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“At the National Orientation Agency (NOA), we believe 
that achieving sustainable peace is neither elusive nor 
insurmountable. The resolve of all Nigerians to defeat 
violence and insecurity remains the strength of governments 
at all levels towards social harmony. A peaceful Nigeria is 
our pride and such atmosphere is needed to spur even 
economic growth and development. Peace is essential”. 

Mike Omeri, fnipr

...Transform  Nigeria
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thSaturday 7  of June, delivered the most 
unexpected.  The sad  news came 
shattering all  hopes of a pleasant day 
envisaged by many .No word of a 
mortal man, no matter how softly 
spoken can heal the heart of this pain 
that will linger on for a while. My 
younger brother called, there was 
anguish in his voice; a sound of a 
depressed man. He must have been 
seeking for relief from sorrow 
emanating from the terrible news.

Some of the hardest of men, yet 
reasonable enough to recognise 
accident of history turned at night 
on their beds from one end to the 
other; it was sleeplessness 
brought about by the sad news 
that a mother of the nation has 
embarked on an untimely journey 
in which there would be no 
return.

A rare gem; a jewel of inestimable 
value has passed away. We 
prayed and fasted that it should 
not be now but what is unknown 
to us is perfectly known to God. 
Why you have to go now, only 
God can tell.

A great nationalist! A great icon! 
Many thoughts flittered through 
the mind.

You are irreplaceable, but let God 
always be true and all men liars.  
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a 
corn of wheat fall into the ground and 
die, it abideth alone: but if it dies, it 
bringeth forth much fruit. “John 
12:24(KJV)

We are comforted by the above biblical 
passage and we believe that many 
“Doras” shall rise up from your death. 
Just few days ago, I was asking a brother 
that if the great nationalist Sonny 
Okosun of blessed memory were to be 
alive, what will be his comment 
considering the situation of man's 
inhumanity to man which we presently 
find ourselves in? Mama, may your 
labour never be in vain. (Amen).

When you contested against Senator 
Chris Ngige who broke the backbone of 

“Godfatherism” that held Anambra 
state in bondage for so long; I was at 
cross roads initially not knowing who 
my goodwill should go to, but on a 
second thought I realised there were 
qualities peculiar to you. You were a 
rare woman with a spirit of a man, you 
were completely detribalised to the 
point that your own very people sought 
to snuff life out of you for saying NO to 
their fake drugs, a bullet narrowly 
missed you as it went through your 

head scarf. The testimony was well 
celebrated as God Almighty did not 
allow any evil man to take credit for 
taking away your precious life. When 
you exited NAFDAC, drug barons 
celebrated your exit but the fact 
remains that evil may shape a system 
such that Caesar is made to occupy the 
throne while Christ is nailed to the 
cross, but the same Christ resurrected 
and divided history into BC (before the 
death of Christ) and AD (after the death 
of Christ) such that the tenure and life 
of Caesar were dated by HIS name.

Your shining light will continue to 
glitter. You occupy a precious place in 
our hearts. You set your heart to touch 
lives every now and then knowing fully 
well that life here is just a passage to life 
there. Evil men that sought to feed fat 
and swell their bank accounts at the 

detriment of people's lives had their 
satanic plans scattered like pack of 
cards under your watch while you were 
at NAFDAC.

You shouted against unfairness and 
injustice at a time even the men were 
afraid of their own shadow. I remember 
coming to your office in 2007 and sat 
opposite you on a chair you offered me. 
I brought a book for you to write the 
f o r e w o r d  c o n s i d e r i n g  y o u r  
antecedents as an anti-corruption 

activist. You went through the book 
and on realising the content 
reflected the passion of your heart; 
you gladly wrote your gracious 
comments. Truly, there is an invisible 
line joining people of the same 
passion. Your passion must live on. 
You were a mother, a mentor, an 
apostle of justice, a God-fearing 
person.

The vacuum created by your death 
would be difficult to fill. Earth has 
lost while heaven gains. Your prints 
on the sands of time will remain 
indelible.

Against all odds, you spoke your 
mind at the on-going National 
Conference knowing how critical it is 
to the destiny of Nigeria. You were a 
ru g ged  c iv i l i an  s o ld ier.  We 
wondered why you should dare 
sickness to speak your mind at the 

conference even though your physical 
body let down by sickness did not 
encourage that; little did we know that 
you were performing your last patriotic 
duty. I refuse to accept that good 
people don't live long. Your many 
legacies shall live on. People of goodwill 
will surely miss you. No one can turn 
back the hands of the clock. The ticking 
of your clock caught us napping. You 
will forever remain fresh in our 
memory. You fought a good fight.

 You have gone to a place where there is 
no darkness; where evil men can never 
get to. Hosts of angels shall celebrate 
your arrival. You came, you saw, and 
you conquered. Rest in the bosom of 
the LORD.

EMMANUEL   A.  EJEMBI 

TRIBUTE TO PROF. DORA NKEM AKUNYILI

Prof. Dora Akunyili
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The United Nations Children Fund 
(UNICEF) has selected the National 
Orientation Agency (NOA) as one of  the 
partnering agencies to create awareness on 
U-Report initiative.

U-Report is a community empowerment 
tool for information sharing and behaviour 
change to aid social mobilization at the 
grass root level. The initiative has been 
successfully utilized in Burundi, Uganda, 
Zambia, South Sudan and DR Congo.

The Director – General of  the Agency, Mr. 
Mike Omeri disclosed this during an in-
house training organized by UNICEF for 
all NOA Staff  at the headquarters on U-
Reports, saying the initiatives will help 
democratize feedback process which is the 
cardinal mandate of  NOA.

Omeri said that the adoption of  the U-
Report by the NOA was timely in the sense 
that it will serve as a mechanism for 
orientation with the goal of  attitudinal 
change and mobilization of  the grassroots 
to take part in the development of  the 
country, noting that the main constituency 
of  NOA is the people at the local 
communities.

UNICEF SELECTS NOA AS PARTNER 
ON U-REPORT

By Aisha Ali

The NOA boss stated that the pulse of  the 
nation is the agency which reports events as 
they happen across the country. These 
events could lose their essence if  it is not 
immediately delivered saying however, that 
with U-Report, NOA will address the issue 
of  timeliness of  its reports.

The DG, NOA emphasized the need for 
continuous training of  other government 
staff  by NOA staff  which will help to serve 
as an inter-link between NOA offices and 
other MDAs for easy information gathering 
and sharing.

Earlier, the Director of  Health, UNICEF, 
Dr. Abubakar Kampo said that the U-
Report is an innovation for revolutionizing 
the process that enables communities to 
participate in the development of  their 
country.

Kampo said that the essence of  the U-
Report is to gather information from the 
grassroots and communicate same to 
government thereby contributing to 
decisions on issues affecting the 
community and to influence improved 
accountability and transparency in 
governance.

The U-Report is free Short Message Service 
(SMS) platform of  UNICEF for improving 
popular participation in developmental 
efforts.

NOA ORGANISES FORUM ON PEACE 
FOR RELIGIOUS LEADERS, CONDEMNS 
RELIGIOUS MEDIA PROPAGANDA 

          By Abdul Sa'adConsistent with its sustained campaign to 
instil values of  tolerance in Nigerians, the 
National Orientation Agency (NOA) has 
organised inter-faith forum aimed at 
fostering peaceful coexistence amongst 
religions in the country.

Speaking at the event in Benin, Edo State, 
the Director-General of  the NOA, Mr. 
Mike Omeri tasked religious leaders to use 
their positions to promote tolerance, 
adding that Nigerians should imbibe 
"values that will make us resilient in the 
face of  challenges threatening our unity."

Omeri however commended people of  
different faiths in Benin for "continued" 
peaceful coexistence, saying he had come 
to the city to "reinforce relative peace in 
their communities."

The NOA boss equally used the occasion 
to appeal to all Nigerians to rise up and 

resist in whatever peaceful form an 
attempt to break "age-long bond existing 
between us as a people."

Earlier, the Edo State Director of  the 
NOA, Mrs. Madalin Umuna frowned at 
situation where "individuals use the name 
of  religion to advance personal interest", 
adding that Nigerians have a duty and 
responsibility to defend bond existing 
across religious and ethnic divide.

Meanwhile, stakeholders at the event have 
unanimously condemned in strong terms 
the use of  media for religious propaganda 
in what most participants at the gathering 
blame on religious leaders while 
demanding for immediate cessation of  
such act.

The Director-General of  the NOA, Mr. 
Mike Omeri frowned at the development 

while calling on media to reject "any form 
of  manipulation" by religious bodies, 
advising media to always play "neutral role 
and should be obsessed with sentiments."

"I commend the media for great job they 
do; they also need to balance their stories. 
Religious comments are very sensitive; 
media should promote stories that keep 
us together as a people," Omeri stressed.

Corroborating Omeri, the Chief  Imam 
of  Benin. Alhaji Ayuba Abubakar tasked 
all religious leaders and other stakeholders 
to always guard their utterances that were 
capable of  causing disharmony amongst 
Nigerians. He charged media not to be a 
"mouthpiece" to any religion in the 
country.

The forum provided opportunity to 
participants from different religious faiths 
to harmoniously express their opinions 
on ways to foster peace and unity in 
Nigeria. 

The NOA had in recent past organised 
similar fora with the aim of  bringing 
closer followers of  religions for better 
understanding and peaceful coexistence. 

N O A  P R E PA R E S  
VARSITY STUDENTS 
FOR TOMORROW 

By Abdul Sa'ad

Acknowledging the critical role of  youths 
in any society and the fact that the country 
will inherit the present day youths as 
future Nigerian leaders, the National 
Orientation Agency has evolved an 
initiative to allay fear and confront this 
shared concern.

The One-Day Students Re-Orientation 
Programme tagged: Do the Right Thing: 
Campus Focus which was held at the 
University of  Benin is intended to inject 
some positive values of  hard-work, 
p a t r i o t i s m  a n d  h o n e s t y  w h i l e  
discouraging students from cultism, 
violence and drug abuse.

Delivering his speech, the Director-
General of  the NOA, Mr. Mike Omeri 
said the aim was to constructively build a 
positively reinforcing value driven 
character of  our country's young people. 

Omeri said further that the initiative was 
geared towards broadening the space for 
dialogue between young people, policy-
makers and other stakeholders to 



4National Mobilizer                                                                                                         NOA

promote 'meaningful' engagement at 
different levels.

The NOA boss also used the occasion to 
shower praises on 'heroic and patriotic' 
act by late Dr. Ameyo Adadevoh who 
prevented Ebola infected Patrick Sawyer 
from living hospital to safe Nigeria of  
possible outbreak of  deadly virus.

According to the Vice Chancellor, 
University of  Benin, Prof. Osayuki 
Oshodin who was represented by Prof. 
Hilda Obehi, it was important for our 
youths to channel their energies towards 
right direction, while commending the 
NOA for embarking on 'this laudable 
initiative.' Obehi also lamented that 
parents have failed and recommended the 
initiative to accommodate them too.

Earlier, the Edo State Director of  the 
NOA, Mrs. Madalin Umuna reiterated the 
commitment of  the Agency to sustain the 
campaign in other for the country to have 
'crop of  leaders' that would take Nigeria 
to a 'promised land.'

The event had in attendance resource 
persons and speakers such as Prof. Ishaq 
Oloyede, Secretary General of  the 
Nigerian Supreme Council of  Islamic 
Affairs (NSCIA), Bishop Felix Ajakaiye, 
Hon. Abike Dabiri, representative of  
Oba of  Benin, HRM Erediauwa I among 
others. Audience was entertained by 
drama troupe focusing on rewards for 
good behaviour.

The NOA has taken this initiative to more 
than 20 tertiary institutions of  learning in 
different geo-political zones of  the 
country.

DG NOA URGES UNIVERSITIES 
TO WITHDRAW CORRUPT 
LEADERS'  CERTIFICATES

    By Abdul Sa'ad

Omeri congratulated the new VC of  
UniAbuja whom he said his appointment 
was as a result of  confidence the President 
Jonathan had in him. He also urged Adikwu 
to seize the opportunity of  the Agency's 
value re-orientation initiative tagged 'Do 
the Right Thing: Patriotism and Ethics First 
which seeks to inject new set of  values on 
managers of  government's organizations.

Earlier, Adikwu said his visit was to find 
areas of  collaboration with the NOA, 
adding that his school's Institute for Peace 
and Democratic Studies could provide 
platform for 'mutual ly beneficia l  
partnership.'

“After incubating on ideas, the institution 
decided to partner with the Agency. We 
believe there is no human problem that 
cannot be solved. It is unfortunate that we 
don't see problems as opportunities. Our 
youths today are very restive; we can jointly 
collaborate to train and inculcate new values 
in them,” Adikwu stressed.

The Director-General of  the National 
Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike 
Omeri has canvassed for the withdrawal of  
academic certificates of  proven corrupt 
public and private sector leaders to serve as 
deterrent to others in a bid to build a 
corrupt-free society.

Omeri made this call when he received in 
his office today the Vice-Chancellor, 
University of  Abuja, Prof. Michael Adikwu 
who had come to seek partnership with the 
NOA.

The NOA boss said it is time for us as a 
nation to look 'inward and find stiffer 
penalties' to discourage leaders from act of  
corruption, adding that such move would 
also serve as deterrent to others, while 
assuring Nigerians that the 'scourge would 
soon be defeated by relevant and effective 
measures.'

In order to promote value driven lives, the 
DG also called for the establishment of  
certificate courses in university to certify the 
character of  students and reward those that 
has excelled accordingly.

“NIGERIANS 
MISUNDERSTAND 
FEDERAL CHARACTER”
 – NOA DG

By David Ofurum
The Director General, National 
Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike 
Omeri has expressed dismay at what he 
described as the misunderstanding of  the 
tenets of  Federal Character by Nigerians, 
stressing the urgent need for mass 
e n l i g h t e n m e n t  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  
misconception.

He made this position known when the 
Publicity Committee of  the Federal 
Character Commission (FCC) visited his 
office in Abuja.

Omeri said it was unfortunate that the 
misunderstanding of  the principles of  
balance and fairness upon which the 
concept of  Federal Character is 
predicated has led to the frequent allusion 
to Federal Character by some Nigerians 
to support their ethnic agenda in the 
distribution of  appointments. He said it 
was particularly worrisome that 
institutions of  higher learning across the 
country which ought to promote and 
celebrate the highest quality of  academic 
excellence in appointments are now 
spearheading tribalism and sectionalism 
in its ranks using the excuse of  Federal 
Character, thus promoting mediocrity at 
the expense of  merit and excellence.

He disclosed that the NOA and the FCC 
would collaborate to sensitize Nigerians, 
especially the media, on the true intent 
and spirit of  Federal Character. He also 
urged persons in authority to discharge 
their duties with diligence, good 
conscience and integrity while shunning 
the temptation to hide behind Federal 
Character to elevate incompetence.

Earlier, the Chairman, Publicity 

C o m m i t t e e  o f  F C C  a n d  t h e  
Commissioner representing Nasarawa 
State in the Commission, Barrister 
Mamman Alakayi explained that Federal 
Character,  contrar y  to  popular  
misconceptions, was neither the same as 
quota system nor did it promote 
mediocrity over merit.

Alakayi noted that the media was chief  
amongst other groups in the country that 
misunderstand the principles of  Federal 
Character, hence, his committee was 
planning a training workshop for the 
media to sensitize them on the tenets and 
workings of  the Federal Character 
Commission.

While commending the NOA for its 
efforts at ensuring gender balance of  its 
employees as well as the Agency's prompt 
Ebola Awareness Campaign, he called on 
the Agency to partner more closely with 
his Commission to properly educate 
Nigerians about balance, equity, equality, 
fairness and justice which he said were the 
guiding principles of  the Federal 
Character Commission.
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an atmosphere of  conflict hence their 
desire for sustainable peace. Without 
laying blame on the elites in our 
communities, he called on them to have 
moments of  introspection and see if  
there is any role they are playing in their 
communities that endangers peace. He 
however, urged them to use their wealth 
to create means of  livelihood instead of  
buying arms and training people to fight 
and kill. 

“Let the rich and those who have skills 
deploy them in training the youths in their 
communities so that they can also have a 
way of  achieving self-preservation by 

DG NOA URGES COMMUNITIES TO DISBAND 
ETHNIC MILITIAS By Henry O. Obisesan

he Director – General of  the 
National Orientation Agency, TMike Omeri has called on 

communities to disband ethnic militias 
that are being funded by the rich in their 
various communities.

He made this call during a courtesy visit 
of  the leadership of  the Institute of  Peace 
and Conflict Resolution, a parastatal 
under the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs, 
headed by Prof. Oshita to NOA National 
Headquarters in Abuja.

He said that Nigerians have realized that 
their business activities cannot thrive in 

THANK GOD FOR BIRTHDAYS!
God created man whom He gave power to 
birth the life of  his own child. The Holy 
Book records that He was happy about it 
'Gen. 17:2, 3-8.' And parents too.

Most parents will gladly recall the incidents 
surrounding the birth of  every child they 
have. What amazes me is that even when 
both the parent and the babe have become 
adults, the former still relishes any 
opportunity to talk about the birth of  the 
baby.

I can now picture the beautiful smile on the 
thface of  Mama Tagwai on the 29  of  July 

couple of  decades back when she brought 
forth to life a handsome, bright-eyed ebony 
black child.

Papa Tagwai then insisted that this one must 
be call BJT.

Today the young child then has since grown 
gangly into a star studded life.  With the help 
of  GOD, Oga Bonat Tagwai has risen to the 
pinnacle of  service in his industry – NOA. 
It is in this organization that our path 
crossed as he is our boss. 

I observed that he has assiduously built for 
himself  a name, reputation and integrity by 
remaining steadfast on his principles of  
hard work, honesty, goodness and 
godliness.

In the pursuit of  the Agency's mandate, 
Oga Tagwai  resonates  a  proven 
demonstrable knowledge, experience and 
skills.  His gift of  the garb, elocution is 
eloquently stylish and his proficiency in the 
use of  English language is as though it is a 
mother tongue.

As a boss, he is a study in courage and 
conviction.  In fact, my colleagues that work 

in his Department testify that his 
management style of  displayed humility, 
honesty of  purpose, integrity and 
commitment to the service of  the Agency 
spur them to greatness. These qualities 
stand him out.  With him you learn that hard 
work does not kill but will earn you respect.

These enabling values endear him to the 
minds of  those that work with him.  I bet a 
lot of  young people in the Agency would see 
him as a role model and pillar. This I think is 
a good legacy to bequeath to the nation 
from NOA.

By the way, why do we celebrate birthdays? I 
have a few thoughts on that.  Traditionally, 
the Africans acknowledge more, the birth 
of  a child by naming (ceremonies) him or 
her after situations, occurrences during the 
season of  his birth and not necessarily 
celebrating it annually as the West (Britain) 
does – the lunar index.

Some schools of  thought say that 
celebration of  a man's age is not necessarily 
a criterion to measure his worth but also a 
show of  the landmark achievements he 
recorded by adding values to mankind. 

For me, I think birthdays warrant the fuss 
that is made about them because it marks 
the day we individually came into contact 
with planet earth.  If  you ask any 
gynaecologist you will be educated on the 
thousand and one things that could go 
wrong during any gestation period and 
indeed birth.

Births are miracles and they are worth 
celebrating like the British does – The Lunar 
index.

The culture or custom of  celebrating 

b i r t h d ay s  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  g r e a t  
metamorphosis.  In the traditional sense, 
while the celebrant receives presents and 
gifts from well-wishers on ones birthday, 
people now give presents to friends on their 
own birthdays in addition to having a party 
to mark the day especially the landmark 
birthdays of  21, 33, 40, 45, 50, 55, 60, 70, 80 
and so on.

Talking about birthday celebrations, have 
you noticed that some people especially the 
female folks are fond of  under-declaring 
their age while many also for 'important' 
reasons have been known to have over-
declared their ages.  For example, I once 
attended a birthday celebration of  a certain 
friend where a mutual friend of  ours was 
cursing and swearing that the lady had 
under-declared her age as it is known to him 
that his classmate and friend who was her 
fiancée at school was not allowed to marry 
her by his parents because she was older 
than the fiancée who is now five years older 
than the age she was celebrating. That is a 
story for another day.

For the boss, Oga Bonat Tagwai true-to-
type, the day may pass quietly because his 
office is littered with (IEC) items for 
advocacy and promotion of  government 
activities and programmes.

 However, we wish our Oga a happy 
birthday and as a verse in our National 
Anthem says, we pray that your 
achievements and unrivalled contributions 
to the Agency would not go in vain. In fact, 
if  some higher administrative positions 
were elective, you can be sure that our bet 
would still be recklessly on you.

Joy Ife Mbonu 

doing the right thing without necessarily 
deploying excess energy, talent and 
capacity to fighting meaningless wars that 
destroy the minds, and the very 
foundation of  value in our society” he 
said.

The DG of  IPCR, Prof. Oshita while 
explaining the purpose of  the visit said 
that it is in line with the mandate of  the 
Institute to promote peace and security in 
the country using different strategies such 
as research, direct intervention in the 
form of  mediation. He said the need for 
collaboration with the NOA is because it 
is at the fore front of  peace and conflict 
resolution advocacy campaigns in the 
country.
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(Centre) The Director-General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. 
Mike Omeri with participants at the event.

(Left – Right)Director General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. 
Mike Omeri; President, Association of  Market Women and Men, Chief  
(Mrs. ) Felicia Sani presenting copies of  educational materials to Leader of  
Fulani Market Men and Women, FCT, Hajiya Mairo Usman  at the NOA 
National workshop on Security and Sensitization Campaign on Ebola Virus 
for Market women and men held in Abuja.

(Left) The First Prize winner of  N250,000.00, Edet Samuel Effiong receiving his 
cheque from the Representative of  the Special Guest of  Honour, Mr. Lambert 

ndOkpara at the award ceremony of  NOA 2  National Youth Essay Competititon, 
held in Abuja.

(Left – Right) Director Admin/Human Resources, National Orientation Agency (NOA), 
Mr. Ado Solomon; Representative of  the Special Guest of  Honour, Mr. Lambert Okpara; 
Enyinnaya Goodness Ezinne, Edet Samuel Effiong and Ugoh Williams Emenike (3rd, 1st 
and 2nd winners respectively);the Representative of  DG. NOA: Director, Orientation and 
Peace Education, Mr. David Manya Dogo during the award ceremony of  NOA 2nd 
National Youth Essay Competition held in Abuja.

(Middle) Chairman, NOA Board of  Directors, Col. Paul Edor Obi (Rtd.) flanked by (Left) 
the Director General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri and (Right) the 
Supervisor, NOA HQ. Enrolment Centre, Agbana Helen displays the print out copy of  his 
National Identity Card to newsmen during the registration exercise of  board members of  
the Agency in Abuja on Monday 30th June, 2014. 

(2nd Left) NOA Board member, HRH Obi Martha Dunkwu, the Omu of  Anioma, Delta 
State flanked by (Left) the Director General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. 
Mike Omeri and (Right) the   Enrolment Officer, NOA HQ. Enrolment Centre, Mariam 
Mohammed as she displays the print out copy of  her National Identity Card to newsmen 
during the registration exercise of  board members of  the Agency in Abuja on Monday 
30th June, 2014.

NOA NATIONAL YOUTH ESSAY COMPETITION AWARD CEREMONY

NOA BOARD SUPPORTS NIMC IDENTITY CARD REGISTRATION

NOA SENSITIZATION CAMPAIGN ON EBOLA VIRUS AND SECURITY AWARENESS FOR MARKET WOMEN



(Left) Ambassador of  the State of  Israel, His Excellency, Mr. Uriel Palti and the 
Director General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri in a parley 
during a courtesy visit of  the Israeli Ambassador to NOA Corporate Headquarters 
in Abuja.

(Left – Right) Ambassador of  the State of  Israel, His Excellency, Mr. Uriel Palti; 
Director General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri and the out 
gone Police Public Relation Officer, ACP Frank Mba in a parley during a courtesy visit 
of  the Israeli Ambassador to NOA Corporate Headquarters in Abuja.

(Left – Right) Permanent Secreatry, Federal Capital Territory 
Administration (FCTA) Engr. John Chukwu; Minister of  State, Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT), Oloye Olajumoke Akinjide and Director General, 
National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri  during an advocacy 
visit to FCT Minister of  State in Abuja.

(Left ) Minister of  State, Federal Capital Territory (FCT), Oloye 
Olajumoke Akinjide and (Right) Director General, National Orientation 
Agency (NOA), Mr. Mike Omeri in a parley during an advocacy visit to 
FCT Minister of  State in Abuja.

(Left -Right) Chairaman of  the Occasion, Prof. Epiphany Azinge (SAN); 
Chairperson, Committee on Diaspora Matters, House of  Repreentatives, Hon. 
Abike Dabiri-Erewa; Director-General, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Mr. 
Mike Omeri and the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academics), University of  Benin, 
Prof.(Mrs) Obehi Okojie at the NOA “Do the Right Thing: Campus Focus, A  
Students Re-Orientation Programme held at the University of  Benin, Ugbowo 
Campus, Benin City, Edo State. 

Cross section of  Students at the NOA “Do the Right Thing: Campus 
Focus, A Students Re-orientation Programme held at the University of  
Benin, Ugbowo Campus, Benin City, Edo State.

Photos: Sunny Nwabuike
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NOA ADVOCACY VISIT TO FCT MINISTER OF STATE.

COURTESY VISIT OF ISRAELI AMBASSADOR TO NOA HEADQUARTERS, ABUJA.

NOA CAMPUS FOCUS STUDENTS RE-ORIENTATION PROGRAMME
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Interest in the environment is growing in 
Nigeria. People are certainly beginning to 
appreciate the all-important role of  the 
environment in keeping the world going. I 
would say that the 2012 flooding which 
brought almost two-thirds of  the states in 
Nigeria to a standstill was a watershed 
moment. Reports say that 363 people lost 
their lives, more than two million were 

displaced with a total of  seven million 
people affected in some way especially 
women and children. Nigeria lost US$16 
billion to the flood. That was a national 
disaster. It became a clarion call for 
relevant government agencies, civil 
society organisations and the general 
public to pay attention to natural disasters 
triggered by climate change and our 
unsustainable interaction with the 
environment. National Orientation 
Agency (NOA) under the leadership of  
the Director – General, Mr. Mike Omeri, 
set up a Go Green Office that focuses on 
creating awareness on environmental 
issues in the country in line with the 
agency's mandate of  creating awareness, 
sensitizing and orientating the public 
about government policies. 

The real challenge for the average person, 
w i t h  w h i c h  e v e r y  
environmental communicator 
wrestles with, is connecting 
our daily routine at home and 
work with its environmental 
impact. This is an area in 
which we are campaigning for 
change. When an individual 
wastes water, energy, food, 
paper, cuts down trees, burns 
bushes, s/he is leaving her/his 
environmental footprint and 

over time, s/he pays for it. This message 
needs to get to the people irrespective of  
their class or clan, and especially to people 
at the grassroots level. The Nigerian 
government has made some efforts in 
helping people connect these dots, but a 
lot more needs to be done. NOA has been 
deploying its platforms in spreading this 
message. It is a human behavioural 
problem, and behavioural issues do not 

get fixed overnight.

There is the issue of  big polluters, 
industries that burn fossil fuels like oil, 
gas, coal. The burning of  fossil fuel 
generates so much carbon, which is one 
of  the worst of  the greenhouse gases that 
trap heat in the atmosphere which leads 
to global warming and the resulting 
change in our climate. We are focusing on 
these, on how to effect change in those 
industries, as these are not sustainable 
economic activities.

As a staff  of  NOA and a member of  
Climate Reality Leadership Corps which 
is an organisation aimed at getting the 
message out there on the impending 
environmental and economic disasters 
that await us all as a people if  we do not 
act fast enough to save ourselves, 
especially from the release of  greenhouse 

gases, I have learnt better ways of  
communicating and engaging with all 
types of  stakeholders on these issues. I 
am inspired by the need to do more, given 
the possible global disaster that awaits 
mankind if  we continue to do little or 
nothing for the planet, and by the great 
stories of  people who are winning the 
fight for our environment. More 
importantly, it is an opportunity for me, as 
an insider now, to make a case for more 
climate reality training programmes for 
Nigeria through the agency. 

Akindeji Falaki, PhD

THE GROWING AWARENESS 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
IN NIGERIA

FACTS YOU NEED TO KNOW
wHumans are born with 300 bones 

but since many fuse together, 
adults only have 206 bones.

wWhether you walk or run, you burn 
about 100 calories per mile.

wLightning strikes Earth about 8 
million times a day.

wThe brain is only about 2% of a 
person's body mass but requires 
about 20% of its oxygen and 
calories.

wAbout 11% of Earth's land surface is 
used to grow crops.

wAbout 97% of water on Earth is 
undrinkable.

wThe sun comprises about 99% of the 
total mass in our solar system.

wThe average person will walk the 
equivalent of four times around the 
Earth during his or her lifetime.

wWomen blink twice as often as men.

wThe average depth of the ocean is 
2.7 miles (4.3km).

wA pineapple isn't a single fruit – it is a 
group of berries that have fused 
together.

w“Silent” and “listen” use exactly the 
same letters.

wThe largest animal that ever lived is 
currently living – the blue whale.

wYour heart beats more than 100,000 
times per day.

wThe total weight of all ants in the 
world is about the same as the 
weight of all the world's humans.



9National Mobilizer                                                                                                               NOA

HISTORY
Ebola virus was first isolated in 1976 during 

 outbreaks of  Ebola haemorrhagic fever in Zaireand 
Sudan. The strain of  Ebola that broke out in Zaire 
has one of  the highest case fatality rates of  any 
human virus, roughly 90%.

The name of  the disease originates from one of  
those first recorded outbreaks in 1976 in Yambuku, 
Democratic Republic of  the Congo (then Zaire), 
which lies on the Ebola River. 

In 1990, Hazelton Research Products' Reston 
Quarantine Unit in Reston, Virginia, suffered a 
mysterious outbreak of  fatal illness among a 
shipment of  crab-eating macaque monkeys 
imported from the Philippines. The company's 
veterinary pathologist sent tissue samples from 
dead animals to the United States Army Medical 
Research Institute of  Infectious Diseases 
(USAMRIID) at Fort Detrick, Maryland, where a 
laboratory test known as an ELISA assay showed 
antibodies to Ebola virus.

Shortly afterward, a US Army team headquartered 
at USAMRIID went into action to euthanize the 
monkeys which had not yet died, bringing those 
monkeys and those which had already died of  the 
disease to Ft. Detrick for study by the Army's 
veterinary pathologists and virologists, and eventual 
disposal under safe conditions.

The Philippines and the United States had no 
previous cases of  Ebola infection, and upon further 
isolation, researchers concluded it was another 
strain of  Ebola, or a new filovirus of  Asian origin, 
which they named Reston ebolavirus (REBOV) 

In a bid to create awareness and respect for 
the National Symbols, the National 
Orientation Agency NOA has organized 
the 3rd edition of  the National Symbols 
Day in Uyo, Akwa Ibom State.

Speaking at the event, the Director- General 
of  the Agency, Mr. Mike Omeri said that the 
aim of  the commemoration was to promote 
and popularize the use and application of  
guidelines governing the hoisting of  the 
National Flag, ensure the standardization 
and correct rendition of  the National 
Anthem and awareness of  our National 
Symbols.

Omeri said that the essence of  the annual 
event is to arouse the consciousness of  
Nigerians to the National symbols and their 
significance to achieving peace, national 
identity and integration.

H e  e x p l a i n e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  t h e  
commemoration was also aimed at 
recognition and celebration of  our past 
heroes and leaders, adding that it was also 
another opportunity for the private sector 
and civil society, some of  whom were 
present at the event to cue into the system 
for national awareness, peace and 

development.

The NOA boss said that the wheel of  
Change was revolving and we must go back 
to imbibe the good virtues that make up the 
foundation of  our core values that help to 
uplift our mind for the growth and 
development of  our country.

We must involve and imbibe the NOA's 
value re orientation initiative tagged “DO 
the Right Thing:  which seeks to inject a 
new set of  values in our attitudes and 
characters to move the country forward” he 
added.

The Chairman of  the Occasion, Air 
Marshal Nsikak Edwok Rtd. said that the 
commemoration of  the Ordinance Day 
which promotes the National symbols is 
one of  the binding factors that bring all 
Nigerians together irrespective of  ethnic or 
religious affiliations.

Nsikak stressed the need for Nigerians to 
appreciate the National symbols and what 
they stand for, adding that the citizens 
should think of  what they can do for the 
country to move forward.

after the location of  the incident. 

Some scientists also believe that the Plague of  
Athens, which wiped out about a third of  its 
inhabitants during the Peloponnesian War, may 
have been caused by Ebola. However, these studies 
are conflicting, and point to other possible diseases 
such as typhoid.

SOCIETY AND CULTURE

Given the lethal nature of  Ebola, and since no 
approved vaccine or treatment is available, it is 
classified as a biosafety level 4 agent, as well as a 
Category A bioterrorism agent by the Centres for 
Disease Control and Prevention. It has 

the potential to be weaponized for use in biological 
warfare.

CAUSES

EVD is caused by four of  five viruses classified in 
the genus Ebolavirus, family Filoviridae, order 
Mononegavirales. These four viruses are 
Bundibugyo virus (BDBV), Ebola virus (EBOV), 
Sudan virus (SUDV), Taï Forest virus (TAFV). The 
fifth virus, Reston virus (RESTV), is not thought to 
be disease-causing in humans. During an outbreak, 
those at highest risk are health care workers and 
close contacts of  those with the infection.

Transmission

? EVD is believed to occur after an ebola virus 
is transmitted to an initial human by contact 
with an infected animal's body fluids.?
Human-to-human transmission can occur 
via direct contact with blood or bodily fluids 

from an infected person (including 
embalming of  an infected dead person) or by 
contact with contaminated medical 
equipment, particularly needles and syringes.

? Transmission through oral exposure and 
through conjunctiva exposure is likely and has 
been confirmed in non-human primates. 

? The potential for widespread EVD infections 
is considered low as the disease is only spread 
by direct contact with the secretions from 
someone who is showing signs of  infection. 
The quick onset of  symptoms makes it easier 
to identify sick individuals and limits a 
person's ability to spread the disease by 
traveling.

?  Because dead bodies are still infectious, some 
doctors disposed of  them in a safe manner, 
despite local traditional burial rituals. 

? Medical workers who do not wear 
appropriate protective clothing may also 
contract the disease. In the past, hospital-
acquired transmission has occurred in 
African hospitals due to the reuse of  needles 
and lack of  universal precautions.

? Airborne transmission has not been 
documented during previous EVD 
outbreaks.

? Bats drop partially eaten fruits and pulp, then 
land mammals such as gorillas and duikers 
feed on these fallen fruits. This chain of  
events forms a possible indirect means of  

NOA CREATES AWARENESS 
ON NATIONAL SYMBOLS

The Comptroller General of  Customs, 
Alhaji Dikko Inde who was represented by 
Assistant Comptroller General of  Customs 
Bello Liman, highlighted the importance of  
the National symbols saying that the 
positive values embodied by National 
symbols can evoke certain attitudes and 
emotions towards our nation.

Inde explained that the National symbols 
were chosen to promote unity and peaceful 
coexistence of  the Nigerian peoples adding 
that the words are carefully selected to strike 
the conscience of  Nigerians such as “One 
nation bound in freedom, peace and unity” 
from the first stanza of  the National 
Anthem.

The event had in attendance the Akwa-
Ibom State Government Officials, 
Customs Officers,  Students,  The 
Immigrations Services, the Nigeria Police, 
Para military personnel, Market women, 
Media Organizations and the Staff  of  the 
Agency.

The NOA has so far celebrated two 
previous editions in 2012 and 2013 in Abuja 
which drew the participation of  other 
Statesmen among whom were: General 
Yakubu Gowon, GCFR, who delivered the 
first Patriot's talk and Chief  Alex Ekweme, 
GCON, who delivered the second Patriot's 
talk.

          By Abdul Sa'ad

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EBOLA VIRUS DISEASE 

Cont. on pg 11
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INTRODUCTION
Prior to this time, Nigerians moved about their 
normal business freely without fear of  bomb or 
other terrorist attacks. At that time, the greatest 
worry of  Nigerians was armed robbery. In fact, 
a 2011 Gallup poll ranked Nigeria as the 
happiest place on Earth. According to the Poll 
agency, Nigerians were very optimistic about the 
economy and the future.

DEFINITION OF TERMS
Target: A target is an individual, group, 
institution or structure of  interest to hostile 
elements.
Soft target: Soft targets are vulnerable 
individuals, groups or facilities that do not have 
the capacity to resist attacks.
Security: This refers to all measures put in place 
to frustrate the activities of  hostile elements or 
safeguard a target from attacks.

WHAT IS SECURITY?
Security refers to all measures in use or that can 
be applied to frustrate the activities of  a 
saboteur. The importance attached to security 
or the degree of  measures necessary for 
guaranteeing relative safety of  individuals and 
households vary from one society to another. 
The more sophisticated a society is, the higher 
the level of  security measures that will be 
required for safety of  life and property.

SECURITY TIPS FOR INDIVIDUALS
? Never discuss home security plans outside 

your home. 
? Never discuss security information on 

phone.
? Keep a low profile/ lifestyle: avoid 

extravagance and display humility always.
? D o  n o t  s p r a y  c a s h  a t  p u b l i c  

functions/parties.
? Avoid frequenting a particular club or 

recreation spot.
? Avoid undue press publicity.
? Do not take the same route all the time and 

avoid routine activities.
? Be observant when leaving public places 

and functions.
? Be vigilant. Always look out for unusual 

movement of  person(s) around your 
compound .  On  su sp i c ion ,  c a l l  
Service/Police emergency lines.

? Avoid standing alone on lonely bus 
terminals/stations, as this might endanger 
one's life. 

? Avoid making your residential address 
public, insist on using office address or 
other secure facility for meetings. 

? Avoid giving your residential address or 
description via telephone conversation 
especially in public places.

? Whenever you notice a strange vehicle 
parked by your house, drive past the house 
and at an observable distance, call your 
house and in turn call Service/Police 
emergency lines to quickly lodge 

complaint where needful.
? Don't allow domestic staff  or drivers 

know when you bring home large sums of  
money.

? Do not bring persons you do not know 
well into your homes or offices. 

? In crowded environments, be watchful and 
pay attention to movements towards 
and around you. Watch out for people 
surging towards you.

? Help raise an alarm or call the 
Service/Police emergency lines when 
your neighbor is being attacked or is in 
any serious risk.

TIPS FOR FAMILY AND PERSONAL 
SECURITY
 FAMILY AND CHILDREN
Teach them:

? To first obtain permission from parents to 

accept gifts from strangers. 
? Children should be advised to refuse rides 

especially from strangers. 
? Know and Study your children's friends.
? Children should be taught not to walk on 

lonely paths/roads.
? Never to permit entry of  strangers into the 

house.
? To immediately report suspicious people 

or incidents around them.
? Restrict kids' exposure to crime related 

content in films, games, magazines, novels, 
literature, etc.

? Observe parental control /restriction on 
satellite channels.

? To keep parents informed of  associations.
? Teach kids to memorize parent's 

names/residential address and mobile 
phone numbers.

? Talk to your children about drug abuse and 
sex before someone else does.

? Teach young children how to answer the 
telephone so that they do not give out 
personal information such as home 
address, absence of  adults etc.

? Do not give/buy replica security items e.g. 
guns, knives, swords, etc. for kids.

? Moni tor  and contro l  ch i ldren ' s  
involvement and use of  social media.

? Make a conscious effort to know the 
whereabouts of  all family members at all 
times, if  necessary impose curfews.

 SOFT TARGETS
As earlier stated, soft targets refer to vulnerable 
individuals, groups or facilities that do not have 
the capacity to resist attacks. Examples include 
Markets, Schools, Motor Parks and Recreation 
Centers as well as women, children and 
unarmed men. The vulnerability of  soft targets 
stem from the fact that they offer unrestricted 
access to members of  the public. We must 
therefore play our part in ensuring their safety.

GENERAL SOFT TARGET AWARENESS
? School should employ the services of  

accredited private security guards to man 
their premises;

? Access to the learning areas should be 
restricted to authorized personnel only;

? Car parks should be far from the classroom, 
trading and recreation areas;

? Vehicles coming into the school, markets, 
Park/garden premises should be properly 
screened;

? Do not allow people to loiter around the 
school premises;

? Be wary of  new business concerns that 
appears suddenly around your domain; it 
could be terrorists using it to place your area 
on surveillance;

? Waste bins should be placed away from the 
trading and recreational areas;

? Look out and monitor the activities of  
scavengers who pick up things from the 
waste bin and challenge them to determine 
if  they are genuine

? CCTVs should be installed at the entrance 
and other strategic places;

? Attention should be drawn to unattended or 
suspicious luggage and bags;

? Everyone going into the park or garden 
should be screened; the use of  metal 
detector is recommended;

? Young children should be closely monitored 
while in the park/garden;

? Watch out for people loitering aimlessly 
within the premises;

? Stay away from suspicious bags or polythene 
bags left unattended to; report same to the 
park/ garden security;

? Be watchful of  crowd movement; 
? Avoid restricted and hidden/dark places; 

don't allow children to wander off;
? Practice emergency response plan with staff;
? Encourage personal hygiene among staff  

and patrons by providing appropriate toilet 
facilities;

? Have the emergency numbers of  security 
and other response agencies and call them 
when necessary.

CONCLUSION
The security measures highlighted in this 
presentation are in no way meant to heighten 
your fear but to make you more sensitive to your 
surroundings as well as to create security 
consciousness in you. They are also intended to 
help us in making necessary changes in our 
activities by accepting new habits and ethics for 
the security of  your family, neighbours and 
country at large. These precautions are only 
useful if  they are implemented.

SSS EMERGENCY NUMBERS
081 32222 105
081 32222 106
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GENERAL SOFT TARGET AWARENESS, A LECTURE DELIVERED BY MARILYN OGAR, MSI DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR, PUBLIC RELATIONS, DSS AT A ONE-DAY  NATIONAL WORKSHOP ORGANISED BY 
NATIONAL ORIENTATION AGENCY (NOA) ON SECURITY AWARENESS FOR OPERATORS OF 
RECREATIONAL GARDENS AND HORTICULTURISTS IN THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY (FCT), 
ABUJA.
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2005 protected nonhuman primates, opening 
clinical trials in humans. The study by October 
completed the first human trial, over three months 
giving three vaccinations safely inducing an 
immune response. Individuals for a year were 
followed, and, in 2006, a study testing a faster-
acting, single-shot vaccine began; this new study 
was completed in 2008. Trying the vaccine on a 

strain of  Ebola that more resembles 
one that infects humans is the next 
step. 

On  6  December  2011 ,  the  
development of  a successful vaccine 
against Ebola for mice was reported. 
Unlike the predecessors, it can be 
freeze-dried and thus stored for long 
periods in wait for an outbreak. An 
experimental vaccine made by 
researchers at Canada's national 
laboratory in Winnipeg was used in 
2009 to pre-emptively treat a German 
scientist who might have been 
infected during a lab accident. 
However, actual EBOV infection 
could never be demonstrated without 
a doubt. Experimentally, recombinant 

vesicular stomatitis Indiana virus (VSIV) 
expressing the glycoprotein of  EBOV or SUDV 
has been used successfully in nonhuman primate 
models as post-exposure prophylaxis. 

Treatment

No ebolavirus-specific treatment exists. Treatment 
is primarily supportive in nature and includes 
minimizing invasive procedures, balancing fluids 
and electrolytes to counter dehydration, 
administration of  anticoagulants early in infection 
to prevent or control disseminated intravascular 
coagulation, administration of  procoagulants late 
in infection to control bleeding, maintaining 
oxygen levels, pain management, and the use of  
medications to treat bacterial or fungal secondary 
infections. Early treatment may increase the chance 
of  survival. A number of  experimental treatments 
are being studied.

Epidemiology

The disease typically occurs in outbreaks in tropical 

regions of  Sub-Saharan Africa. From 1976 (when it 

was first identified) through 2013, fewer than 1,000 

people per year have been infected. The largest 

outbreak to date is the ongoing 2014 West Africa 

Ebola outbreak, which is affecting Guinea, Sierra 

Leone, and Liberia. As of  August 2014 it is also 

affecting Nigeria. As of  the end of  July 2014 more 

than 1320 cases have been identified. 

2014 outbreak

In March 2014, an outbreak of  the Ebola virus 
occurred in the Western African nation of  Guinea. 
This is the first Ebola virus outbreak registered in 
the region. As of  10 April, 157 suspected and 
confirmed cases and 101 deaths had been reported 
in Guinea, 22 suspected cases in Liberia including 
14 deaths, 8 suspected cases in Sierra Leone 
including 6 deaths, and 1 suspected case in Mali. By 
late June 2014, the death toll had reached 390 with 
over 600 cases reported. By 23 July 2014, the World 
Health Organization had reported 1201 confirmed 
cases including 672 deaths since the epidemic 
began in March. On 31 July 2014, WHO reports the 
death toll has reached 826 from 1440 cases.

 Culled from wikipedia.org

diagnosing the disease early and using 
standard precautions for all patients in 
the healthcare setting. 

? Recommended measures when caring 
for those who are infected include 
isolating them, sterilizing equipment, 
and wearing protective clothing 

including masks, gloves, gowns and 
goggles. 

? Hand washing is important but can be 

difficult in areas where there is not even 
enough water for drinking. 

Due to lack of  proper equipment and hygienic 
practices, large-scale epidemics have occurred 

mostly in poor, isolated areas without 
modern hospitals or well-educated 
medical staff. Traditional burial rituals, 
especially those requiring embalming of  
bodies, should be discouraged or 
modified. Airline crews who fly to these 
areas of  the world are taught to identify 
Ebola and isolate anyone who has 
symptoms. 

Quarantine

Quarantine, also known as enforced 
isolation, is usually effective in decreasing 
spread. Governments often quarantine 
areas where the disease is occurring or 
individuals who may be infected. In the 

United States the law allows quarantine of  those 
infected with Ebola. The lack of  roads and 
transportation may help slow the disease in Africa. 
During the 2014 outbreak Liberia closed schools. 

Vaccine

No vaccine is currently available for humans. The 
most promising candidates are DNA vaccines or 
vaccines derived from adenoviruses, vesicular 
stomatitis Indiana virus (VSIV) or filovirus-like 
particles (VLPs) because these candidates could 
protect nonhuman primates from ebolavirus-
induced disease. DNA vaccines, adenovirus-based 
vaccines, and VSIV-based vaccines have entered 
clinical trials. 

Vaccines have protected nonhuman primates. 
Immunization takes six months, which impedes the 
counter-epidemic use of  the vaccines. Searching for 
a quicker onset of  effectiveness, in 2003 a vaccine 
using an adenoviral (ADV) vector carrying the 
Ebola spike protein was tested on crab-eating 
macaques. Twenty-eight days later they were 
challenged with the virus and remained resistant. A 
vaccine based on attenuated recombinant vesicular 
stomatitis virus (VSV) vector carrying either the 
Ebola glycoprotein or the Marburg glycoprotein in 

transmission from the natural host to animal 
populations, which has led to research 
towards viral shedding in the saliva of  bats.  

Reservoir

Human consumption of  equatorial animals in 
Africa in the form of  bushmeat has been linked to 
the transmission of  diseases to people, including 
Ebola. 

Bats are considered the most likely natural reservoir 
of  the Ebola virus (EBOV); plants, arthropods, and 
birds have also been considered. Bats were known 
to reside in the cotton factory in which the first 
cases for the 1976 and 1979 outbreaks were 
employed, and they have also been implicated in 
Marburg virus infections in 1975 and 1980. Of  24 
plant species and 19 vertebrate species 
experimentally inoculated with EBOV, only bats 
became infected. The absence of  clinical signs in 
these bats is characteristic of  a reservoir species. In a 
2002–2003 survey of  1,030 animals including 679 
bats from Gabon and the Republic of  the Congo, 
13 fruit bats were found to contain EBOV RNA 
fragments. They are now suspected to represent the 
EBOV reservoir hosts. Antibodies against Ebola 
Zaire and Reston viruses have been found in fruit 
bats in Bangladesh, thus identifying potential virus 
hosts and signs of  the filoviruses in Asia. 

Between 1976 and 1998, in 30,000 mammals, birds, 
reptiles, amphibians, and arthropods sampled from 
outbreak regions, no ebolavirus was detected apart 
from some genetic traces found in six rodents and 
one shrew (Sylvisorex ollula) collected from the 

C e n t r a l  A f r i c a n  R e p u b l i c .  
Traces of  EBOV were detected in the carcasses of  
gorillas and chimpanzees during outbreaks in 2001 
and 2003, which later became the source of  human 
infections. However, the high lethality from 
infection in these species makes them unlikely as a 
natural reservoir. 

Transmission between natural reservoir and 
humans is rare, and outbreaks are usually traceable 
to a single case where an individual has handled the 
carcass of  gorilla, chimpanzee, or duiker. Fruit bats 
are also eaten by people in parts of  West Africa 
where they are smoked, grilled or made into a spicy 
soup. 

PREVENTION

Behavioural changes

Ebola viruses are contagious, with prevention 
predominantly involving behaviour changes, 
proper full-body personal protective equipment, 
and disinfection. Techniques to avoid infection 
involve;     

? Not contacting infected blood or 
secretions, including from those who are 
dead. This involves suspecting and 

Fruit bat

Bush meat
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