REPORT OF A ONE-DAY CITIZENS’ ENGAGEMENT WITH
KWALI AREA COUNCIL COMMUNITY ON “UNDERSTANDING
THE OPEN GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP (OGP) AND
APPLICATION OF THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT
(FOIA), 2011” HELD IN THE CONFERENCE HALL, KWALI AREA
COUNCIL, ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2021.
Preamble
The National Orientation Agency (NOA) has been at the forefront of
dialoguing with stakeholders on the Open Government Partnership (OGP)
and the application of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 2011. The
Open Government Partnership Principles, signed into by President
Muhammad Buhari in July 2016 at the London Anti-corruption Summit, is
in sync with the FOI Act which aims at securing concrete commitments
from governments to promote transparency, empower citizens, fight
corruption and harness new technologies to strengthen governance.
To this end, and in continuation of its sensitization/enlightenment
campaign, the NOA organized a “One-Day Engagement with Stakeholders
On “Understanding of the Open Government Partnership (OGP) and
Application Of the Freedom Of Information Act (FOIA), 2011” in Kwali
Area Council On Tuesday, September 14, 2021.
The objectives of the Engagement are:
i.
To educate and sensitize citizens on the OGP and application of the
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA);
ii.
To promote proactive disclosure of information by public
institutions;
iii.
To raise citizens’ awareness of their inherent power in the FOIA
iv.
To sensitize the youth on the need to actively participate in
governance.
Outcome of the Engagement
i. In compliance with COVID-19 protocol, 50 participants from the
community were targeted for the programme. However, this target
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was exceeded as 75 persons attended the event. The breakdown of the
attendance is as follows:
Community Members - 52
NOA Staff
- 18
Media
- 03
ii. The number of Security Personnel increased as officers who attended
came along with their orderlies.
iii. Participants were ready to take ownership by taking advantage of the
FOIA and OGP, and also be the driving force in enlightening
members in their communities on both the Act and OGP.
Commencement of Programme
Opening Prayer: The programme commenced with an Opening prayer
(Second Stanza of the National Anthem) at 11:23 am.
Attendance:
Dignitaries
i. HRH, Etsu Shaban Audu Ndizazo III - EtsuKwali, represented by Mr
Daniel Elisha K.
ii.
Dr Garba Abari
- DG, NOA, represented by
Barrister Juliet Achebe
iii. Hon Danladi Chiya
- The Executive Chairman, Kwali Area
Council represented by Rt Hon. Nuhu Daniel Kwali (Speaker of
the Council Legislative Arm)
iv.
Mr Bonat Tagwai
- Resource Person
v.
Mr Sam Offia
- Representative of CEO, Public &
Private Development Centre
vi.
Mohammed Baba Sani
- CSO (Campaign Against Corruption
& Impunity)
vii. Mrs Tanko Mary
- Director (Reform Coordination &
Service Improvement)
1. Participants:
Community Members - 52
NOA Staff
- 18
Media
- 03
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Total

73

A cross section of Participants at the event reciting the National Anthem and National
prayer
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Members of the High Table during the Opening Prayer

Opening Speech:
The Opening speech of the DG, NOA was read by Barrister Juliet Achebe.
She thanked the leadership of the Kwali Area Council, especially, the
Honourable Chairman, the Honourable Speaker and all members of the
Executives for their usual support and particularly, availing the Agency the
use of the Council’s facilities for the programme.
She stated that the programme is a continuation of activities in the
Permanent Dialogue Mechanism of the open government Partnership
established by the National Orientation Agency in its effort at engaging and
sensitizing the good people of Kwali Area Council on the application of the
Freedom of Information (FOI) Act, 2011 as well as the Open Government
Partnership (OGP) for the benefit of the Community and the nation at large.
She added that the forum brings together both government representatives
(state actors) and people in the community (non-state actors) to have a
clear view of how to interact with each other to ensure participatory
governance. It was emphasized that the core purpose of the FOIA is to let
people know how their government works so that they can participate in
governance. It also aims at securing concrete commitments from the
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government to promote transparency, empower citizens, fight corruption
and harness new technologies to strengthen governance.
The FOIA is in sync with the Open Government Partnership, it brings
together government, citizens and civil society champions of reforms who
recognize that governments are likely to be more effective and credible
when governance is open to public input and oversight, operating on the
principle of co-creation and synergy on the basis of equality of members at
the national and local levels.
These, she said, can only be achieved through understanding and
application of the FOIA. She pointed out that several Roundtable
Engagements have been carried out with CEOs of MDAs, FOI Desk Officers
of MDAs, NOA State Directorates, Civil Society Organizations and the
Media.
She also informed participants that NOA has FOIA desk officers in the 36
states and all these are geared towards promoting proactive disclosure of
information by public institutions; raising citizens’ awareness on the OGP
and their inherent power in the FOIA.
While welcoming the participants and wishing them a fruitful deliberation,
she expressed her hope that the engagement will enhance the necessary
understanding between the citizens in the Community and the government
for better and participatory governance and development of the
Community.

5

Representative of the Director-General of NOA; Barrister Juliet Achebe delivering DG’s
Opening address

Remarks by Members of the High Table:
In his remark, the Etsu Kwali who was represented by a member of the
Council of Chiefs, Mr Daniel Elisha K apologized for the absence of the Etsu
Kwali who was said to be bereaved. He extended the Etsu’s regards and
prayers to the National Orientation Agency and the participants. He
thanked NOA for organizing the programme and urged participants to
ensure that they are properly informed on the OGP/FOI issues which will
be presented by the resource person so as to be equipped to educate other
members of the community. In addition, he wished them a fruitful
deliberation.
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Mr Daniel Elisha; representative of Etsu Kwali making a remark.
While welcoming the participants, Rt. Hon. Nuhu Daniel Kwali who
represented the Executive Chairman commended the National Orientation
Agency, saying that it has been promoting the tenets of democracy through
its continued dialogue process to enlighten, sensitize and mobilize citizens
on all government activities. He also encouraged participants to actively be
involved in the programme and ensure that they take home the message at
the end of the engagement.

7

Rt. Hon. Nuhu Daniel Kwali making a remark on behalf of the Executive Chairman,
Kwali Area Council.

Goodwill Messages:
A goodwill message was presented by Mr Sam Offia on behalf of the CEO
PPDC (Public and Private Development Centre). He expressed the
organization’s profound gratitude to the NOA Director-General for always
ensuring that they are part of such programmes.
He said that PPDC has been promoting access to information, Open
Government and integrity in the public sector processes through their
programmes and activities, adding that their partnership with government
stakeholders has enabled them to build a strong collaboration with the
National Orientation Agency which has consistently demonstrated strong
commitment and will to strengthen its ATI compliance and equally used its
strong network and capacity to sensitize the public and other agencies on
the importance of nation-building and upholding access to information.
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He described the FOI/OGP engagement as a welcome development and an
act of reaffirmed commitment of the Agency in promoting and enforcing
citizen’s rights to information as enshrined in the FOIA, 2011. He also
commended the National Orientation Agency for its initiative and
encouraged the agency to be steadfast as the program has the potential of
ensuring that FOIA 2011 is effectively applied.

The CEO Public and Private Development Center (PPDC) represented by Mr Sam Offia giving a
Goodwill message.

Another goodwill message was delivered by Mr. Mohammed Baba Sani, a
representative of a Civil Society Organisation – Campaign Against
Corruption & Impunity (CACI). In his message, he hailed the National
Orientation Agency for its consistent efforts in ensuring a sustained
democratic Nigeria. He said that people have the fundamental rights to
demand how they are governed through information at their disposal
adding that the core purpose of the FOIA is to let people know how their
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government works so that they can participate in governance. He thanked
NOA for organizing the forum and wished the participants a fruitful outing.

Representative of Campaign Against Corruption and Impunity (CACI) Mr. Mohammed Baba
Sani delivering a Goodwill Message.

Drama Presentation:
There was a drama presentation by the NOA FCT Directorate Drama Group.
The drama sufficiently explained the OGP/FOI concepts using relatable
analysis which was geared towards understanding the various issues in
order for participants to have a clear view of how to interact with each other
and government to ensure participatory governance.
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Drama Presentation by the FCT NOA Drama Group

Paper Presentation:
The Paper presentation was by Mr. Bonat Tagwai (former NOA Director,
Planning, Research and Strategy). The paper was presented under the
following headings;
 Background
 Overview of the FOI and OGP
 Elements of the FOI and OGP
 Fundamental Principles of Proactive Disclosure
 Duties &Obligations of Public Officers/Institutions under the Act
 Proactive Disclosure of Information
 Exemptions
 How FOI and OGP relates to community needs, Budget, Planning and
Tracking.
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The Resource Person, Mr. Bonat Tagwai delivering his paper during the Stakeholders’
engagement on “Understanding the Open Government Partnership (OGP) and
Application of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).

Interactive Session - Questions & Answers:
By the end of the paper presentation, the Participants indicated and
expressed an effective understanding of the subject matter of the
programme.
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Participants listening attentively during the Paper presentation

Vote of Thanks:
In her vote of thanks, the Director, Reform Coordination and Service
Improvement expressed her gratitude to God for the privilege to organize
the programme. She also thanked the Chairman Kwali Area Council for
availing the Agency the hall to hold the programme. She acknowledged and
thanked the Traditional Ruler and his representative for honoring the
invitation. She thanked the Resource Person for always being available
when called upon. She as well thanked the participants for attending.
She expressed her gratitude to the Director-General for his continual
support.
In addition, she urged the participants to ensure that all the messages
communicated to them are put into practice so as to enhance the overall
development of the nation.
Finally, she urged them not only to put it in practice but become active and
participative citizens by sharing the message of OGP/FOI to others around
their community. She then wished everyone a safe journey back to their
destinations.
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The Director (Reform Coordination & Service Improvement) Tanko, Mary (Mrs.) giving
a Vote of Thanks.

Recommendations
i. We wish to recommend that the programme should be replicated in
the 5 other Area Councils of the FCT and other states of the
Federation, for the desired impact.
Closing:
The event came to a successful end by 1:51pm with the recitation of the
National pledge by the participants.

14

A cross section of Participants at the closing of the event reciting the National Pledge

Group Photograph:
All members of the High Table, the DG, the Resource Person and the
Special Guests had a Group Photograph at the end of the programme.

A group photograph of Dignitaries and State Actors at the end of the Programme

15

16

