved to be easier for man to master than driving cars, 
or riding motor-bikes which are technical to handle.

Movement in modern cities and towns that are 
crowded or heavily populated are much conveniently 
done with bicycles than with cars and motor-bikes.  
Bicycles also are ideals for riding into nooks and 
crannies of  towns and cities where motor cars may not 
be able to “wriggle” into.

In contemporary times, when an array of  modern 
transport abounds, people may be quick to wave aside 
bicycles as a means of  transportation, but a closer look 
at this means of  mobility will reveal that it has its own 
unique advantages.

Bicycle riding promotes health in many relative ways.   
A rider sweats whenever riding and in the process, 
burns calories.  The heart beats more quickly in the 
process of  riding and by so doing supplies blood to 

By Patrick Ogbe
other parts of  the body, more speedily.  Also by 
regularly riding bicycles the leg muscles of  the rider are 
strengthened and made stronger.  The scientific fact 
also remains that when an individual is riding a bicycle, 
he or she reflexes are sharpened than that of  an 
individual that is walking or strolling.  This is because 
the rider has to coordinate movement of  legs and 
hands in union with controlling the moving bicycle 
simultaneously.

The advantages to be derived from bicycle 
transportation are enormous including; improved 
health, reduction in automobile pollution, reduction in 
cost of  individual transportation, improved urban 
traffic situation, ease in learning how to ride one and 
reasonable low cost of  acquiring them, etc.

Bicycles may not be able to replace car transportation 
as a means of  moving goods and people from one 
place to the other, but contemporary trends in car 
usages in the urban areas have reflected the need for 
citizens to consider bicycle transportation as a viable 
alternative to contemporary human personal mobility.

Imagine a scenario where there is a traffic gridlock or 

traffic hold-up, and an array of  cars are lined up, and 
nestled close to each other miles backwards, and miles 
forward.  In such a scenario, the ease with which a 
bicycle rider can manoeuvre around and get to his or 
her destination on time is an advantage and unique 
privilege which a car owner in such a situation is usually 
deprived of.

It is in recognition of  such advantages which Bicycle 
Transportation as a means of  movement have over car 
transportation in urban areas that authorities in various 
quarters have over the years been advocating for 
citizens to resort to using bicycles as a viable alternative 
to automobile transportation.

In Nigeria, the Federal Road Safety Commission 
(FRSC), the Federal Government owned organization 
that is in charge of  monitoring, enforcing and 
regulating safety on Nigeria highways in conjunction 
with the National Stakeholders Committee on Bicycle 
Transportation, has been hosting Annual National 
Bicycle Weeks and Bicycle-cycling rallies through 
which members of  the public are enlightened about 
the advantages inherent in urban bicycle riding. 
Citizens are afterwards encouraged at such rallies to 
consider Bicycle Transportation as a viable alternative 
to car transportation in contemporary times.

In the same vein, Federal Road Safety Commission has 
over the years, worked collaboratively with other 
international stakeholders, who are organizers of  
Bicycle Planning and Research conference in other 
Nations, other than Nigeria, wherein advantages of  

bicycle transportation as a means of  mobility are 
highlighted. Such conferences, among others, include 
the National Stakeholders Forum on Bicycle 
Transportation which held at Vancouver, Canada in 
June, 2012.

The Velo-City is an annual global cycling conference 
that brings together leaders of  industry, city planners, 
cycling experts and users with the aim of  exchanging 
ideas and experiences in promotion of  cycling as a 
viable mode of  transport within urban and rural 
communities. Another similar conference on global 
cycling planning and research was held in Vienna, 
Austria in June 2013.

With all such conferences, and Bicycle riding rallies, 
people in different parts of  the world are being made 
aware, more appropriately, about the uniqueness 
which bicycles hold for man as a means of  mobility. 

In Nations like China, Japan and India where the 
population has hit the one billion marks, and 
movement from one point or destination to another is 
hectic, quite a number of  people prefer to use bicycles 

as a means of  transportation 
because of  its relative ease in 
mobility.

T he  b i cyc l e  r epresen t s  an  
affordable, effective and healthy 
mode of  transportation, but 
Nigerian road layouts do not have 
such provisions.  As such, the writer 
wishes to advocate that Nigerian 
roads should be re-designed to be 
bicycle and pedestrian-user friendly.  
This will in no small way encourage 
the use of  bicycles and cycling 
activities by citizens who don't want 
to be weighed down by the inherent 
problems associated with people 
who ride cars and automobiles in 
populated cities and towns of  the 
world.

Most roads in our modern cities and 
towns are designed exclusively for 
motor cars and bikes.  No particular 

consideration is given for bicycle riders.  Thus in 
advocating for bicycle usages as a viable means of  
transportation in densely populated urban cities and 
towns, it won't be out of  place to recommend that in 
the future, when roads are being constructed in 
Nigeria; some roads should be constructed with 
separate sections earmarked exclusively and reserved 
for citizens who are desirous of  using bicycles as a 
means of  movement.

Also, particular routes in urban cities and towns could 
be designated as routes for bicycles riders. Such an 
arrangement will reduce the scenario of  motorcars, 
motorbikes and bicycles conglomerating or jostling on 
the same road, sweating to move.

Bicycles on account of  their limitations as a means of  
transportation; when compared to other mediums of  
movement such as cars, motor-cycles, trains and 
aeroplanes, may find it difficult in gaining acceptance 
as a preferred means of  movement within urban and 
rural communities in modern times. However, in the 
light of  disheartening car traffic gridlock in populated 
cities, environmental pollution caused by automobile 
emissions, high mortality rate on accounts of  
automobile accidents and exorbitant rates of  acquiring 
cars, it may not be entirely out of  place for one to 
advocate for bicycle riding as a viable mode of  
transport, other than cars, within urban and rural 
communities.
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